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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

(no subject) 

Jill MH Taber <jill.michal@gmail.com> Tue, Jul 20, 2021 at 10:41 AM 
To: Robert Watson <rwatson@mcpsmt.org>, javgeris@mcpsmt.org, gdecker@mcpsmt.org, kmercer@mcpsmt.org, Wilena 
Old Person <woldperson@mcpsmt.org>, jvogel@mcpsmt.org, awake@mcpsmt.org, vmcdonald@mcpsmt.org, 
dlorenzen@mcpsmt.org, nhobbins@mcpsmt.org, mgehl@mcpsmt.org, publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 
Cc: Nick Taber <nick.taber58@gmail.com> 

Superintendent Watson, members of the board of trustees, fellow parents and community members: 

Nearly 500 days ago, then-Governor Steve Bullock ordered Montana schools to close due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

In the course of those 500 days, our school children have borne burdens they should NEVER have been expected to 
shoulder. I have watched my son's excitement for school plummet due to school closures, mask requirements, social 
distancing, and an absolute assault on kids' abilities to learn, socialize, and grow in a school environment. 

I'm beyond tired. There's no rhyme, reason, or SCIENCE to support a continued mask requirement in our schools. In 500 
days, we've learned that COVID is NOT a pediatric disease (a physician friend told me this even BEFORE the pandemic), 
that serious cases among children are extremely rare, and that kids are NOT spreading the disease. 

It didn't take a pandemic for me to know that my husband and I know what is best for our children and our family. In 500 
days, EVERY family within MCPS has chosen how to best deal with COVID. 

NO MASKS for 2021-2022 at MCPS. Enough is enough. If the district requires elementary age children to wear masks, 
telling them their presence is not welcome -- DANGEROUS -- unless they cover their face, we risk a horrendous and 
continued assault on their confidence as human beings. Further mask mandates for our children will further cripple their 
passions and abilities for learning, socializing, and maturing into young adults who can think for themselves. 

I beg of you: don't require masks for ANY kids at MCPS, K-12, for 2021-2022. 

I am available and willing to discuss this issue over the phone or via email. 

Thank you, 
Jill Taber 
Lewis & Clark parent 
jill.michal@gmail.com 
406-490-5216

Jill MH Taber 
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Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org>

2021-2022 Covid restrictions

dianne reinhardt <dreinhardt@gmail.com> Wed, Jul 21, 2021 at 1:54 PM
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org

If there are continuing COVID restrictions I will be pulling my children out of school. I suspect there are many like me who
will not muzzle or instill fear in our children for another year. 

Any idea when you will announce your decision for the upcoming year? 

Respectfully, 

Dianne Reinhardt 

Sent from my iPhone
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Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org>

Make masks optional for elementary children please

Katie Kutz <katie.m.kutz@gmail.com> Fri, Jul 23, 2021 at 8:09 AM
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org

Dear Board of Trustees, 
I am writing today on behalf of the emotional, social and mental health of our youngest Missoula students
which has been pushed aside throughout the pandemic. Not one day did I argue against masks last year, in
fact I still wear my mask while at work as an ER nurse for my 12 hour shifts without complaint. Not one day
did my daughter argue about her mask last year, but now that vaccines have been made available to all of
our wonderful teachers, staff, and at-risk caretakers of our students, I am begging that we make masks
optional for the 2021-2022 school year. Last year was an unprecedented year, and I'm so glad we all made
it through and are stronger for it. We have more information going into this year, and we need to utilize all of
that info going forward. We need to stop the virtue signaling and begin to look at the data, as we did when
we successfully moved out of the hybrid model and into full time instruction. There are plenty of states and
countries that had full time school without masks, let's please draw from that data moving forward. Kids are
NOT spreading the virus, regardless of masks. It's time to put their delicate and developing mental, social,
and emotional health first. 
Influenza kills elementary aged students at the same rate that COVID does, we have never mandated mask
wearing for influenza. Although we don't have the current year's suicide data, we do know that on average
suicide kills around 8,000 children yearly, where influenza kills around 200 (1). Assuming what we know
about influenza and COVID death rates in children being very similar we can assume that suicide will
massively outpace COVID once we get that official count next year. Yet we aren't linking the necessary
emotional component of seeing other faces, enjoying the smile from a classmate or the reassuring facial
expression from a teacher on a job well done. We are social beings, we NEED to see facial expressions for
that emotional health. Suicide is far greater of a threat to our children and we need to treat it that way.
Young elementary children NEED to see their teachers mouths moving to learn to read, write, and speak
correctly. The teachers NEED to see their students' mouths moving to correct their speech. Despite mask
mandates in schools last year, every single teacher and student will attest to pulling their mask down
frequently during every single school day, which negates the purpose of masking. Speech and language
specialists are already seeing the effects of masking young children in preschools and elementary schools.
Teachers report the numerous stresses on themselves in trying to teach while also keeping masks on, and
constantly nagging students to do the same over and over. 
My question is "why"? Please have the decency and respect to give me and other inquiring minds the
reasoning behind why we might keep masks this next school year. We are educated, smart, rational
decision making adults who just want to know the reasoning and the data behind the choice. We pay taxes
to use this public service and we need to be included in the decision making process that affects our
children. No one loves our children more than we do as their parents, we will do whatever we need to keep
them safe. That being said, their emotional, mental and social health is more at risk here than their physical
health, and I am begging you to keep that in mind. Where do we need to put our focus and energy this next
year? Enforcing useless mask requirements is not one of them. 
The MOA is available, thankfully, for the families that choose to use it. Let's dig through some real data and
come to a conclusion based on science, NOT on fear and emotional reactions. We've made the "tough"
decision in going back full time and *YAY* it worked. No one died, our local COVID numbers continued on
their downward trend following that decision, everyone was much better off for returning 5 days a week, and
I thank you sincerely for making that decision. Time to look at the data again and make the tough and
correct decision to make masking optional in schools this next year. 

Thank you so much for your time and commitment to our kids!
Sincerely, Katie Kutz

(1) https://www.nimh.nih.gov/health/statistics/suicide

https://www.nimh.nih.gov/health/statistics/suicide
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Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org>

Re: Please keep masks in school

Jaclyn Foster <jaclynfoster93@gmail.com> Tue, Jul 27, 2021 at 9:41 AM
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org

Hello,

I wanted to follow up my earlier comment with today’s CDC guidance that vaccinated people with unvaccinated children
under 12 (which is currently all children under 12) resume wearing masks indoors. It seems to me that if parents of
children need to wear masks to prevent transmission to them, children under 12 should also wear masks indoors. I hope
you continue to require masks in schools this upcoming year. I have a very hard time seeing our family feeling safe
without a mandate. 

Jaclyn Foster

On Mon, Jul 19, 2021 at 2:58 PM Jaclyn Foster <jaclynfoster93@gmail.com> wrote: 
Hello,

My daughter is starting kindergarten this year and as far as I have been able to tell, last spring Missoula School District
said whether to continue the school masking policies would be evaluated in time for fall semester. I’m not sure where
you’re at in the decision-making process, but I wanted to draw your attention to the American Academy of Pediatrics’
recent statement that all children should be masked in school during the upcoming year: 

https://t.co/fJaPmB9og1

My daughter is good at wearing a mask but I’m also realistic about whether a 5-year-old will keep one on all day if her
friends aren’t also wearing one and if her teacher isn’t reminding her. 

Thank you,
Jaclyn Foster 

-- 
Jaclyn Foster 

she/her 
No response necessary during evenings or weekends

mailto:jaclynfoster93@gmail.com
https://t.co/fJaPmB9og1
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Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org>

Re: Masks in MCPS for Fall 2021?

Elizabeth Wilder <eamorey@gmail.com> Tue, Jul 27, 2021 at 3:45 PM
To: Robert Watson <rwatson@mcpsmt.org>, publiccomment@mcpsmt.org, Public Comment
<publiccomment@mcps.k12.mt.us>, Robert Watson <rwatson@mcps.k12.mt.us>

Hello! I'm writing again as I never received a reply to my last message inquiring if masks would be required for all
students, teachers, and staff in MCPS for Fall 2021.  

As you know, the Missoula County Health Department is now asking people to mask up once more, given the recent
increase of cases and outbreaks of more contagious variants of COVID-19. They are unable to reinstitute a mask
mandate because Governor Gianforte has crippled their ability to do so.

Source: https://nbcmontana.com/news/coronavirus/missoula-co-officials-urge-public-to-wear-masks

Additionally, the CDC and other US-based health experts are reversing their prior mask policy. They are now
recommending that all people, vaccinated or not, wear masks indoors, including children in schools.

Source: https://www.cnbc.com/2021/07/27/cdc-to-reverse-indoor-mask-policy-to-recommend-them-for-fully-vaccinated-
people-in-covid-hot-spots.html

I'm writing to ask once more what your plan is with masking for MCPS students and staff for Fall 2021. 

I also urge you to follow expert recommendations and require masks for all, at the very least until all children have been
given ample opportunity to get vaccinated -- but possibly beyond, given these dangerous new variants.  

I look forward to hearing from you. Thank you for your time.

Elizabeth Morey
MOA/Franklin Parent

On Thu, Jul 8, 2021 at 5:03 PM Elizabeth Wilder <eamorey@gmail.com> wrote: 
Hello!

I'm writing to inquire if masks will be required of students, staff, and teachers for Fall 2021 until all students have been
given ample and easy access to be vaccinated? We are now approximately one month out from when teachers and
staff will return to school to prep for the new year, and approximately 6 weeks from the start of the new school year.  

As you know, a new, more highly contagious COVID variant is now the dominant strain in the United States, and our
state vaccination rate for eligible individuals is not leading to optimistic expectations for how this variant will hit our
population.

"The country, which just celebrated the Fourth of July with some of its first large gatherings in more than a year, is
headed toward a “dangerous” fall season when delta is expected to cause another surge in new coronavirus cases,
health experts say. Already the dominant variant in the U.S., delta will hit the states with the lowest vaccination rates
the hardest — unless those states and businesses reintroduce mask rules, capacity limits and other public health
measures that they’ve largely rolled back in recent months, experts say."

Source: https://www.cnbc.com/2021/07/08/us-heading-for-dangerous-fall-with-surge-in-delta-covid-cases-and-return-of-
indoor-mask-mandates.html

I encourage you to offer one of the following for Fall 2021 for MCPS:
- masks required for all students, teachers, and staff until all students have been given easy access to vaccination

https://nbcmontana.com/news/coronavirus/missoula-co-officials-urge-public-to-wear-masks
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/07/27/cdc-to-reverse-indoor-mask-policy-to-recommend-them-for-fully-vaccinated-people-in-covid-hot-spots.html
mailto:eamorey@gmail.com
https://www.cnbc.com/coronavirus/
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/07/07/cdc-data-shows-delta-is-now-the-dominant-covid-variant-in-the-us.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/07/08/us-heading-for-dangerous-fall-with-surge-in-delta-covid-cases-and-return-of-indoor-mask-mandates.html
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- allow families to enroll students for MOA until all students have been given easy access to vaccination, and then allow
MOA students to choose to return to in-person schooling

I look forward to hearing your plans to keep our school community safe this fall during these unprecedented times.
Thank you so much.

Elizabeth Morey
Franklin/MOA parent

-- 
Beth Morey 
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Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org>

Unmask children - they are not at high risk

Madeline Parker <madeline.05@hotmail.com> Sun, Aug 1, 2021 at 9:10 PM
To: Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org>

Hello,

Please change mask wearing to be an op�on for fall 2021. Children are at very low risk to get seriously ill,
and the CDC has stated the flu hits children harder than covid-19. I am wondering if the parents who are
nervous about covid-19 know how much more mild covid is on children than the flu.  

Death rate for children 0-17:

 Covid: 0.03% 
 Flu:  0.40% 

Masks have shown to increase the inhala�on of carbon dioxide. My kids would complain about headaches
a�er coming home from school, and have been begging me to not have to wear them anymore. I recently
asked 10 parents from my school about their stance on masks, and only one parent was having their
children wear masks in public places s�ll. That's 90% who are not masking their children.  

I was completely suppor�ve of my kids wearing masks while the vaccine was not readily available, but now
that it is, it is �me to take care of our children's mental, emo�onal and physical health and help them get
back to normal. They have sacrificed so much this past year and a half.

Please make masks op�onal for fall 2021!

Thank you,
Madeline Parker 
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Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org>

preliminary results of pro-mask petition

Jaclyn Foster <jaclynfoster93@gmail.com> Sun, Aug 1, 2021 at 11:37 PM
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org, governor@mt.gov, Elsie.Arntzen@mt.gov

Hello,

Last night I started a petition for school boards to implement mask mandates in schools, and for Governor Gianforte to
allow school districts to maintain the local control to do so. I plan to collect signatures through August 9, but because I
understand some meetings on the subject are happening earlier, I wanted to give you a heads up that we have collected
217 responses in 24 hours so far. The text of the petition can be found below. I am happy to provide preliminary
signatures upon request. 

Thanks,
Jaclyn Foster

The signers of this petition support mask mandates in Montana public schools for the Fall 2021 semester. They ask the
MT state government to allow school districts the freedom to enact such mandates in accordance with the most recent
guidance from the American Academy of Pediatrics and the Center for Disease Control. 

AAP Guidance, July 19, 2021: "Everything possible must be done to keep students in schools in-person...All students
older than 2 years and all school staff should wear face masks at school (unless medical or developmental conditions
prohibit use). The AAP recommends universal masking in school at this time for the following reasons: 
-a significant portion of the student population is not eligible for vaccination
-protection of unvaccinated students from COVID-19 and to reduce transmission
-lack of a system to monitor vaccine status among students, teachers and staff
-potential difficulty in monitoring or enforcing mask policies for those who are not vaccinated; in the absence of schools
being able to conduct this monitoring, universal masking is the best and most effective strategy to create consisent
messages, expectations, enforcement, and compliance without the added burden of needing to monitor vaccination
status
-possibility of low vaccination uptake within the surrounding school community
-continued concerns for variants that are more easily spread among children, adolescents, and adults"

CDC Guidance, July 27, 2021: "Given new evidence on the B.1.617.2 (Delta) variant, CDC has updated the guidance for
fully vaccinated people. CDC recommends universal indoor masking for all teachers, staff, students, and visitors to K-12
schools, regardless of vaccination status. Children should return to full-time in-person learning in the fall with layered
prevention strategies in place." 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Support for Covid 19 Mitigation in school 

Nathan Stephens <nathan.m.stephens@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Mon, Aug 2, 2021 at 2:28 PM 

Thank you for protecting student health last year with Covid-19 mitigation measures including online 
academy, masking, social distancing, group size limits, sanitizing protocols etc. No doubt the protocols 
you followed last year saved lives. I encourage the school board to do the same for the 2021-2022 school 
year as well. 

Yours in good faith. 

Nathan Stephens 
Missoula, Montana 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Masks for 2021-22 school year 

kathleen harvey <harvey6201 O@hotmail.com> 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Mon, Aug 2, 2021 at 2:49 PM 
To: "publiccomment@mcps.k12.mt.us" <publiccomment@mcps.k12.mt.us> 

I respectfully request that you allow each family to choose what is best for them. I support the freedom to 

choose to have my children wear a mask or not. 

God bless the USA! 

Kathleen Harvey 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

COVID Task Force 

Tim Stoops <tmstoops@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Hello, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Mon, Aug 2, 2021 at 2:59 PM 

In light of this week's COVID Task Force meetings, I'd like to thank you first for your leadership last school year in putting 
mask mandates, social distancing, and rigorous sanitizing protocols in place. These measures saved lives, and kept 
children safe. Considering that vaccines are still not available to children under 12, and that the Delta variant is surging, I 
am hopeful you will continue with the aforementioned protocols for the 2021 fall and winter seasons to keep children safe. 
This will align our schools with guidance from the CDC and US Secretary of Education. 

Tim Stoops 
Parent of 2 Students at Jeannette Rankin Elementary 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Public Comment 

Av8torguy <Av8torguy@protonmail.com> 
Reply-To: Av8torguy <Av8torguy@protonmail.com> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Sent with ProtonMail Secure Email. 

� Public Comment 8-2-21.pdf
267K 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Mon, Aug 2, 2021 at 3:22 PM 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Masks and vaccines 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Tyler Bowen <tdbowen@mcpsmt.org> Mon, Aug 2, 2021 at 3:28 PM 
To: publiccomment@mcps.k12.mt.us, "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

I'm writing you to encourage you to follow guidance by the CDC and the American Academy of Pediatrics and continue 
with our current mask mandate in MCPS facilities. It's imperative that we provide a safe environment for our students , and 
universal masking is an important step to prevent the spread of Covid in our schools. The Delta variant is quickly 
becoming the predominant source of infection in our area and nationwide. It's been shown to be substantially more 
contagious, and it affects young people more severely than the original strain. Furthermore, it's shown that even 
vaccinated individuals who end up with breakthrough cases of covid are as contagious as those who are u vaccinated. 

Additionally, I implore you to add the covid vaccines to the current list of mandatory vaccinations for students and 
employees of the district. The state has clarified that schools are exempt from the law that would prevent them from doing 
so. It's an important step towards keeping our school population healthy. Those who refuse the vaccination can still 
receive a quality MCPS education through the Missoula Online Academy. 

I know there will be plenty of opposition to facts and science from a small but noisy group of people (many of whom don't 
even reside within the MCPS district) who don't understand or care about public health, but I hope you will stand strong 
against them and follow the science and guidance set forth from our medical/health communities to keep our schools 
safe. 



8/2/2021 

MISSOULA COUNTY 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Masking 

Kate Jennings <tkatecenis@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Dear MCPS School Board and Administrators, 

Missoula County Public Schools Mail - Masking 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Mon, Aug 2, 2021 at 3:35 PM 

I am submitting a public comment to support that children under 12 wear masks and social distance for the upcoming 
school year. I strongly support and agree with the recommendations and science that the CDC and AAP has shared that 
our unvaccinated kids should wear masks and social distance in school. 

You did a great job last year making decisions that kept our kids safe, while providing the opportunity to return to school. 
Thank you for your hard work and dedication to the safety and educational equity of our kids. 

Sincerely, 

Kate Jennings 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thank you to our school board for keeping kids safe--keep up the good work! 

Erin Hendel <eehendel@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Mon, Aug 2, 2021 at 4:14 PM 

I just want to say thank you to our MCPS board for making hard decisions to keep our kids safe in the 2020-2021 year. As 
we look at the possibility of entering another school year with a dangerous variant spreading through our community, I 
wanted to voice my support for continuing measures that keep our vulnerable populations safe. Whether that includes 
continuing the online academy for those who choose, masking indoors, keeping classes separated, or other measures I 
trust this group to continue making common-sense decisions that have our kids' education and health in mind. Thanks for 
your hard work! 
Best, 
Erin Hendel 
Rattlesnake Elementary Parent 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Please mandate masks in school 

Chad Dundas <chaddundas@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Hello Missoula School Board, 

Mon, Aug 2, 2021 at 4:19 PM 

I'm the father of two children--ages eight and six--currently enrolled to attend public school in Missoula this fall. It is my 
hope that both my kids will be able to attend full-time, in-person classes in the Missoula schools as safely and responsibly 
as possible. For that reason, I'd like to urge the board to adopt a district-wide mask mandate for schools this fall. 

Last year, my daughter attended the entire year via the Missoula Online Academy and, while she enjoyed the experience, 
I know she wants to get back to being with her friends in a physical school building. I believe the Missoula schools did a 
great job limiting the spread of COVID-19 last year and that masks were a vital part of that effort. With the highly 
contagious delta variant currently on the rise, surely universal masking will again be an integral part of a safe learning 
environment again this year. 

With a comprehensive mask mandate in place, I know I can feel good about sending my kids back to school this year. 
Without one, we will likely either opt for online learning or to enroll our children elsewhere. 

Please continue to keep Missoula kids safe, healthy and in school. 

Thanks so much for your time and the careful consideration I know you will give this issue. 

Yours, 
Chad Dundas 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Please require masks and social distancing in schools 

Kate Smith <katemeinig@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Mon, Aug 2, 2021 at 4:19 PM 

Hello! Thanks to all of you for your service and for protecting student health last year with mask mandates, social 
distancing, limits on group sizes, and sanitizing protocols. I'm writing to ask you to keep it up. My daughter is 8 years 
old and therefore not eligible for the vaccine yet. Please require that all students, teachers, and staff in schools with 
kids under 12 years old wear masks and social distance, as much as possible. 

Thanks for your time, 
Kate Smith 



8/2/2021 Missoula County Public Schools Mail - Please require mask-wearing for all 

MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Please require mask-wearing for all 

Allison Marston <allisont2727@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Mon, Aug 2, 2021 at 4:22 PM 

Thank you so much for your response to the pandemic thus far. You kept our students safe even though it was difficult. 
Please continue to do so now that 100% mask wearing is recommended by the CDC and AAP. Cases are rising again 
(and much faster than last year) and my kid is about to go into kindergarten at Lowell Elementary. She and everyone she 
comes into contact with at school should be wearing masks. 

Thank you, 
Allison Marston 
59802 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

School Masking 

Maria Ferrini <mtmaria@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Dear Members of the School Board, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Mon, Aug 2, 2021 at 4:23 PM 

I am a parent to 2 children at Paxson Elementary here in Missoula. It is my hope that Missoula schools will continue to 
implement masking in schools, especially in the elementary and middle schools where children are not yet old enough to 
receive vaccines. It is my hope that you will continue to work with the public health department in implementing safety 
requirements based on our communities levels of cases and spread of covid. I am incredibly thankful for all of your hard 
work last year in keeping the covid cases low in the schools last year so our kids are able to learn safely in person at 
school. 

Thank you for all that you do for our kids and community, 

Maria Ferrini 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Mask mandate 

Dawn Smith <dms1959@live.com> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Mon, Aug 2, 2021 at 5:16 PM 

I am a nurse at St Patrick hospital. I am hoping there is some way that the district can find to allow a mask mandate at 
schools. Nurses are exhausted. The last thing we need is a hospital full of young, pediatric patients. What our "governor" 
has done is disgusting to me. What kind of state legislature won't do what they can to protect our kids?? I do not have 
school age children anymore but I would definitely not send my kids to a giant COVID Petri dish everyday. Good luck - I 
think we are going to need it. 

D smith 

Sent from my iPhone 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Please keep masks in schools 

Jamie Mcconnell <jsilberb@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Hello, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Mon, Aug 2, 2021 at 6:12 PM 

First, thank you for all your diligence over the past year to help protect our kids from COVID exposure while at school. I 
know it hasn't been easy. 

I'm writing to ask you to continue to uphold a mask mandate for public schools in Missoula. I have two kids, both go to 
Paxson and are under 12 and thus not eligible to be vaccinated at this time. I would not feel comfortable sending them to 
school if masks are not required. 

I urge the board to make a decision regarding masks based on science. The CDC has made the recommendation that 
kids should continue to be masked in public schools. I support that recommendation. Also, the US Secretary of Education 
is also recommending masks. 

Each of my children had a classmate who got Covid--my children never tested positive and I believe it was because of 
masking and socially distancing that was required during the 2020/2021 school year. 

Thanks for all you do, 

Jamie McConnell 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Masks and Covid19 

Anna Puryear <annalpuryear@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Good evening 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Mon, Aug 2, 2021 at 6:44 PM 

Throughout this pandemic and crisis MCPS has followed the guidelines set out by the experts, even when they were 
unpopular. Why would the district and school board do something different now? I support following the guidance set out by 
the experts in epidemiology of what schools, communities and the overall citizens of our town, state, and country should do 
to continue our battle safely against this pandemic. 

Thank you 
Anna Puryear 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Mask requirements for upcoming school year 

Tyler Gernant <tyler@tylergernant.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Mon, Aug 2, 2021 at 7:09 PM 

Please accept this email as public comment in support of requiring masks for all unvaccinated children in the MCPS 
system, which is necessarily all children under 12 years old at this time. I trust that each member of the COVID task force 
has taken the time to review the available information regarding masking and the spread of COVID. That said, I 
understand that public pressure can sometimes make the right decision seem like the wrong one. I write simply to 
encourage you to at least require masks for children under 12 years of age as current information would suggest is 
prudent. As the parent of two children in the MCPS system who are under 12 and unable to receive vaccinations for 
COVID-19, I would not feel safe sending our kids into an environment where recommended precautions are not being 
followed. Thank you for your work and the time that each of you has spent devoted to keeping my kids and those in our 
community safe! 

- Tyler Gernant
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Unmask our kids! 

Missoula County Public Schools Mail - Unmask our kids! 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Bryan <bs.horacek@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 2, 2021 at 7:28 PM 
To: javgeris@mcpsmt.org, publiccomment@mcpsmt.org, rwatson@mcpsmt.org, Bryan Horacek <bs.horacek@gmail.com> 

Hello. My family has three kids that possibly will be starting 3rd grade at Chief Charla this coming school year. As far as a 
normal start to school for children mine have only been through kindergarten where there was not an extra concern from 
the normal viruses of becoming sick. Now the main lesson my children are learning everyday at school is wear a mask, 
stay away from your friends, wash hands excessively throughout the day with mostly hand sanitizer and not even soap 
and water, few minutes to eat with no mask, to then put back on the mask to go outside and again being reminded to stay 
apart from all other children. These are far from the values my wife and I would ever instill in our children. Compassion for 
other people is not built on distance. 
It's understandable that we had a naval virus that has consumed the world and only with time would we be able to 
understand its impact on our community and kids. For more than a year and a half we have learned that children have not 
been affected nearly the same as the elderly. They have not been a source of spreading and illness has been notably less 
than for people over the age of 55. The CDC shows that for school aged kids 4-18 have had a little more than 400 kids 
die from covid19. However the CDC also says that from the deaths only on average 5% of those deaths are from covid 
alone and the rest had other comorbidities, usually multiple. That means that possibly 20 kids from 4-18 years old may 
have died of covid alone in the United States. Of course we all know that there are absolutely no deaths from flu for any 
age group in the United States. In a normal flu season for kids ages 4-18 there are on average 150 to 200 deaths a 
season which is measured by 12 months and from this pandemic our total deaths are measured closer to 18 months. 
Also note again the possible deaths of children by covid alone (20) and those with comorbidities (380). Again this is not to 
be exact or fully up to date as I haven't checked the CDC sight as of today. Finally from the CDC's numbers they show 
more kids have drowned in 2020 than died from covid. So to save more children's lives we should put them in life 
preservers everyday rather than putting them in masks. 
The science on masks has been back and forth and you can find any study to help your argument. Masks are proven 
however to cause children and adults to breathe less oxygen and more carbon dioxide. I use a cgi, or combustible gas 
indicator, for my job and when using it under a mask within seconds it will alarm as an oxygen insufficient area. Per OSHA 
if that was a confined space I would need a SCBA to enter. 
My wife and I strongly support children not to be mandated at school to wear a mask to attend. We also strongly support 
that parents should have the right to choose for their child on what they think is best and not the school choosing for 
them. The CDC's credibility has been deteriorating rapidly as of late. 
As I mentioned in the opening paragraph my children possibly would be going to a public school however if masks are 
mandated at all they will not be enrolled in a public school. This is a great opportunity for schools and teachers to start 
again teaching our kids in a more loving environment that supports the mental and emotional growth kids require. The 
solution to this virus should not be more damaging to our youth than the virus itself. 
"Those who would give up essential liberty, to purchase a little temporary safety, deserve neither liberty nor safety." 
Benjamin Franklin 
Thank you for your time. 
Bryan and Corrie Horacek 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

COVID Task Force Meeting Public Comment 

Moriah Mitsuda <moriah.mitsuda@gmail.com> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Hello, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Mon, Aug 2, 2021 at 7:36 PM 

I am a Missoula resident and mother of two young children. I wish I could attend this afternoon's meeting and deliver my 
comments about the Missoula schools COVID plan, but I feel it would be unsafe for my children to risk COVID exposure 
at the meeting. I hope you'll accept this email in lieu of my commentary in person at the meeting. 

I strongly support any plans MCPS has to require masks for the coming school year. The high contagiousness of the delta 
variant of COVID, combined with a school population made mostly of children who cannot be vaccinated yet makes for a 
dangerous combination. I am extremely concerned that our schools will be a vector for COVID to run rampant. A COVID 
outbreak at school puts students, teachers, staff, and all their families at risk of both death and permanent disability. I am 
worried that my vaccinated husband, who is a teacher, will catch a breakthrough case at school. I am worried that my too
young-to-be-vaccinated daughter will catch COVID from one of her too-young-to-be-vaccinated classmates, and expose 
my newborn son to COVID. 

Requiring masks does not infringe on students' (or teachers' or staffs) personal liberties. Failing to enact basic safety 
measures at public schools, however, does put their lives at risk. Mandating masks at school is the duty of the MCPS 
system. 

Thank you very much for considering my thoughts. Please feel free to contact me at moriah.mitsuda@gmail.com if you 
have any questions for me. 

Best wishes, 
Moriah Mitsuda 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Requiring Masks for School in the Fall 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Dakota Nyght <dakota.marie@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 2, 2021 at 7:57 PM 
To: Rwatson@mcpsmt.org, publiccomment@mcpsmt.org, javgeris@mcpsmt.org, gdecker@mcpsmt.org, mgehl@mcpsmt.org, 
n hobbins@mcpsmt.org, d lorenzen@mcpsmt.org, vmcdonald@mcpsmt.org, kmercer@mcpsmt.org, 
woldperson@mcpsmt.org, jvogel@mcpsmt.org, awake@mcpsmt.org 

To the Mr. Watson, members of the MCPS Covid Task Force, and members of the School Board, 

I am writing to respectfully request that masks be mandated for public school for the 2021/2022 school year, at least until 
vaccinations have been made available and children under the age of 12 have had a reasonable chance to be 
vaccinated, which I am hoping will happen by the spring semester of 2022. 

I am one of the many parents who enrolled my children in the Missoula Online Academy last year. That decision was 
based on several factors-the desire to help "flatten the curve," to prevent my children from getting sick and carrying 
COVID-19 back to at risk members of my household and close family, and as more details emerged about the disease 
and its potential outcomes, to prevent my children from getting sick themselves and risking life threatening complications 
and/or long-hauler covid symptoms. 

I was grateful for the option to enroll them in MOA and for the dedication and hard work of their teachers to keep them 
engaged and on track with their academics-but make no mistake-it was not the easy option, and it definitely had an 
impact on their mental and emotional well being, their physical health, and on their academic performance. They are both 
currently enrolled to return to in-person instruction this fall, with one major caveat-we have been waiting for MCPS's 
decisions on mask wearing and covid prevention strategies. Neither of my children are old enough to be vaccinated yet, 
which would mitigate the risk somewhat, and until they can be vaccinated I am not comfortable sending them back to 
school without a mask-wearing mandate. 

I was distressed to learn that at the first task force meeting, multiple parents showed up to protest mask wearing and 
made health claims such as "masks increase carbon dioxide levels," that "masks don't work," that "kids don't die and it's 
no worse than the flu." 

The simple fact of the matter is that these claims aren't true. Children do die and many have long hauler symptoms. And 
the claims about carbon dioxide and masks not working have been disproven by multiple scientific studies, by simple real 
world examples from people who have worn masks and run races or done other highly strenuous activities, and by 
medical personnel who have worn masks for hours on end to tend to people sick with Covid-19 and other highly 
communicable diseases. Saying otherwise is ignorant or deliberately ignoring science, and refusing to wear a mask when 
it can protect yourself and others is simply selfish. 

Both the Center for Disease Control and the American Academy of Pediatrics are recommending that masks be worn in 
school, regardless of vaccination status. The Delta variant is proving to be both more contagious and more virulent than 
previous strains. And the fact remains that we still don't know what the long-term effects of Covid-19 really involve or how 
long they will last. One study (see link below) that came out in June estimates that as many as 24% of people who 
survive Covid-19-even non-hospitalized patients with "mild" symptoms or asymptomatic cases-suffer long-term 
symptoms after their "recovery." And as a parent, I will do everything in my power to prevent my kids from suffering from a 
eminently preventable outcome. 

(https://s3.amazonaws.com/media2.fairhealth.org/whitepaper/asset/A%20Detailed%20Study%20of%20Patients% 
20with%20Long-Haul%20COVID--An%20Analysis%20of%20Private%20Healthcare%20Claims--A % 
20FAIR%20Health%20White%20Paper.pdf) 

Am I looking forward to insisting that my kids wear masks? No. Do I think it will be fun for them and the other kids? No. 
Do I have some sick desire to impose mask wearing on kids and others for the foreseeable future because I think it's fun? 
Again-no. I am looking forward to not wearing a mask or enforcing that my children wear masks like you wouldn't 
believe. 

But do I want to reduce the risk of my children, my family, their classmates, their classmate's families, and the amazing 
teachers and school staff contracting Covid-19, getting sick, and potentially suffering life-long complications? Yes, 
absolutely. 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/3?ik=b28cda591 O&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A 17070354 7777 4680554&simpl=msg-f%3A 17070354 777... 1/2 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media2.fairhealth.org/whitepaper/asset/A%20Detailed%20Study%20of%20Patients%20with%20Long-Haul%20COVID--An%20Analysis%20of%20Private%20Healthcare%20Claims--A%20FAIR%20Health%20White%20Paper.pdf
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Please follow the recommendations from the CDC and AAP and mandate mask wearing during the school year. 

Thank you for your time and reading this email. 

Respectfully, 
Dakota Nyght 
(Franklin Elementary and CS Porter parent) 
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Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

In support of students wearing masks this fall of 2021 

Logan Jones <shoop83@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 2, 2021 at 8:02 PM 
To: Rwatson@mcpsmt.org, publiccomment@mcpsmt.org, javgeris@mcpsmt.org, gdecker@mcpsmt.org, mgehl@mcpsmt.org, 
nhobbins@mcpsmt.org, dlorenzen@mcpsmt.org, vmcdonald@mcpsmt.org, kmercer@mcpsmt.org, 
woldperson@mcpsmt.org, jvogel@mcpsmt.org, awake@mcpsmt.org 

To Mr. Watson, the MCPS Covid Task Force, and members of the school board, 

Please do not send students back to the classroom this fall unmasked and unprotected from the SARS-Cov-2 virus that is 
still very much raging across the country and around the globe. It is not yet safe for unvaccinated populations to gather in 
any sort of enclosed space. 

This has become a very controversial, touchy, heated topic for various reasons. Parents rightfully want their children to be 
safe. People have gotten wrong ideas about what that means. Please, look at the science. Listen to the career virologists. 
Look at the recommendations that have come from those whose job it is to know how to keep the population safe. T he 
Center for Disease Control, CDC, again now recommends masking up while indoors as they again see case numbers 
climbing. The American Academy of Pediatrics, APA, is recommending students wear masks in the classroom. In every 
country that has been able to fight back this virus, it is because they have taken precautions to prevent the spread. Doing 
nothing, keeping business as usual, has not stopped the spread. It has only gotten worse when it is ignored. 

I know the arguments against masks. Frankly speaking, they are all wrong. 

"Masks increase CO2 levels in the body." 

No, they do not. There is exactly zero evidence available that a proper cloth mask, a surgical mask, a KN95 mask, an 
N95 mask or any of the other appropriate masks do anything of the sort. People from all walks of life have been wearing 
protective masks and respirators for decades with no ill effects. A mask designed to contain the spread of Covid does not 
increase CO2 levels in the body. It does not block 02 from entering the body. It does not restrict breathing in any 
meaningful way. 

"Masks do not work to prevent the spread." 

Yes, they do. Covid is spread by the moisture that leaves the body's respiratory system. It is projected into the room when 
someone coughs, sneezes, belches, hiccoughs or even simply breathes. A proper mask properly covering the nose and 
mouth will capture that spray and reduce the viral load spreading into the room. Less viral load in the room means less 
chance of the virus spreading. 

"Covid is no worse than the flu." 

Yes, it is. It has been 100 years since "the flu" brought the country to its knees. Covid is worse than the flu. The mortality 
rate of covid is orders of magnitude higher than the flu. The flu doesn't require refrigerated morgue trucks be set up to 
contain corpses. The flu doesn't deplete an entire hospital system's supply of oxygen just trying to keep patients alive. 
The flu doesn't call retired nurses, physicians, respiratory specialists out of retirement to help keep people alive. Covid is 
worse than the flu. 

"Children don't die of covid." 

Yes, they do. Hospitals have been reluctant to report it but the numbers are climbing. Children are on ventilators. Children 
are dying from this virus. Is the number high? Not yet. If we continue to do nothing to protect the vulnerable, that number 
will continue to rise. Pack children into a school with no protection and we will see many parents' nightmare manifest. 

What no one seems to mention is the horror of long covid in children. A grade schooler who has their lungs destroyed by 
this preventable virus will forever be unable to participate in playground games. Brain fog will wreck their academic 
aptitude. Loss of taste and smell will make living life just that much more difficult. Even if a kid contracts this thing and 
doesn't die, what are the long term ramifications of catching it? They'll be living with that for the rest of their lives. Wearing 
masks to prevent the spread significantly reduces the chance that they will be disabled through no fault of their own. 

https:!/mail.google.com/mail/u/3?ik=b28cda591 O&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A 1707035751084365105&simpl=msg-f%3A 17070357510... 1/2 
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"Wearing a mask is a gag." 

That's preposterous. 

"Wearing a mask is government overreach and will lead to authoritarian control." 

The government has the power and responsibility to implement what is appropriate to protect the population from harm. 
This isn't new. If wearing masks will prevent the spread (see above, it will) that is the easiest way to stop this thing until 
vaccines are available to children. 

"Wearing a mask should be a parent's choice, not the school." 

In the interest of stopping a deadly and debilitating virus from spreading through the community, there has to be 
mandatory action. Wearing a mask is a small inconvenience. I wore one for many months every day until I got vaccinated 
and the local virus numbers were dropping. I still wear one every time I go shopping anywhere. With the infection 
numbers climbing again, I am likely to begin wearing one at the office again, despite being vaccinated because the now 
dominant Delta variant means even the vaccinated can become a vector. I live with 2 unvaccinated children. I have to do 
what I can to keep them safe .. 

It is part of a school's responsibility to keep children safe. Wearing a mask to prevent a virus from ravaging the population 
is the simplest, easiest, lowest-effort thing we can do to even try to keep the kids safe until they're able to get vaccinated. 

This is not a forever thing. With good fortune vaccines will be available for kids down to 2 years old by Christmas time. 
After that, the equation changes. Until then, though, we have to stay vigilant. We have to do every little thing we possibly 
can to protect children. 

I implore you. Go and listen to Dr. Fauci. Listen to Dr. Walensky, Director of the CDC. Listen to the scientists, specialists, 
experts, researchers, doctors, nurses across the globe that have fought long and hard for far too long for us to give up 
now. 

Please, mask up the kids this fall. Keep them safe until they can get vaccinated. It's the responsible thing to do. 

Thank you, 
Logan Jones 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

We support masks at school 

Laurie <laschlueb@yahoo.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org, rwatson@mcpsmt.org 

Hello Superintendent and Board of Trustees, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Mon, Aug 2, 2021 at 8:02 PM 

We are a family with two students at Washington Middle School and we support wearing masks at school. Please base 
your decisions on science and the CDC recommendations. Our kids can handle wearing masks. They don't want to get 
sick or cause others to get sick. 

Thank you, 
Laurie Schlueb 

Sent from my iPhone 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Yes to school mask mandate 

Taylor Marston <emarston31@gmail.com> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Hello! 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Mon, Aug 2, 2021 at 8:07 PM 

Thank you so much for following COVID safety measures up till now, and please please please keep it up! If you don't 
require masks for students in the fall my 5-year-old will not be attending kindergarten in-person, and therefore I won't 
have the free time to apply for an MCPS job (I really want to work at Lowell while my child is in school). 

Respectfully, 

Taylor Marston 
pronouns: he/they 
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COVID task force 

Missoula County Public Schools Mail - COVID task force 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Molly Stockdale <mollystockdale@yahoo.com> Mon, Aug 2, 2021 at 8:13 PM 
To: "rwatson@mcpsmt.org" <rwatson@mcpsmt.org>, "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Dr. Watson, Trustees, Members of the COVID Task Force, 

As a parent and a concerned member of the Missoula community, I urge you to stick to the science 
when it comes to determining when and whether students should wear masks. As the Delta 
variant of COVID-19 spreads, resulting in higher case rates, hospitalizations, death, and 
breatkthrough infections, it is essential that we protect our children and one another by adhering to 
CDC recommendations regarding masking, social distance, hygiene, and vaccinations. 

I would also urge you to set guidelines and then follow through on them, regardless of angry 
feedback from a vocal minority of parents. 

Our children are learning two essential lessons from how we adults handle this pandemic: 
1) Good citizenship is rooted in caring for others enough to inconvenience ourselves.
2) Recommendations based on science may change based on new information, not on opinion.
"The good thing about science is that it is true whether or not you believe in it." - Neil deGrasse
Tyson

Molly Stockdale 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Yes to School Mask Mandate 

Chris Greensweight <ctos708@gmail.com> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Dear Members of the Board, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Mon, Aug 2, 2021 at 8:19 PM 

Thank you for your continued investment in the health and advancement of our children and community. I am aware 
that many difficult and thoughtful decisions have been made before today and will continue to happen. 

Looking at scientific data we as a whole community are experience aggressive increases of positive covid cases over 
the last few weeks. These numbers show a very real and valid reason to keep masks mandatory. 

While many vaccinations have happened we must consider that a large portion of MCPS students simple don't have a 
vaccine available to them. Keeping those younger children safer with continued mask mandates. 

Lastly, I'm about to become a parent with a child attending Lowell Elementary. Elsie Marston is a bright, funny caring 
kid. She deserves a chance to make relationships with kids her own age and to grow educationally mentored by a trained 
and passionate professional while having the safety of her health be a priority. Without a continuous uphold of the mask 
mandate that isn't a possibility for her. There is simply not a vaccine available for a five year old. 

Please consider all the students accessibility to a vaccine, individual safety over majority comfortability when 
accessing the upcoming school year. As a father I am putting trust in you that my child's well being is the priority. 

Sincerely, 

Christopher Greensweight 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

MCPS should absolutely require masks everywhere! 

Eli Nyght <eli.nyght@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 2, 2021 at 8:30 PM 
To: Rwatson@mcpsmt.org, publiccomment@mcpsmt.org, javgeris@mcpsmt.org, gdecker@mcpsmt.org, mgehl@mcpsmt.org, 
n hobbi ns@mcpsmt.org, d lorenzen@mcpsmt.org, vmcdonald@mcpsmt.org, kmercer@mcpsmt.org, 
woldperson@mcpsmt.org, jvogel@mcpsmt.org, awake@mcpsmt.org 

To Mr. Watson, members of the MCPS Covid Task Force, and members of the School Board, 

I have one child going into middle school at CS porter, and one who will be a second grader at Franklin elementary. 
Please enforce a mandatory mask mandate along with social distancing. From the standpoint of our children, the only 
thing that has changed since March 2020 is that we now have an even more virulent and infectious version of Covid 
running across our communities. 

I have heard that some parents are resistant to masks because of 'increased CO2' levels. And that we now have 
'science' that backs it up. These people are not aware of the actual science of the study and are basing their unqualified 
conclusions on cherry picked reporting from the JAMA study for 45 participants. (See/watch https://abc7news.com/jama
masks-children-and-co2-pediatrics-face-mask-study/10866564/ ). The increase in CO2 levels after 3 minutes is 
physiologically insignificant. 

The notion that mask wearing isn't preventative is also not based in any science. It has been tested repeatedly over the 
last 16 months that masks reduce transmission.(See https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/coronavirus/in
depth/coronavirus-mask/art-20485449, there are 25 references at the bottom of the article). 

Bottom line, the people who have devoted their lives to public health-the people who have to base their livelihood in 
following science and have to constantly bring us the public the bad news of what is going on have consistently asked the 
public to mask up, to wash hands, and to practice social distancing. 

I don't go to a car mechanic to ask about the pests in my flower bed, nor do I go to Best Buy to ask about oral hygiene. It 
makes sense to go to the people who have focused their lives and training on the problem I'm trying to deal with. So when 
deciding what to do to control or prevent disease, it makes sense to look to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (the CDC). It makes sense to listen to our local health officials. Not the hardware store, not the corporate 
opinion media channels, and not parents. HHS, CDC, the local health board. People who specialize in this kind of 
problem are the only people we should be asking about what we should do. You had the wisdom to listen to them last 
March. Things are only worse for our kids now with the Delta variant; please have the wisdom to listen to them again. 

Yes to masks, yes to social distancing, yes to vaccines as soon as they are available. We're doing decently well in 
Missoula, but not good enough yet - only 61 % of the eligible population has been fully vaccinated, and 0% of children 
under 12 who have been vaccinated. We still have too many people who break the honor system and justify themselves 
based on politics or a willful embrace of ignorance. I understand they are passionate. But passionate ignorance is no 
reason to ignore the specialists who have made this type of event their life's work. This is not the time to entertain 
entitlement and arrogance. This isn't about freedom, this isn't about the cure being worse than the disease, this isn't about 
trying to control people for the sake of egomania. Please have the wisdom to realize that our children have no immunity 
against this disease, that it spreads easier than chickenpox, and that there is no reason to accept any level of illness or 
death amongst our youngest population when it is preventable. 

Thank you, 
Elijah Nyght 

https://abc7news.com/jama-masks-children-and-co2-pediatrics-face-mask-study/10866564/
https://abc7news.com/jama-masks-children-and-co2-pediatrics-face-mask-study/10866564/
https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/coronavirus/in-depth/coronavirus-mask/art-20485449
https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/coronavirus/in-depth/coronavirus-mask/art-20485449
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Masking for 2021-22 

Catie Kohler <catie.kohler@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Mon, Aug 2, 2021 at 8:46 PM 

We have two children attending Lewis and Clark in the fall. My husbahd and I are both health care practitioners and 
appreciate science- and evidence-based decision making. Neither of my kids have the option to be vaccinated. We are 
asking that mask mandates be put in place at least in the elementary setting. 
My children have used masks throughout the pandemic as needed and have NO PROBLEM wearing them because we 
have framed mask use under social responsibility and empathy. 
Thank you for taking this into consideration. 
Catie and Michael Kohler 

Sent from my i Phone 



8/3/2021 Missoula County Public Schools Mail - Masks in School 

MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Masks in School 

Jess Coulter <jess.c.coulter@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Mon, Aug 2, 2021 at 8:56 PM 

I am writing today to encourage you to mandate masks at least in schools (elementary and middle) where learners are 
too young to be vaccinated. The CDC and American Academy of Pediatrics recommend masks as an important measure 
of protection. I enrolled my children in the MOA last year, and am looking forward to having them return to in-person 
school. They deserve to be protected in every reasonable way. 

Thank you for all your hard work throughout the pandemic, on this and other issues. I greatly appreciate your time and 
attention. 

~Jess Coulter 
MCPS parent 
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Covid Restrictions for the Fall 

christinesmith@web.de <christinesmith@web.de> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Dear board members, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Mon, Aug 2, 2021 at 9:24 PM 

I am the mother of an incoming freshman and an incoming senior. When covid first affected our schools in the spring of 
2020, and MCPS went full remote after spring break for the remainder of the year, my younger son's mental health was 
immensely affected. 
He developed anxiety during this time, and I have no doubt that not being in the classroom with his peers was the biggest 
contributing factor. As I am a single Mom and an essential worker, he spent most days at home by himself. I know that 
this social isolation was really difficult for him. When he returned to school in the fall on the hybrid schedule, things 
gradually improved, as more in person days were added. 
Children and teenagers NEED real, in person social connections with peers. Please advocate for the mental health of our 
children. 
I understand that some families are at a higher risk than others or have a different comfort level with the risk they want to 
take, but it seems that the online academy is a good option for these families. 
Please take these considerations into account, and I thank you for your time. 
Sincerely, Christine 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

mask mandate 

Kathleen Gill <thatkatiegill@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

To the board, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Mon, Aug 2, 2021 at 9:35 PM 

Thank you for your hard work during this difficult time. As a small business owner, I know firsthand how challenging it has 
been to continually reinvent. My husband and I both appreciate all you have done so that our 3 children were able to 
safely return to school during the pandemic. As a concerned parent, I urge you to consider requiring masks in all 
Missoula County Public Schools. It is clear that we are not out of the woods and need to continue to be diligent in 
keeping our kids safe and healthy. Both the CDC and the American Academy of Pediatrics recommend universal 
masking in schools. I urge MCPS to heed their advice. 

Thank you for your time, 

Katie Gill 
406.531.9373 
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Masks 

Cory McAtee <saxysousy@gmail.com> 

Missoula County Public Schools Mail - Masks 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Mon, Aug 2, 2021 at 9:37 PM 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Please require students to wear masks this year. The younger kids cannot yet get vaccinated, and the Delta 
variant is even more transmissible than the previous version of Covid. We took our kids out of the on line school 
so that they could be social and have class in person this fall. However, if you take away the mask mandate, I 
don't know that it will be a safe environment for them. Please keep the mandate in place. 

Thank you 

Cory McAtee 
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Masks 

Nicholas McAtee <mcateenicholas@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Missoula County Public Schools Mail - Masks 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Mon, Aug 2, 2021 at 9:40 PM 

As a parent of 2 children under 12, I hope mcps will at the very least recommend mask usage. 
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2021 School Year  

K Smith <kmsmith2333@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Good evening, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Mon, Aug 2, 2021 at 10:04 PM 

As a parent of two children about to attend elementary school, I am hoping that masks will be required and any other 
reasonable precautions be put in place, since they cannot yet be vaccinated. 
Thank you, 
Kristi Smith 
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Masks 

Jan B Newman MD <jan@sightsoflight.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Missoula County Public Schools Mail - Masks 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Mon, Aug 2, 2021 at 10:11 PM 

Masks are the one thing that has been shown to be effective in stopping transmission of Covid. It is a minor 
inconvenience and if kids realize they are helping others, most want to comply. 
It appears from new CDC data that even vaccinated can be transmitters and the new strain is more transmissible, causes 
more serious illness and is worse for children than the original strain. 
The majority of sick patients are unvaccinated. If we do not want a repeat of closing down Missoula and overwhelming 
our healthcare care system and want schools to stay open, masks are essential. 
Covid cases are increasing . Masks would protect children and antimaskers from themselves. 

Jan B Newman MD, FACS 
1-406-544-0006
Jan@sightsoflight.com
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MISSOULA COUNTY 
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Covid-19 restrictions 2021/22 school year 

Bryce Baker <bbaker006.bb@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Hello, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Mon, Aug 2, 2021 at 11 :14 PM 

I would like to voice my opinion in support of requiring masks be worn in MCPS for the upcoming school year. 

I have two children in the MCPS system, grades 3rd and 6th, and because of their age they are ineligible for vaccination. 

Given the current resurgence of cases, it's in the best interest of the community to require masking until spread lessens. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Bryce Baker 
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Support for MCPS mask mandate 

Gordon Terpe <gordon@terpe.org> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

MCPS trustees and COVID task force members: 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 12:00 AM 

Thank you for all you do for our children and community, and for taking the time to read my email. 

I am Gordon Terpe, and I'm the parent of a 7th grader at Meadow Hill Middle School, and I want to express in the 
strongest possible terms my support for a mask mandate in MCPS indoor spaces. 

Last school year MCPS was remarkably successful at keeping schools safe, encouraging vaccinations when they 
became available, and generally controlling COVID-19. I know that none of this was easy, and you have my heartfelt 
thanks for what everyone at MCPS contributed during a challenging time. 

The U.S. Secretary of Education recommends in-person school with masks, as does the American Academy of 
Pediatrics. As we know, children under the age of 12 cannot receive a COVID-19 vaccination at this time, leaving 
masking as the best tool for protecting that vulnerable population. A comprehensive mask mandate gives clear, 
unconfusing guidance to our kids in a way that is straightforward to enforce. A mandate, tied to a key metric such as daily 
new cases in the county, is absolutely the best way forward. 

Last year demonstrated that MCPS can successfully use COVID protocols to keep students, faculty, and staff safe. In the 
face of a new surge as the school year begins, now is the time to take the steps necessary to protect the MCPS 
population once again. 

Kind regards, 

Gordon Terpe 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Mask mandate in schools. 

Michelle PicKell <ompickell@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 6:4 7 AM 

To Whom It May Concern: I am sending this email to express my concern in regards to the potential mask mandate 
requirement for Missoula County Public schools for this upcoming year. I strongly appose this requirement and demand 
that you reconsider implementing this requirement. In addition to the health risks as well as the psychological damage 
that is being done, the masks have been proven to be completely unnecessary. Please take this into consideration before 
making your decision to continue to damage our children both physically and mentally. Sincerely, Michelle PicKell. 

Thanks, 
Michelle PicKell 
406.546.9112 
Sent from my iPhone, please excuse any typos. 
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Masks 

g hope <1ocalart2003@yahoo.com> 
Reply-To: g hope <localart2003@yahoo.com> 

Missoula County Public Schools Mail - Masks 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 7:17 AM 

To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Dear Covid Task Force, 
Thank you for the work you do to help us get through the pandemic. I am an Art teacher at Willard Alternative High 
School Program and I am encouraging you to keep our mask mandates. I don't want to be in the same room with 
someone that is unvaccinated and unmasked. I wish KN95 masks were mandatory. Last year there were all varieties of 
barely effective masks worn by students and staff. 

It is a challenge trying to teach a hands on subject like art and keep the 3 to 6 foot apart but we managed last year, the 
new variants will make this even more important. Even with vaccines I worry about the virus spreading to students, their 
families, and my high risk parents. 
Thank you, 
Gwen Hoppe 

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

School restrictions due to covid 

Cj Hirning <cj.hirning@yahoo.com> 
Reply-To: Cj Hirning <cj.hirning@yahoo.com> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 7:26 AM 

I am hoping for school to be in person this year. My children need it. We tried MOA last year, both my children were failing 
by christmas. They piled so much onto my 6th grader that she couldn't keep up and my 2nd grader had a lot of trouble 
focusing on her zoom meetings and not getting distracted by other things. We ended up pulling them from school and 
homeschooling. It worked great for my middle schooler, she was doing wonderfully and really enjoys homeschooling, but I 
worry about her mental health with the lack of socialization. My youngest still struggled after we started home schooling, 
she does her best learning in a group setting. She is also a very social kid, and the lack of socialization has been very 
hard on her. 

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android 
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Mask mandate 

Adam Boomer <adamboomer42@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 7:35 AM 

Thanks for taking the time to read this. COVID is real and real Americans care about our fellow people. The minimum 
effort of wearing a mask and getting a vaccine. Half of our population can't bother until it hurts them personally. 

Keep our community safe. Keep our schools and businesses open. That requires we care about our fellow humans. 
Unfortunately, we have proven that individuals don't make good choices. We don't whine and through tantrums over 
taking our shoes off at the airport. 

Keep the mask mandate. Perhaps some civics, science lessons for our uneducated population. 

Adam Boomer 
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Mask/vaccine requirements for 2021 

PrairieFire EquineVideo <jenbelitz@gmail.com> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 7:44 AM 

I know this is a very tough decision in light of the current situation. Although I feel the all day mask mandates maybe more 
harmful than good amongst this age group. I feel there are ways to ease this restriction while not adding significant risk. 
For example, some schools only required masks in buses and in hallways but not in cohorts. If the community feels 
overwhelmingly strong about masking while in the classroom then I feel staff should be proactive about offering more 
"mask breaks" and communicating those opportunities to parents and all students. Examples could be that they do not 
have to be worn out doors or when 6ft apart. As a staff member of a local school I had the opportunity to ask 7th and 8th 
graders what they liked most and the least about coming back to school. All stated the masks as the worst thing. I think 
we need to understand that this is a cumulative stressor, and some will communicate it more than others. Some kids 
would rather suffer than draw any attention to themselves much less break a rule. We can't just assume that if it's easy for 
us and it seems easy for some students , that others aren't suffering from greater stress and anxiety. 

When it comes to the vaccine, I am wholeheartedly in support of choice. It may seem black and white to some ,but with all 
vaccines ,what is the best for the herd is not always best for the individual. I urge our schools to change the message of 
"get the vaccine or else" (which I feel could be deemed as cohersion) ,to "talk to your doctor about getting the vaccine for 
you and your children". 

Please do not continue to push the vaccine as though there are no risks, maybe the risks of covid greater, but doctors 
and parents are better equipped at deciding what's best for each individual child than the school. 

Thank you for your dedication to this issue and taking into consideration my comments. 

Jennifer Belitz 
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No masks, please, especially for younger grades 

Brianna Randall <brianna.randall@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Dear MCPS Board Members, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 8:18 AM 

Thank you for looking at all the science to keep our kids safe during the school year. I would like to encourage the board 
to NOT have a mask mandate at Missoula schools this upcoming_Y.ear,_r�articularlY. for elementa[Y. students. The science 
shows young children do not suffer from COVID symptoms, nor are they major spreaders of the virus. 

Learning without masks at a young age is important, as children are still learning how to communicate effectively -
seeing the whole face is a critical part of understanding social cues. 

Thanks again. I appreciate your time and service to our community! 

Cheers, 
Brianna Randall 
Freelance Writer I BriannaRandall.com 
(406) 370-8388
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Covid precautions for Fall 2021 

Katrina Mullan <katrinamullan@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 8:31 AM 

I am a parent of an MCPS 3rd grader and 6th grader, and I am emailing to voice my support for masks to be required 
along with other precautions to minimize the spread of Covid in MCPS schools. I am impressed and appreciative of how 
the measures taken by MCPS last school year allowed children to attend school in-person without large outbreaks. Given 
that we currently have high community transmission and that children under 12 cannot be vaccinated, I believe these 
measures are still justified. This is supported by the current CDC and AAP guidance. 

Voluntary mask recommendations or options for some children will not serve the same purpose as a mandate because 
masks provide greater protection to people the wearer comes in contact with than to the mask wearer themselves. This 
means that each individual family may not have a strong incentive to encourage their own children to wear masks, but 
every family is safer if the whole school community takes this precaution. Voluntary mask guidelines will also provide a 
very visible source of difference between students, which is likely to create unnecessary conflict and stress for them. 

Many thanks, 
Katrina Mullan 
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Masks for elementary schools 

Kasey Boeve Wright <kasey.boeve.wright@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

To whom it may concern, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 8:39 AM 

Please mandate masks for all students and staff working with kids 12 and under, at least until they are able to have the 
chance to be fully vaccinated. 

Thanks, 
Kasey Wright 

Parent, Lewis and Clark Elementary 

Kasey B Wright 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Please follow CDC guidance and mask our kids this school year 

Genevieve <genevievejm@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 
Cc: Barbara Frank <bfrank@mcpsmt.org>, Bryan von Lossberg <bvonlossberg@gmail.com> 

Hello dear School Board, 

I write as a parent of a Lowell 4th grader and a member of the Lowell PTA board. 

First, I'm very thankful for your response to the pandemic thus far. 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 8:42 AM 

With the new CDC guidance and the science that has found that vaccinated individuals can carry a viral load and thus 
spread the virus, I am hoping that you will continue to require masks for students, staff, and teachers this year and do so 
until elementary aged kids have a vaccine option. It keeps kids safe. It keeps the virus at bay. It allows parents to go to 
work. 

Lowell School has some of the district's most at-risk kids and families, and many of our students need school to be safe 
and fed. It isn't equitable to force those who have no choice but to opt for an unsafe environment. Let's keep kids safe 
and in-person! 

Thanks for listening and making these decisions and deliberations. You all really have been thoughtful and made some 
really good hard decisions in the last year and a half. 

Best, 
Genevieve Jessop Marsh 
Lowell PTA Co-President 

Genevieve Jessop Marsh 
406.543.0031 h 
406 .550 .3663 C 

Genevieve Jessop Marsh 
406.543.0031 h 
406.550.3663 C 
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We support masks at school 

Chuck Wayland <chwayland1@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Hello, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 8:54 AM 

I am writing to lend my support to the school board to follow whatever guidelines the CDC recommends for children at 
school this coming year. If that means wearing masks to protect teachers and staff, families and loved ones, then so be 
it. 
Thank you 

Chuck Wayland, LCSW, ACHT 
Turning Toward Possibilities 
336 West Spruce 
Missoula, MT 59802 
406-396-7834
www.chuckwaylandtherapist.com
Counseling, Hypnotherapy, Coaching, Breathwork

Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this transmission may be privileged, confidential and 
protected from disclosure under Federal Confidentiality Laws (42 CFR Part 2 and 45 CFR Parts 160-164). Any 
dissemination, distribution, or duplication of this communication is strictly prohibited without the consent of the writer. If 
you are not the intended recipient, or you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately 
at the email address above or delete this email. 
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Fwd: Masks: a FAMILY'S choice 

Rob Watson, EdD 
Superintendent 
Missoula County Public Schools 
Phone: 406-728-2400 ext. 1023 

Confidentiality Notice: 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 8:59 AM 

This email message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipients and may contain confidential 
and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure, or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the 
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all copies of the original message. 

--- Forwarded message ---------
From: Jill MH Taber <jill.michal@gmail.com> 
Date: Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 6:25 AM 
Subject: Masks: a FAMILY'S choice 
To: Robert Watson <rwatson@mcpsmt.org> 

Dr. Watson, 

Good morning. I am sick at the thought of our kids facing another year of mandatory mask wearing and senseless COVID 
restrictions. Enough is enough. We have long known that elementary-age children do not become severely ill, nor do they 
spread, this virus. Rather we are spreading to them needless fear, worry, and an extreme dampering of independence 
and spirit by forcing masks. Reasonable accommodations have been made for those parents and families in our district 
who want restrictions, masks, and vaccinations. It is time for the district to consider families like mine who want to be able 
to choose the best for our children as well. 

Please, encourage the task force and the board to allow masks to be a family choice for the school year. You will have 
many who will choose to continue to wear masks and you will have many who will appreciate some sanity and reason 
regarding what should be a family's choice. 

Thank you. 
Jill Taber 

*jill mh taber* (sent from Pixel)
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Fwd: masks at school 

Robert Watson <rwatson@mcpsmt.org> 

Rob Watson, EdD 
Superintendent 
Missoula County Public Schools 
Phone: 406-728-2400 ext. 1023 

Confidentiality Notice: 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 9:00 AM 

This email message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipients and may contain confidential 
and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure, or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the 
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all copies of the original message. 

--- Forwarded message ---------
From: Lisa Davey <loganhwilson@gmail.com> 
Date: Mon, Aug 2, 2021 at 11 :24 PM 
Subject: masks at school 
To: rwatson@mcpsmt.org <rwatson@mcpsmt.org> 

Dear Covid Task Force, I recently received information that you were considering lifting the mask mandate at school next 
year, if my information is correct. I would like to add that I am fully vaccinated, but I'm writing this anyway out of decency 
and concern for fellow students and concern for the staff. 

Please respond with what you plan to do, with terms I can understand as an autistic 15 going on 16 year old. If my 
information is correct, please read the rest of this email. 

As a high-risk person and as a teen with common sense, this shocks me and is unacceptable from my point of view. I 
shall endeavor to enumerate the reasons why, for your erstwhile consideration. 

1. I am a high-risk person, and doing so endangers my well-being.

2. Several members of my family are high-risk, and thus this endangers them by proxy.

3. The schools will become plague epicenters, and I don't think anyone wants that.

4. The virus has killed millions of people, and if by doing this, you kill off most of the next generation, you are setting back
progress on several fronts, including getting rid of this virus, since it affects children and adolescents now.

5. Some of my friends are high-risk, and this endangers their well-being. I will NOT sit idly by and let that happen.

6. I would've thought this task force had more common sense, having been assembled to stop this virus getting any
worse. Pfizer is only around 63% effective against the Delta variant, which is the dominant strain in Montana now.

In conclusion, please in the name of the health and safety of all involved, please amend your plans to include social 
distancing and masking requirements for the student body and staff, regardless of vaccination status, as well as requiring 
proof of vaccination, double-checked against hospital records or the like. Thanks a lot-Artemi Wilson, Hellgate Knight. 
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Fwd: Masking for students at MCPS 

Robert Watson <rwatson@mcpsmt.org> 

Rob Watson, EdD 
Superintendent 
Missoula County Public Schools 
Phone: 406-728-2400 ext. 1023 

Confidentiality Notice: 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 9:02 AM 

This email message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipients and may contain confidential 
and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure, or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the 
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all copies of the original message. 

--- Forwarded message ---------
From: jwoessner@bigsky.net <jwoessner@bigsky.net> 
Date: Mon, Aug 2, 2021 at 11:10 PM 
Subject: Masking for students at MCPS 
To: <rwatson@mcpsmt.org> 
Cc: Bill Woessner <william.woessner@umontana.edu> 

Dear Superintendent Watson and the MCPS Covid Advisory Team, 

We are writing to support MCPS requiring masks to be worn by students and staff if schools will be back "in person" this 
fall. 

We are retired educators, and have been watching with alarm as the daily Covid cases increase, both statewide and 
locally here in Missoula County. With the rise of the more contagious and severe Delta variant, and the absence of a 
vaccine for children under the age of 12, masking is the prudent procedure in prevention of the spread of the disease. 

Please require masks! 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Jean Wilkerson Woessner, M.Ed. 
William Woessner, PhD, Regents' Professor Emeritus, University of Montana 

Sent from my iPhone 



8/3/2021 Missoula County Public Schools Mail - Fwd: Covid task force - masking support 

MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Fwd: Covid task force - masking support 

Robert Watson <rwatson@mcpsmt.org> 

Rob Watson, EdD 
Superintendent 
Missoula County Public Schools 
Phone: 406-728-2400 ext. 1023 

Confidentiality Notice: 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 9:03 AM 

This email message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipients and may contain confidential 
and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure, or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the 
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all copies of the original message. 

--- Forwarded message ---------
From: Henry Davey <hdavey406@gmail.com> 
Date: Mon, Aug 2, 2021 at 9:31 PM 
Subject: Covid task force - masking support 
To: rwatson@mcpsmt.org <rwatson@mcpsmt.org> 

Greetings MCPS covid task force, 

I am writing in support of requiring MCPS students wearing masks for the upcoming school year to help slow the spread 
of Covid-19 and particularly the Delta variant. Not only will this help to protect students and staff, but it will help protect the 
community at large. In addition I would expect this simple measure to increase the in person attendance at the schools as 
high risk individuals are less likely to op-out if they feel safe at school. This is a simple measure that can prevent 
unnecessary suffering and save lives. Failure to take preventative measures during a pandemic is disrespectful of 
students, staff and community. Please demonstrate responsibility and respect by supporting masking up at MCPS this fall. 

Sincerely, Henry Davey 

Concerned grandparent of MCPS students and a Missoula resident. 

Sent from Mail for Windows 1 0 
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Fwd: Yes to masks 

Robert Watson <rwatson@mcpsmt.org> 

Rob Watson, EdD 
Superintendent 
Missoula County Public Schools 
Phone: 406-728-2400 ext. 1023 

Confidentiality Notice: 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 9:05 AM 

This email message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipients and may contain confidential 
and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure, or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the 
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all copies of the original message. 

--- Forwarded message ---------
From: Blake Bucher <blakewbucher@gmail.com> 
Date: Mon, Aug 2, 2021 at 9:16 PM 
Subject: Yes to masks 
To: rwatson@mcpsmt.org <rwatson@mcpsmt.org> 

Dear Mr. Watson and Covid Task Force, 
I am worried about children's and teacher's health this fall. Please mandate masks to keep them safe. It is terrible, but it 
has to be. Please! 
Thank you for your work, 
Blake Bucher 
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Fwd: In favor of mask mandate 

Robert Watson <rwatson@mcpsmt.org> 

Rob Watson, EdD 
Superintendent 
Missoula County Public Schools 
Phone: 406-728-2400 ext. 1023 

Confidentiality Notice: 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 9:05 AM 

This email message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipients and may contain confidential 
and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure, or distribution is prohibited. ff you are not the 
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all copies of the original message. 

--- Forwarded message ---------
From: Jennie Bucher <jbucher.vn@gmail.com> 
Date: Mon, Aug 2, 2021 at 8:59 PM 
Subject: In favor of mask mandate 
To: rwatson@mcpsmt.org <rwatson@mcpsmt.org> 

Dear Covid Task Force Committee, 
I am strongly in favor of a mask mandate for MCPS this fall, as hard as that is. The Delta variant is so dangerous, and 
affects kids and even the vaccinated. The risks are too great. Please stand strong, and protect our kids. I am a recently
retired MCPS teacher, and I thank you. 
Jennie Bucher 
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Fwd: Public comment for Covid Task Force 

Robert Watson <rwatson@mcpsmt.org> 

Rob Watson, EdD 
Superintendent 
Missoula County Public Schools 
Phone: 406-728-2400 ext. 1023 

Confidentiality Notice: 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 9:06 AM 

This email message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipients and may contain confidential 
and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure, or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the 
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all copies of the original message. 

--- Forwarded message ---------
From: Jori Quinlan <jori.quinlan@gmail.com> 
Date: Mon, Aug 2, 2021 at 8:03 PM 
Subject: Public comment for Covid Task Force 
To: rwatson@mcps.k12.mt.us <rwatson@mcps.k12.mt.us> 

Hi Mr. Watson, 

I am writing to provide public comment to the Covid Task Force convening August 3. 

I strenuously urge the Task Force to continue to follow the best available public health recommendations made by the 
CDC, the local MCCHD, the AAP, and other respected entities in making public health decisions for the Missoula County 
Public Schools, based on local conditions. At this time, this means starting the school year requiring masks be worn by 
everyone in the building. 

My daughter will be a 2nd grader at Chief Charle Elementary, and my husband is a teacher at Willard. Both were in in
person school last year. That decision, though difficult, was made easier by the numerous precautions taken by MCPS to 
ensure the safety of students, faculty, and staff. 

Neither my husband nor daughter found masks to be difficult or unduly uncomfortable to wear. In fact, masks enabled, 
they did not inhibit, learning. Since teachers and learners felt safer, the learning environment worked better. My daughter 
learned and saw that as members of a school community, we do things to take care of each other and keep each other 
safe. As the community opened up, we felt safer visiting Grandma, knowing that both our school-exposed family 
members had at least been protected by the fact that everyone in their schools wore masks (I was exposed to far fewer 
people in my job, but we were masked as well). 

Further, science has continued to demonstrate that masks are one of the most effective preventative measures available 
to us besides, of course, vaccines. Until significantly more people are vaccinated, and so long as the Delta variant 
continues to increase numbers in our community, the safe decision for Missoula schools is to start the school requiring 
masks of all individuals. Please demonstrate what we expect our kids to learn at MCPS - that some sources of 
information are more reliable than others, that expertise is developed through study, learning, testing, and science, and 
that sometimes we do things not just because it protects us, but also to protect the most vulnerable in our community, 
including kids who can't be vaccinated yet, elderly family members, other at-risk students and faculty and family 
members, etc. Please recommend that MCPS require masking by all students, staff, and faculty at MCPS, regardless of 
vaccination status, until conditions improve and merit a change to that policy. 

Thank you, 

Jori Quinlan 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Fwd: Masks in public schools and task force meeting 

Robert Watson <rwatson@mcpsmt.org>  

Tracy Long <talong@mcpsmt.org> 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 9:06 AM 

Rob Watson, EdD 
Superintendent 
Missoula County Public Schools 
Phone: 406-728-2400 ext. 1023 

Confidentiality Notice: 
This email message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipients and may contain confidential 
and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure, or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the 
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all copies of the original message. 

--- Forwarded message---------
From: Lisa Davey <ladavey25@gmail.com> 
Date: Mon, Aug 2 ,  2021 at 8 :02 PM 
Subject: Fwd: Masks in public schools and task force meeting 
To: rwatson@mcpsmt.org <rwatson@mcpsmt.org> 

Dear Covid Task Force, 

I apologize I won't be able to attend your meeting tomorrow. Masks have been reliable in slowing the spread of COVID 
19, including variants. Now that Delta is catchable AND TRANSMIT TED by vaccinated people, it is important to take 
precautionary measures to keep our kids healthy, as well as our teachers, counselors, administrators and everyone else. 
Even if older kids are old enough to get vaccinated, many will still live with children who are not able to be vaccinated. 
Additionally, the Delta variant has drastically changed the equation. It means that if my child brings it home from school, I 
could get it and give it to my mom who is at high risk or he could give it to his step mom who is undergoing treatment for 
breast cancer or to his three siblings too young to be vaccinated. It also means that my high risk teenager, who opted for 
MOA last year and missed out on a Freshman year in order to stay safe will not be safe at school once again. Between 
him being vaccinated and having masks at school I feel safe sending him to in person school, where he needs to be. 
Telling parents of kids at risk that MOA is an equal but separate option is discrimination, plain and simple. We cannot let 
masks become something teens self regulate. I know that when the bulk of people quit wearing masks I felt 
uncomfortable wearing mine in public and quit again until the new information came out. When I have gone to places like 
the Food Bank, where everyone was still wearing masks, I put mine on no problem and appreciated blending in. If an 
adult who understands the science, along with the peer pressure is succumbing to the peer pressure, I don't think most 
teens will make the choice most based on public health, even if they want to. Finally, schools teach science. Follow the 
science. Masks are proven to mitigate spreading (and flu numbers will be lower as well!) and changing guidance is part of 
the equation. As the mom of a vaccinated teen at high risk who desperately wants to return to school, and who deserves 
access to his public education and on order to be fair to all students and keep our community safe I strongly urge you to 
require all MCPS students wear masks this fall. 

Sincerely, 

Lisa Davey 
Hellgate High Parent (and graduate) 
406-240-4105
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Yes please to masks for Fall 2021 

Jon Stafford <staffordjon@gmail.com> Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 9:15 AM 

I'm a parent of 6th and 3rd graders at MCPS schools and am strongly in favor of mask wearing at MCPS schools for the 
upcoming semester. 

Each student or staff member should wear a mask to make everyone else safer. Optional masks would be a bit like 
optional speed limits on roads. We're safer when everyone obeys the speed limits, we're not safe if we choose to obey 
the speed limits but others don't, because people who speed make roads more dangerous for everyone. Same for masks. 

MCPS have done an outstanding job of managing the difficult situation last academic year, please continue to keep our 
trust by continuing with commonsense measures like mask wearing going forwards. 

Thanks 
Jonathan Stafford 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

{no subject) 
 

islandwaters <islandwaters@gmail.com> Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 9:47 AM 
To: rwatson@mcpsmt.org, publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

All, 

Our Daughter attends Chief Charlo Elementary and will be going into the fourth grade. The main reason we agreed to 
have her go back in person in the fall was due to the excellent Covid protocols and mitigation that were accomplished by 
MCPS. Now I hear they are considering changes to the mask policy. We WHOLEHEARTEDLY SUPPORT the masking 
policy and it's proven effectiveness. It is regrettably that the health and safety of our children, who are NOT YET eligible 
for a vaccine, has been politicized. I wonder about the liability and legal issues that could arise if a child contracts Covid 
at a school that does not follow the CDC guidelines? 

Please continue the proven Covid protocols and mitigation that were in effect last year. 

Thank you, 

Pamela Jolly 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Requesting Masking for Fall 2021 

Moriah Hein <moriahmaye@gmail.com> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 10:21 AM 

I'm asking you to consider requiring children to be masked upon return to school this fall. This is 
the advice of both the AAP and the CDC that all school aged children be masked. 

I have 2 high risk 2 year old children at home and want to send my older daughters back to in
person learning at Lewis and Clark. I can't imagine I'm the only one with at risk people living in 
their household wanting to send their children to school. My hope is that all kids will be wearing 
masks for 6-8 weeks after a vaccine is available to allow for children (who want it) to get their 
vaccines and build immunity before lifting the mask mandate. It is my understanding that a EUA 
vaccine will be available for children 5+ in September/October, so this doesn't feel like a huge 
ask. 

Please remember that while this virus doesn't seem to be affecting children as intensely, it 
doesn't mean that the children won't be bringing this home to others in their households that are 
unable to receive vaccines. 

Thank you, 

Moriah Hein 

1 / 1  
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Mask Mandate 

Jarom Hein <jaromhein@gmail.com> 
To: Publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

I am emailing in support of a mask Mandate to stop the speed of Covid 19. 

Thank you, 
Jarom Hein 
Missoula Montana 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 10:51 AM 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Covid Task Force Public Comment 

Shana Stratford <shanamstratford@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Dear MCPS School Board and Administrators, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 10:54 AM 

I am submitting a public comment to support universal masking for all MCPS students for the 2021-2022 school year. I 
believe following the science and recommendations of the CDC and AAP is important in keeping our children and our 
community safe. 

Thank you for all your hard work throughout this pandemic in keeping our students and teachers safe. 

Sincerely, 

Shana Stratford 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Covid Task Force Public Comment 

Erica Ritsema <erica.n.ritsema@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Dear Members of the Covid Task Force, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 10:56 AM 

I would like to encourage the task force to adopt mask requirements and other mitigation strategies that are tied to public 
health metrics, such as the cases per 100,000 7-day average rate in Missoula County. We are seeing a new surge of 
cases and are currently experiencing accelerated spread. 

I am incredibly impressed that so few cases of Covid occurred within MCPS schools last year. We know what works. Let's 
keep doing it! Having mitigation requirements tied to data will allow MCPS to adapt to changing case rates, hopefully 
loosening requirements if things improve. This feels like the best solution for keeping the children in our community safe, 
particularly those who are too young to get vaccinated. It is also important for keeping teachers and other school staff 
safe. 

In addition to the safety of students and staff, this is important to me so that I can effectively do my job as a public health 
educator. Last spring, after vaccination became more widely available and cases dropped, I was able to step inside a 
classroom as a guest speaker for the first time in 14 months. It was such a joy! I would like to be able to do so again this 
upcoming year, and that only feels possible if school districts like MCPS continue to take steps to mitigate the spread of 
covid. 

Thank you for your time and attention. I appreciate all the work you have done to keep our community safe. 

Sincerely, 
Erica Ritsema, MSW 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

masking this fall 

Sara Blackwell <seblackwell@outlook.com> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

To whom it may concern, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 11 :00 AM 

I am a nurse and a parent and understand everyone's growing concerning about the Delta Covid variant and our kids. I 
feel that masking and taking the covid precautions ie frequent hand washing, masking, and cleaning frequently used 
surfaces helped to keep cases down in our schools. I am concerned what not being in school will do for our kids. My son 
did not do well home schooling, he started disliking anything that had to be done on the computer. He got behind in his 
reading and comprehension because of how resistant he was becoming to on-line schooling. His resistance and anger at 
on-line school made it difficult for my husband and I to teach him. As an ICU nurse I have seen what Covid does to 
people and their families. · I know people are scared but I believe our kids need to go to school and that masks and good 
hand hygiene will keep our numbers down in the school system. Thank you -Sara Blackwell 

Sent from Mail for Windows 10 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Fwd: Covid Task Force 

Robert Watson <rwatson@mcpsmt.org> 

Rob Watson, EdD 
Superintendent 
Missoula County Public Schools 
Phone: 406-728- 2400 ext. 1023 

Confidentiality Notice: 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 11 :02 AM 

This email message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipients and may contain confidential 
and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure, or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the 
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all copies of the original message. 

---Forwarded message---------
From: Sarah Fangsrud <sarahfangs@gmail.com> 
Date: Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 10:54 AM 
Subject: Covid Task Force 
To: rwatson@mcpsmt.org <rwatson@mcpsmt.org> 

Dear Mr. Watson, 

I'm a Paxson parent to an upcoming third grader and a new kindergartner. Both my boys need to get back to school this 
year. My husband and I want to send them back to public school but we have concerns about their safety and the safety 
of our community in school. The delta variant is spreading fast in Missoula. Luckily we know that there are safety 
measures that we can take that work to prevent the spread in our schools. Those safety measures include mandatory 
masking for all students and teachers. Masking works. Social distancing works. These are facts proven again and again 
by the medical community and by the data. The WHO, the CDC, and the American Academy of pediatricians all 
recommend masking in schools. It's ridiculous that masking in schools is even up for debate in Montana. It is our 
responsibility to keep our children safe. I'm writing you to support mandatory masking in schools to protect our children. I 
trust that Missoula County public schools will do the right thing and implement mandatory masking for all elementary 
school students, as none of these children are eligible for the vaccine. I also support mandatory masking for middle 
school and high school to slow the spread in our community and protect children and teachers. Please make the right 
choice so parents can safely send our children back to school where they can thrive this year. 

Sincerely, 
Sarah Fangsrud 

Sarah Fangsrud 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Masks in schools 

Gini Porter <giniporter@gmail.com> 
To: 0publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Hello, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 11:10 AM 

I am a parent of a high school student that will be returning to in-person classes this fall. She is vaccinated and she will 
also be wearing a mask. We have immunocompromised family members that are unable to get vaccinated. We fully 
support a mask mandate for in person classes. There are too many students to maintain social distancing measures and 
so many different interactions that can spread the virus. As a community we need to take precautions to slow the spread, 
especially of the emerging delta variant. Please decide to follow guidance from the CDC and local public health officials. 

Thank you for protecting our youth and vulnerable populations. 
- Gini

Gini Porter 
406-360-2944
giniporter@gmail.com
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Masking up per AAP and CDC Recommendations 

Becky Krantz <beckykrantz@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Dear Dr. Watson, Members of the Board, and Members of the COVID Task Force, 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 11 :27 AM 

As much as I was hoping to return to normal/without my mask in the fall, I trust science and the 

recommendations of our top medical staff and agencies to recommend the best course of action and I hope 

you will, too. Please listen to expert recommendations and not the noise of local commenters who are more 

concerned with comfort than safety. 

I was excited to be considered fully vaccinated back in April, but I continue to follow masking guidelines and 

other recommendations out of respect for my fellow humans, especially those vulnerable populations who 

are unable to be vaccinated. The small inconvenience I face wearing a mask indoors while around others is 

well-worth knowing I am doing my part to help us beat back a deadly virus. It is frustrating to see such 

politicized behavior around an issue of public health. Because our MT Legislature has declared schools 

cannot collect vaccination records from students, we cannot know if our 12-18 populations are vaccinated at 

a high enough rate to prevent spread at school. 

Until we can overcome vaccine resistance and the shocking rise in disinformation and arm-chair scientists, 

it is best that we accept the recommendations of the American Association of Pediatrics and the Centers for 

Disease Control, who both clearly indicate that universal grecautions like masking are currently_ 

necessarY. in environments like schools. I won't paste all the recommendations, because they are easily 

accessible and I know you have read them. 

A close friend of mine(and an MCPS employee) has long-haul COVID symptoms and I am familiar with too 

many others who have suffered loss of family or long-haul disease to behave so recklessly with othe� 

people's health. I have a 2 month old daughter at home and I am starting to lose hope that my community 

cares for her health and the health of other vulnerable populations enough to vaccinate themselves so we 

can safely lower mitigation measures. 

Thank you for your time and for your thoughtful decision that (hopefully) relies on research and evidence

based recommendations by experts in the field to protect the health and futures of our students and staff. 

Becky Dupre 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Required masks 

Donald Resset <ressetda@hotmail.com> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

To Whom It May Concern, 

Do not require our school children to wear masks. 

Thank you. 

Don Resset 

1910 Wyoming St AptE 

Missoula. MT 59801 

Sent from Mail for Windows 10 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 11 :34 AM 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Masks - Public Comment 

Christy Griesse <cgriesse@live.com> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Hello, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 11 :36 AM 

Reaching out regarding the masking for MCPS. My step daughter attends Jeanette Rankin. I feel 

strongly that the children should continue to mask during this pandemic, given children under the age of 12 

are unable to acquire a vaccine at this point. 

I feel strongly that public health outweighs the dissatisfaction of comfort/annoyance of masking. 

Thank you! 

Christy 



8/3/2021 

MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Masks 

Trevor Subith <subith56@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Missoula County Public Schools Mail - Masks 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 11 :40 AM 

I am a father of 4 in MCPS. The masking of our children in our eyes is something that should be a choice. My kids had 
issues with masks and the harm it caused them mentally. I vote no mask. Thank you 

Sent from my iPhone 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Don't mask children using junk-science 

roy@roymckenzie.me <roy@roymckenzie.me> Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 11 :48 AM 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 
Cc: Governor Gianforte <governor@mt.gov>, Elsie.Arntzen@mt.gov, Mike Starmer <mike.starmer@protonmail.com>, bee 
<bcc@missoulacounty.us> 

There are no randomized control trial studies that show masking reduces transmission of SARS-CoV-2 to a statistically 
significant degree. 

Don't use junk-science to mask children. 

1. Surgical mask / cloth face mask studies
Community and Close Contact Exposures Associated with COVID-19 Among Symptomatic Adults
�18 Years in 11 Outpatient Health Care Facilities - United States, July 2020

The US Centre for Disease Control performed a study which showed that 85 percent of those 
who contracted Covid-19 during July 2020 were mask wearers. Just 3.9 percent of the study 
participants never wore a mask. 
Original: https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/vol umes/69/wr/pdfs/mm6936a5-H. pdf 
Erratum. correction: https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6938a7.htm?s_cid=mm6938a7 _w 
https://www. the blaze .com/op-ed/horowitz-cdc-study-covid-masks 

2. Facial protection for healthcare workers during pandemics: a scoping review
This study used 5462 peer-reviewed articles and 41 grey literature records.

"Conclusion: The COVID-19 pandemic has led to critical shortages of medical-grade PPE. Alternative forms 
of facial protection offer inferior protection. More robust evidence is required on different types of medical
grade facial protection. As research on COVID-19 advances, investigators should continue to examine the 
impact on alternatives of medical-grade facial protection" 
So how is your cloth and surgical mask working again if EVEN medical grade alternatives are failing ? 
Study Article: https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32371574/ 

3. Physical interventions to interrupt or reduce the spread of respiratory viruses
"There is moderate certainty evidence that wearing a mask probably makes little or no difference to
the outcome of laboratory-confirmed influenza compared to not wearing a mask"

Study article: https://pubmed .ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33215698/ 

4. Disposable surgical face masks for preventing surgical wound infection in clean surgery
"We included three trials, involving a total of 2106 participants. There was no statistically
significant difference in infection rates between the masked and unmasked group in any of the trials"

Study article: https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/27115326/ 

5. Disposable surgical face masks: a systematic review
Two randomized controlled trials were included involving a total of 1453 patients. In a small trial there was a
trend towards masks being associated with fewer infections, whereas in a large trial there was no difference
in infection rates between the masked and unmasked group.

Study article: https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/16295987/ 

6. Evaluating the efficacy of cloth facemasks in reducing particulate matter exposure
"Our results suggest that cloth masks are only marginally beneficial in protecting individuals
from particles<2.5 µm" Study article: https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/27531371/ 7. Face seal leakage of
half masks and surgical masks "The filtration efficiency of the filter materials was good, over 95%,
for particles above 5 micron in diameter but great variation existed for smaller particles. Coronavirus
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is 0.125 microns. therefore these masks wouldn't protect you from the virus" Study 
article: https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/4014006/ 8. Comparison of the Filter Efficiency of Medical 
Nonwoven Fabrics against Three Different Microbe Aerosols "The filter efficiencies against influenza 
virus particles were the lowest" "We conclude that the filter efficiency test using the phi-X174 phage 
aerosol may overestimate the protective performance of nonwoven fabrics with filter structure compared to 
that against real pathogens such as the influenza virus" Study article: https://pubmed.ncbi. 
nlm.nih.gov/29910210/ 9. Aerosol penetration through surgical masks 

Roy McKenzie 
roy@roymckenzie.me 
415-471-0253

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=b28cda591 0&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A 1707095272691448995&simpl=msg-f%3A 17070952726 ... 2/2 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

health protocols for back to school 

Susan Roy <susannejroy@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 12:11 PM 

We appreciate all the health protocols last year adopted by the Board to keep the in-person schooling as a healthy option 
for children. We are concerned about the coming year and urge the Board to adopt mask mandates, or a masking 
requirement linked to Covid cases, and social distancing. 

As a grandparent who picked up an elementary grandchild last year, we saw how easily the children adapted to using 
masks. As did all the people meeting children in the school yard. The elementary children prefer the in-person 
schooling, and it is important for their social development. 

If, however, there are no protective health protocols, parents will have no choice but to keep children home. 

Thank you again. 

Susan And Tom Roy 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Mask MCPS 

Theresa Tanner <theresa.tanner@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Dear Board of Trustees, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 12:27 PM 

I am writing in support of continued mask wearing for the Fall of 2021. With new variants in our community and the 
inability for all children to be vaccinated I feel it is imperative that we continue to keep our students, teachers, and staff 
safe from Covid-19. There is no doubt that protocols that were put into place last year not only kept our schools open but 
undoubtedly saved lives. I believe we should continue to be proactive in reducing the spread instead of reactive when 
Covid rages through our school system. Thank you again for keeping our students safe. 

Theresa Pestel 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

MCPS Mask Meeting 8/3/21 

Sharon Bishop <sharonb.coin@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Can't make the meeting �o giving you my 2 cents. 

Wearing a mask should be up to the parent. PERIOD. 
MY BODY MY CHOICE 

Thank You, 
Sharon Bishop 
406.542.5111 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 12:34 PM 
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MCPS mask use in schools 

Missoula County Public Schools Mail - MCPS mask use in schools 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Richard Wilkins <wilkinsrichard2000@yahoo.com> Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 1 :53 PM 
To: "rwatson@mcpsmt.org" <rwatson@mcpsmt.org>, Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Dear MCPS board and staff. 
By now it should be clear that we have all been lied to. By the media, politicians, the medical establishment, and by social 
media. This is a hard pill to swallow but the majority of the state has as well as a good portion of our town, which is clearly 
indicated in the approach of other school districts throughout the state. Those of us understand the difficult impasse we 
face here. After all it was the brilliant Mark Twain who said, "It is easier to fool a man than to convince him he has been 
fooled." And this holds true in human psychology as many of us have a tendency to be stubborn, arrogant and self 
righteous. But at this point it is critical that we awaken to what we see transpiring around us, we have been purposefully 
divided and set against each other, true wisdom comes in discerning the why, but first we must acknowledge the lie. The 
truth can often be shown, in times of tyranny, by information that is censored. In 1930s and 40s Germany censorship 
looked like book burnings. Today the White House Press secretary has declared that they are working directly with social 
media platforms to "suppress disinformation" and though it is clothed in different language it is censorship nonetheless 
and they have been doing this across all major social media platforms and through major media news networks. When 
you cut out a mans tongue you do not invalidate what he has to say but you reveal to the world that you fear it. 
Censorship has no place in our country as is clearly spelled out by the 1st Amendment of our Constitution. And please 
dont even go there with the hate speech rhetoric because its a strawman argument, the only REAL remedy for bad or 
hateful speech is more speech, not censorship, that is why we are Americans and why we have our Constitution. 

One of the most heavily censored groups in America today is Americas Frontline Doctors, a group of patriotic doctors who 
truly care and have been trying to provide the truth to America since July of 2020. Please find below a 6 page document 
from them that I have attached. The document contains 29 separate medical and legal citations and conclusively shows 
masks do not work, and are harmful, especially to children. It also states, as I mentioned in my public comment yesterday, 
that it is both Unconstitutional and illegal per international law via the Nuremburg code, to impose this medical measure 
on anyone who does not consent to it. I do NOT consent and there are MANY more parents and citizens who do not. This 
clearly places you and your organization in violation of the supreme law of the land as well as international law if you 
choose to REQUIRE masks (Rob you were very correct in saying that the wording of Recommended vs Required is 
VERY important). In the realm of a class action lawsuit Lawyers even now are lining up to take cases such as this and 
many cases across the country have already been enjoined and won by those who only desire the freedom to CHOOSE! 
But this is what they want. We should be friends and neighbors, not enemies. Yet we will NOT continue to have our 
children repressed and suffocated by a false narrative. You have an opportunity to turn this around here and now by 
allowing CHOICE and siding with FREEDOM. But if you continue to persist in the abuse of our children, there will come a 
day, when all the truth is revealed, and all who facilitated the abuse will be held to account, legally and criminally, and 
then it will be too late to talk, too late for apologies or platitudes. The ball is in your court. 

Sincerely 

Richard Wilkins 
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upcoming school year 

tiffany bateman <tiffanyabateman@yahoo.com> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 1 :59 PM 

My son, he is 9, has been in camp for most of the entire summer, 5 days a week for 6 hours a day. He is around not only 
different kids each day but also the counselors. They are required to wear masks and no issues have occurred. I would 
believe it to be considered much "safer" for him to be in school and around the same kids for 5 days than at camp? But it 
was HIS decision and he wanted to go. I can bet that most parents and their child or children have traveled and have 
been exposed to far more people than my son has while on their vacation. It is unfortunate that we are back to this 
discussion regarding the school year. I strongly encourage sending the children back to school full time with a mask 
mandate in place. Don't jeopardize the education of the children AGAIN by forcing online classes, especially for the 
students who can't thrive without contact with the outside world, my son included. 

Thank you, 
Tiffany 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Fwd: In support of masking 

Robert Watson <rwatson@mcpsmt.org> 

Rob Watson, EdD 
Superintendent 
Missoula County Public Schools 
Phone: 406-728-2400 ext. 1023 

Confidentiality Notice: 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 2:07 PM 

This email message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipients and may contain confidential 
and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure, or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the 
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all copies of the original message. 

--- Forwarded message ---------
From: Melodie Stenger <melodiestenger@gmail.com> 
Date: Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 1 :23 PM 
Subject: In support of masking 
To: <rwatson@mcpsmt.org> 

Hello, Rob, and hello to the Board-

I have two children in MCPS- one rising freshman at Hellgate, another an 8th grader at Washington. I am writing today in 
support of continued masking in K-12 schools this fall. There are many of us who share this position, and a great number 
of them already feel that showing up in person to large groups is risky, given the Delta variant. I hope you will accept our 
email messages instead. 

Why support masking? The coronavirus will continue to mutate the more it spreads. The more it mutates, the greater the 
likelihood that it not only "breaks through" the vaccines we have currently developed, but does so with greater severity. 
When that happens is something that cannot be predicted. It could happen here, though. It could happen soon. 

It is true that the numbers indicated that those who are currently vaccinated do not *seem* to be at risk of grave 
complications or death due to the Delta variant. But they can spread it. And if they can spread it, it speeds up the 
possibility that we will have a worse variant, and soon. I don't want to go back to the world where my kids can't see their 
grandparents or go to the library or have birthday parties. 

My kids are already used to masks. Let's stick with it a little longer and see if we can't manage to contain the COVID-19, 
and all of its variants. 

Sincerely, 
Melodie Velasco Stenger 
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MCPS masking policy 

David Podrasky <dbpodrasky@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 2:27 PM 

Please keep in place a masking policy that protects school children who are too young to be vaccinated from needlessly 
contracting covid-19. This would entail a masking requirement for all students and staff during indoors, in-person 
instruction. 

My child attends Chief Charla grade 3. 
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public comment re: masking in MCPS schools 

Ian Smith <ianoblio@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org, rwatson@mcpsmt.org 

To Whom it May Concern: 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 2:32 PM 

I am writing to offer my unequivocal support for MCPS to institute an across-the-board mask mandate for all MCPS 
students, irrespective of vaccination status. With COVID-19 infections rising at an alarming rate and with new 
information/understanding about the ability for fully vaccinated individuals to contract COVID-19 and to transmit the 
infection to unvaccinated folks, an across-the-board mask mandate is imperative, in my view. 

As a parent of a both a 2nd grader (who cannot get vaccinated) and a high-school senior (who is vaccinated), I believe 
the MCPS Board of Trustees needs to make decisions regarding masking that protect the most vulnerable members of 
the school population, including kids under 12 and others who cannot receive a vaccination. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Ian Smith 
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Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Public comment re. mask mandate in Missoula schools 

Sloan Howell <sloan.howell@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Superintendent Watson and school board members, 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 2:32 PM 

Thank you for your hard work this last year. My 9-year old son attends Franklin Elementary and the split days, mask 
mandates, and other protocols made in-person attendance feel safer last year. 

This year, as kids under 12 still aren't vaccinated, and cases in Montana are rising, I feel strongly that schools continue 
the science-based protocols designed to limit the spread of COVID-19 in schools in the 2021-2022 school year. 
Specifically, limited class sizes, social distancing, masking, and enhanced sanitizing seem crucial for a safe and 
successful school year. 

In particular, I think requiring masks, at the very least until Missoula reaches a safe level of active cases and/or new 
cases, is absolutely necessary. 

I can imagine how difficult these decisions are, and appreciate the thoughtful work you all do. Please consider requiring 
masks this coming school year. My kid and our whole family thank and support you. 

SJ Howell 
Franklin parent 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 
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Please unmask our children! 

Michelle Mandell <mmandell2186@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 2:35 PM 

I would like to express my concerns regarding mask mandates for our children. 

On June 30, 2021 the Journal of the American Medical Association released a study showing mask wearing in children is 
more harmful than helpful. The study found that after only 3 minutes of wearing a mask, the carbon dioxide levels in the 
air inhaled by the children (average age of 10) increased to 13,120 parts per million and 25,000 ppm for children ages 7. 
https://jamanetwork.com/jou rnals/jamaped iatrics/fu llarticle/27817 43 

To put this into perspective, the normal levels of co2 in the air range from 300-500 ppm, according to OSHA. Levels 
between 2,000 and 5,000 ppm cause headaches, poor concentration, loss of attention, increased heart rate and nausea. 
Exposure to levels greater than 40,000 ppm may lead to serious oxygen deprivation resulting in permanent brain 
damage, coma or even death. If levels increased into the tens of thousands after only 3 minutes of mask wearing, I can 
only imagine what they would be after a full day of wearing one. 

I have worked in the medical field for over 10 years. I am not opposed to masks as I have found them to be very useful 
and helpful in many circumstances. What I am opposed to is forcing everyone to wear a mask. We, as parents, should be 
given a choice on a decision that will affect our children's health, both physical and mental. Let us do our jobs as parents 
and choose what we know to be best for our children. Whether that be sending our kids to school with masks or without, 
the choice should be ours. 

Thank you for your time. 

Michelle Mandell 
Russell parent 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 
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Fwd: Masking this Fall 

Robert Watson <rwatson@mcpsmt.org> 
To: Tracy Long <talong@mcpsmt.org> 

Rob Watson, EdD 
Superintendent 
Missoula County Public Schools 
Phone: 406-728-2400 ext. 1023 

Confidentiality Notice: 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 2:44 PM 

This email message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipients and may contain confidential 
and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure, or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the 
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all copies of the original message. 

--- Forwarded message ---------
From: Danielle Chapin <danielle.c.chapin@gmail.com> 
Date: Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 2:39 PM 
Subject: Masking this Fall 
To: <rwatson@mcpsmt.org> 

Hello, 
Thank you to everyone on the Board for their efforts to make an educated decision regarding masking this fall in school. I 
appreciate that the board is taking into consideration parental comments, but am hopeful that the ultimate decision is 
based on recommendations made by the leading experts in public health. The delta variant has proven to be 50-60% 
more contagious than the initial Covid-19 virus and the alpha variant. How do we manage transmission in schools when 
the majority of kids are not even eligible for the vaccine? The science has shown that the best defense other than vaccine 
is with masking and social distancing. That is why the CDC recommends universal indoor masking for all teachers, 
staff, students, and visitors to K-12 schools, regardless of vaccination status. The American Association of 
Pediatrics has echoed the same recommendation. 

My daughter will be a second grader at Rattlesnake elementary. Masking has come to feel second nature to her. 
At 7 years old she understands that this is a minor inconvenience to her to protect her friends and their families. I 
hope the board will follow the most current guidelines to continue to protect all of our children and their families 
so we can continue to keep children in school, their family members at work, and our community healthy. 

Warmly, 
Danielle Chapin 
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Fwd: Public comment re best way to keep our kids safe this year 
1 message 

Robert Watson <rwatson@mcpsmt.org> 

Rob Watson, EdD 
Superintendent 
Missoula County Public Schools 
Phone: 406-728-2400 ext. 1023 

Confidentiality Notice: 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 2:45 PM 

This email message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipients and may contain confidential 
and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure, or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the 
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all copies of the original message. 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Sarah Cobler <sarahcobler76@gmail.com> 
Date: Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 2:41 PM 
Subject: Public comment re best way to keep our kids safe this year 
To: <rwatson@mcpsmt.org> 

Dear Mr Watson and the MCPS Board, 

Thanks for taking the time to solicit input from the community on the best way to keep our kids safe this year. Our son 
attended Rattlesnake Elementary, and is headed to Washington Middle School this year. We hope the school board will 
continue to use the best available science to guide its decisions, which currently make it clear that school aged kids (and 
everyone else on campus) should wear masks, and to the extent possible, social-distance at school. 

Last year was tough to say the least, and all of us are ready for this public health disaster to be over. Unfortunately, it 
seems like we need to stay the course, and make difficult choices that balance some risk against the need to keep kids 
on a consistent school schedule. The best way to keep our schools open AND safe is to continue to require masks for 
anyone on campus and take other precautions as necessary and available, like providing additional handwashing 
stations, social distancing, taking advantage of outdoor classrooms, and the many other innovations our great teachers 
and school administrators will imagine. 

Younger kids still don't have the option to get vaccinated, and even with vaccines, we're seeing COVID spread. Our kiddo 
will turn twelve this fall after school starts. We are eager to get him vaccinated, but know that won't be enough to keep 
him safe. Many of his class and teammates will be too young to vaccinate. His elderly grandmother lives at home with us. 
If schools aren't taking proper precautions, families like ours won't be able to attend school. We don't need or expect 
special treatment, but know we are not alone. Lots of elderly or otherwise immune-compromised folks will be negatively 
impacted if our schools become disease vectors. 

I know board members, teachers and staff are being pressured by others to loosen restrictions. I understand - no one 
likes being told what to do. But these are remarkable times that require unusual steps. Thank you so much for serving our 
community, and doing all you can to keep our kids safe. 

Sincerely, 
Sarah Cobler, Missoula 
(Address available upon request) 



8/3/2021 Missoula County Public Schools Mail - Masking is important for this fall 
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Masking is important for this fall 

Agatha Light Podrasky <aslight42@gmail.com> 
To: rwatson@mcpsmt.org, publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Hello Mr. Watson, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 3:02 PM 

I fully support MCPS requiring masks in schools this fall, especially for children under 12 who are at risk for contracting 
covid-19 and who cannot yet be vaccinated. Masks are an important safety measure to take to limit the spread of the 
delta variant of covid, which is more contagious than other variants and is causing deaths as I write this. The only way 
lives will ever 'get back to normal' is if we can stop the spread of this virus- and not enough people are making smart 
choices. Case counts are rising and more people are dying. Mask wearing has become grossly politicized, when truly 
only the science of disease transmission should be considered. It's simple- wearing masks cuts down on the virus spread. 
Kids are resilient and are better at following guidelines to protect their health than adults. 

My child spent the entire last school year online in the Missoula Online Academy. She had a year without friends, with 
remote peers. We all made the best of it, but it was extremely hard. We are all exhausted, spent, pushed to the limits of 
tolerance and capacity to deal with all the challenges every day now presents. Have you ever tried to do your job every 
single day for a year, while simultaneously being everything to a child- their parent, teacher, friend? Both my husband and 
I work full time, and I am full of guilt and pain every single day as I try to balance fulfilling the expectations of my 
professional job and the needs of my family and my child- because it is impossible to do it all. 

It increasingly feels like mothers and fathers and young children have been forgotten. My daughter feels like the world is 
turning its back on children- she feels that adults don't think children matter. 'Just go ahead and let the kids get sick- they 
probably won't die .. .' is the message being sent by policy-makers. My daughter is literally living in a society demonstrating 
it does not value her life or her childhood. How do you think that feels? 

We were asked to commit to a second year of online school very early this spring - before anyone could really know what 
covid cases would look like this fall. Optimistically, we did not sign up for another year of online schooling and working 
from home in isolation- it was too hard. We hoped our daughter could be vaccinated before school started. We know now 
that won't happen. Now case numbers are climbing, my daughter is still at risk from this virus, and MCPS is considering 
not requiring masks. 

If you do not require masks and you cannot require vaccines, you are telling children their health is not important. You are 
telling them that to go to school is unsafe- that to go to school with other kids they must take on a new level of risk. 
Haven't schools already been proven to be dangerous enough environments? 

Please, do the right thing. Require masks. It is the least you can do. Show that you care about the safety and well being 
of children. Do you really want to increase the risk to our community? Do you want the spread of this horrible disease to 
continue? 

Kids can't be vaccinated yet. Require masks in schools. 

Sincerely, 
Agatha Podrasky 
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Fall 2021 COVID mitigation strategies 

Erin Semmens <eosemmens@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Dr. Watson, Board Members, and COVID Task Force Members: 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 3:04 PM 

I am a parent of a Washington 6th grader and a Paxson 2nd grader. I am writing in support of continuing COVID 
precautionary measures into fall 2021 including requiring that all staff and students in MCPS schools wear masks. 
Schools were not major sources of transmission last year because of the extensive measures put in place and the 
outstanding cooperation of staff, students, and families. I know so many, including our family, appreciated these measures 
and the cooperation because they made it possible for our kids to attend school in person as safely as possible. 
Continued COVID mitigation strategies are justified because: 

1) We have accelerated spread in our community. Missoula County reported 52 new cases today and a 20 case per
100,000 person seven day daily average.

2) Vaccines are remarkably effective -even against the delta variant- in preventing serious disease, but elementary
school and many middle school students are not yet eligible for them. The latest Missoula County Vaccine Data Report
indicates that 29.8% of 12-14 year olds and 49.8% of 15-19 year olds are fully vaccinated. The majority of Missoula
County residents in the middle school and high school age ranges still have not been vaccinated.

3) Kids can get and spread COVID.

4) Masks prevent COVID transmission and are best at preventing transmission when everyone is wearing one.

Please continue implementing COVID precautions in schools to keep our kids healthy and in school. 

Thanks very much for considering my comment and continued thanks for your leadership and efforts, 
Erin Semmens 
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Please establish a mask mandate 

Kristina Hubbard <kristina.hubbard@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Dear school board: 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 3:07 PM 

Thank you for protecting my child's health last year with mask mandates, social distancing, limits on group sizes, and 
sanitizing protocols. It made all the difference in the world and my appreciation cannot be overstated. 

I strongly support ongoing social distancing and a mask mandate this year as Montana (and the broader country) 
navigates ongoing COVID cases, including variants. 

In-person teaching is important to our children, and schools that mandate masks and other precautions keep kids safe 
and allow working parents (like myself!) to keep putting food on the table. 

It's worth noting that the U.S. Secretary of Education is recommending in-person education with masks. I'm hopeful 
school can be in session this fall with safety precautions in place. My preference is for my child to return to schools with a 
mask mandate, social distancing rules in place, and consistent sanitization protocols as well. 

Respectfully, 

Kristina Hubbard 
59802 
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Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Please follow the CDC's masking guidance for K-12 schools 

Bryan von Lossberg <bvonlossberg@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 
Cc: Rob Watson <rwatson@mcps.k12.mt.us> 

Dear MCPS Board: 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 3:22 PM 

My wife and I are parents of an MCPS fourth grader at Lowell. First and foremost, thank you for your service to this 
community and our children. We are proud to have a child attend an MCPS school. To date your leadership and that of 
Superintendent Watson and senior staff has been exceptional in an excruciatingly difficult time. 

Thank you. We are grateful parents. 

Please hold true to the sensible, science-informed path you have navigated so effectively. 

U.S. Education Secretary Miguel Cardona recommends that school systems follow the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention's masking guidance for K-12 schools recommending "universal indoor masking for all teachers, staff, students, 
and visitors to schools, regardless of vaccination status." 

We support that guidance unequivocally. Our child's in-person attendance this fall depends on it. 

We are also aware that you are receiving significant commentary promoting claims that are, at best, mistaken and, at 
worst, lies - including claims that wearing masks increases the carbon dioxide levels in children's blood to an extent that 
compromises child safety, that masks are ineffective as a preventative/mitigating COVID measure, and that children don't 
die from COVID. 

Those claims are false - and a disservice to the crucial role our schools play in childhood safety, development, and 
happiness. 

Again, thank you for your service and commitment to our children. 

Respectfully, 
Bryan von Lossberg 
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Public Comment for Covid Task Force Meeting on 8/4 

Beth Gherlein <bgherlein@gmail.com> Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 3:28 PM 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org>, "rwatson@mcpsmt.org" <rwatson@mcpsmt.org> 

MCPS Trustees, Committee, and Task Force Members, 

I am writing to publicly and urgently express my support for the authority of the MCPS Board in instituting COVID 
mitigation policies, especially the requirement of face coverings for everyone in MCPS buildings. 

I want to start by thanking the board, the superintendent, and the COVID task force for the incredible and very difficult job 
they did last year keeping students safe through mask wearing, social distancing, reduced class sizes, and the remote 
learning option. I know difficult decisions were made in the interest of community health and safety. I implore the board to 
be brave and continue to make the tough (and sometimes unpopular) decisions we will need to keep our children and our 
community safe in the coming school year. 

I am the a parent of 6 year old rising kindergartener at Paxon and I am deeply invested in keeping MCPS in person 
learning as safe as it can be this year. My daughter absolutely needs in person school for her social, emotional, and 
academic health. My husband and I also co-own a business in Missoula, Tandem Bakery, and we can not continue 
running our business, supporting our family, and providing jobs for our employees without safe and reliable childcare for 
our kids. I know that everyone here understands the crisis we are facing with the Delta variant and the incredibly 
important role that MCPS plays in helping this community navigate the crisis. My daughter, like all of our kids, deserves a 
safe and stable place to learn and grow this year. My sixty-eight year old mother and seventy-one year old father-in-law, 
both Missoula community members, need to feel that they can hug their grandchildren without risking their own lives. My 
family, like many, many, Missoula families, needs safe and stable childcare in order to continue working and supporting 
ourselves. Our community also desperately needs employees who feel safe sending their kids to school while they work. 

The board has an enormous responsibility here. We are counting on you to do the right thing and put the health and 
safety of our community first. Thank you for all of your dedication and service in these unprecedented times. 

Sincerely, 
Beth Gherlein 
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Support fall masking 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Ashley Ostheimer Hilliard <ashley.nicholemt@gmail.com> Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 3:59 PM 
To: Robert Watson <rwatson@mcps.k12.mt.us>, "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Hello, 
I am writing to support fall masking of students and staff in all grades, regardless of vaccination status. Wearing masks is 
a small price to pay to keep infections down and support consistency for our schools and kids schedules. 
Thank YOLJ, 
Ashley Hilliard 
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Please require masks 

Alecia Gray <alcgry@gmail.com> 
To: rwatson@mcpsmt.org, publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 4:02 PM 

Please, for the safety of our children, teachers, staff, and community, require masks this upcoming school year. 

All children under 12 cannot be vaccinated and are vulnerable to the rapidly spreading Delta variant. Masks are a critical 
component to their health and safety. It's a simple thing that slows the spread. 

You have my full support to mandate masks. This action will align with public health recommendations from the AAP and 
the CDC. 

Thank you, 
Alecia Gray 
Mom of an 11 y.o. rising 6th grader 
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Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

School Masking 

kmasella <kmasella@q.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Good afternoon. 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 4:05 PM 

I'm not sure why anyone would need to wonder why it is that we're back in the situation of Covid 19 cases not only on the 
rise, but the virus being even more contagious than the last version of itself. 

Had we all banded together and wore masks and gotten vaccinated, no one would have to be having this ridiculous 
argument of masking again this year. 

Of course we should be in masks ... because the vaccinated folks are able to still spread the virus and there are far too 
many beings still un-vacinnated for us to somehow turn a blind eye to it and believe it'll miraculously go away while we 
pretend we don't need to protect ourselves and our kids. 

You have a responsibility to the students and staff to do all you can to help minimize the spread of this. 
It's very apparent that too many folks still aren't taking this seriously and doing what actually can be done to minimize this 
... and that's taking the vaccine and wearing a mask. 

This shouldn't be a difficult decision if your true goal is to keep people safe and healthy. 
Don't waste time getting caught up in the antics of those disavowing the facts. 

Besides that, how many more meetings and semesters and school years do you want to have this same argument? 

It's not that tough of a decision. 
Do you want to protect the health of your students and staff or not? 

Kim Masella 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 



8/4/2021 Missoula County Public Schools Mail - CDC's researched guidance must be followed - we must mask up! 

MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

CDC's researched guidance must be followed - we must mask up! 

Jobyna McCarthy <jobymac@yahoo.com> Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 3:39 PM 
To: "rwatson@mcpsmt.org" <rwatson@mcpsmt.org>, "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Dear Superintendent Watson and School Board Members, 

We must protect kiddos 12 & under, and the CDC guidance stating that masks should be mandated and worn 
for ALL students/ staff/ faculty regardless of vaccination status. We are vaccinated and still can carry the virus to 
our most vulnerable, which right now, are our kiddos who cannot receive the vaccination yet. Also, hospitals are 
overwhelmed again with covid and overworked nurses - let's keep the flu at bay for another year by requiring 
masks! 

Best, 
Jobyna 

Jobyna McCarthy [she \ her] 
https: / / nmdrp.me/ jo bynamccarthy 

I Accept Mariah's Challenge! 
http://mariahschallenge.com 
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Masks in schools 

Marcia Storer <marciastorer@hotmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 4: 12 PM 

As the younger children have no way of being vaccinated, please insist that all students wear masks. Not only will this 
help protect the children but also their parents and grandparents. I am extremely afraid that our grandchildren will catch 
the virus but also want them to experience in-school learning. Not only are the students at risk but so are all the staff 
members. While wearing masks is a reasonable way to reduce exposure and the threat of Coronavirus, it will insure that 
kids will be allowed to have in-person learning. Thank you. 
Sincerely 
Marcia Storer 

Sent from my iPad 

1/1 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Concern about remote learning for AV 2021-2022 

Hellem, Tracy Lynn <THellem@chamberlain.edu> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Dear, MCPS Board. 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 4:13 PM 

I am writing to voice my concern regarding potentially opting for remote learning for 
the 2021-2022 AY. While the delta variant is concerning, there are several concerns 
and dangers in the world that we co-habit with and continue attending school despite 
of. The psychological and learning disruptions for isolating children at home are 
more concerning to me than my child contracting COVID. 

The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) recommends that children and staff 
wear masks during school hours to protect unvaccinated populations (e.g., children 

under the age of 12 years). Further, the AAP strongly advocates for children 
attending school in person. My hope is that the Board carefully considers 
recommendations from academies, like the AAP (i.e., a panel of experts regarding 
pediatric physical, mental, social and developmental health), when deciding about 

the 2021-2022 AY. 

Thank you, 

Tracy Hellem 

1 / 1  
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Mask usage in the fall 

Kelly McKinnie <kellymckinnie@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Hi, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 4:29 PM 

I will have a 4th and a 6th grader in MCPS schools this fall. Please, please, please, require masks for all students and 
teachers/administrators this fall. I was really proud of MCPS last year and all they did to keep our kids safe. It worked! As 
we see case numbers rise again I would very much like to see MCPS continue to use a science based approach to 
determining when masks should no longer be required. Elementary schools will have classrooms full of unvaccinated 
students, middle schools will be a little better and hopefully HS schools will have many vaccinated students. I say masks 
for all until case numbers are way down and all students can be vaccinated! 

T hanks for listening. 

Kelly McKinnie 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Covid Task Force 

Timothy Mitchell <timothy.b.mitchell@me.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

To whom it may concern: 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 4:30 PM 

I am unable to be present for today's COVID task force meeting, however, I would like my comments submitted for the 
record. 

As a physician I have been on the front lines of dealing with the pandemic for the past 18 months. Over the past few 
months it appeared that there was a light at the end of the tunnel, infections and deaths had dramatically fallen since the 
introduction of wide-spread vaccination. However, over the past few weeks there has been an abrupt change in the 
outlook of this pandemic. The delta variant has thrown us a curveball and we are now seeing exponential growth in 
infections. The delta variant does not appear to be sparing children like previous variants did. Worldwide there has been a 
significant increase in childhood deaths related to COVID-19. Here in the United States children's hospitals in areas with 
low vaccination rates have seen a significant increase in hospitalizations. 

Unfortunately, those between ages 5-12 are unable to be vaccinated leaving them vulnerable to this disease. It's true 
many will either be a symptomatic or mildly symptomatic. Others, however, will end up with long-COVID symptoms and 
god forbid worse outcomes. We have to take this vulnerable population into consideration with crafting a plan to return to 
the classroom. 

It is vitally important for our kids to be able to return to the classroom. We are never going to eliminate the risk of adverse 
outcomes, but there are simple, straightforward steps that we can take to reduce the risk of spread. 

1) Continue to strongly encourage vaccination in all individuals are eligible.
2) For employees who have decided not to vaccinate, implement masking with N-95s, face shields, and weekly COVID
testing.
3) Implement mask mandates for all school age children, regardless of age or vaccination status. It has been shown that
vaccinated individuals are still able to spread the disease. We should be attempting to reduce the risk of spread as much
as possible.

Again, I feel that it is vitally important to allow kids to return to the classroom this fall, however, we must do so in a safe 
and logical manner. 

Sincerely, 

Timothy Mitchell, MD 
- Father of a soon to be kindergartner in the MCPS system.
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Please implement a mask mandate 

Dylan Rincker Counseling <dylanrinckercounseling@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

MCPS 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 4:35 PM 

I am writing a short and direct email in my support of mask wearing in schools where kids 12 and under are enrolled. This 
should be the case until ample time has been provided to get this demographic effectively vaccinated. 
Sincerely, 
Dylan Rincker, Lowell Elementary Parent 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Covid restrictions 

sasha_abrahamson@yahoo.com <sasha_abrahamson@yahoo.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 4:40 PM 

I am writing to let you know that we feel very strongly that masks should be mandatory in MCPS schools. Until our 
children under the age of 12 are able to be vaccinated, masks are best protection. Additionally, for those immune 
compromised people who cannot get the vaccine, we all need to do our part to decrease the spread. Furthermore, as 
covid is on the rise again in our community, we should not have to choose between our children's safety and in-person 
learning. 

Thank you, 
Sasha Abrahamson and Jop Geurtjens 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Mask mandate comment 

Rachel Kantor <patteecanyonoutdoorschool@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Hello, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 4:47 PM 

In light of the delta variant now circulating in Missoula County and the significantly increased risk it poses in terms of 
transmissibility, as well as the increased health impacts it can cause in children compared to the older variants, and the 
up to 30% (exact number is debatable due to lack of research) possibility of children developing Post Acute Sequela of 
Covid 19 (as someone currently experiencing this I do not wish this upon anyone, especially for a child), and finally, the 
lack of vaccination for younger children and the low vaccination rate in older children, I ask that a mask mandate be put in 
place for all students and staff at MCPS. A mask requirement in schools is also the recommendation of the AAP and the 
CDC, organizations whose recommendations have been followed previously by MCPS and used to justify previous school 
decisions in regards to covid19 policy, so I hope those recommendations continue to be followed to ensure the greatest 
chance of student and staff safety. 

Thank you, 
Rachel Kantor 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Masking policy 

Audrey Elias <campbell.02@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Good afternoon! 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 4:47 PM 

I am writing to both thank the MCPS board for making difficult choices that kept our children safe and in school last year, 
and to ask that a mask mandate be put in place for the coming year, whether across the board or related to certain 
metrics in the community(% vaccinated in the school, cases/100k, test positivity rate, etc.). 

My son is an upcoming 4th grader at Lowell Elementary. We were able to send him to school and after-school care 
without worry, even during the height of the 2020 pandemic, because we knew everyone in that school cared for his 
health and the health of their fellow staff and faculty members. Masking was not a big deal, it was expected, and it was 
informed by science. The Secretary of Education is recommending mandatory masking for the coming year, and I hope 
the school board is strong enough and smart enough to follow their recommendations. 

I know many comments have been made regarding supposed problems with masking. As a health-care provider and a 
researcher, these claims are spurious at best, logically inconsistent and wildly unscientific. Educators should know better 
than to base policy that impacts the health and education of our children on fearful and spurious claims. I urge you to live 
up to the example you set so gracefully last year, and institute a masking policy that is not "optional." 

Thank you for your attention--
Audrey Elias, PT, PhD 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

(no subject) 

Mica Kantor <27kanmic@student.mcpsmt.org> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 4:56 PM 

Hi, I am going to 7 grade at Washington Middle school. I would not feel safe going to school if masks were not required. 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Public comment for covid task 8/3/21 meeting 

Melissa Matassa-Stone <melissa_matassa@hotmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 6:50 PM 

I support that CDC guidance be used in the determination of a mask mandate for students and staff, 
especially for those students ages 12 and under as this population is not eligible for vaccination. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Melissa Matassa-Stone 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Mask wearing during the 2021-2022 AV. 

Brian Gregoire <gregoire.brianj@gmail.com> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Dear COVID task-force, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 7: 19 PM 

First of all, thank you for the time and effort that you have put into this complicated scenario of guiding MCPS through 
COVID. Secondly, I want to voice my support in the wearing of wearing masks in MCPS buildings and classrooms for the 
coming academic year. 
With the rise of the Delta variant and large amounts of our community at risk, I feel that it it the responsible thing to do for 
the greater good of our community. 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 

-Brian Gregoire.
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Masks in MCPS 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Isaac Kantor <isaac@kantorlawmt.com> Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 8:30 PM 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org>, "rwatson@mcps.k12.mt.us" <rwatson@mcps.k12.mt.us> 

Dear Dr.Watson and MCPS, 

I encourage you to require masks for students and employees when MCPS opens this fall. With our COVID numbers on 
the rise, and the Delta variant being dangerous to children, many of whom are too young to be vaccinated, this is the 
wise choice, and also the recommendation of the CDC and other authorities. I have children at Washington Middle School 
and Sentinel High this year. 

Thank you, 
Isaac Kantor 

Sent from my iPhone 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Covid task force 

Missoula County Public Schools Mail - Covid task force 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

A Stevens <a_t_stevens@hotmail.com> Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 9:01 PM 
To: "rwatson@mcpsmt.org" <rwatson@mcpsmt.org>, "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Hello, 

I'm writing to submit public comment regarding mask requirements when school begins later this month. 

I strongly urge you to require masks for all students, teachers, and staff. This is a simple requirement that many of us are 
already used to, that can drastically reduce the spread of COVID-19 as well as other illnesses. With the Delta variant 
taking hold around the country and world, and the likelihood of other variants developing and spreading as well, we need 
to remain vigilant. Since many of your students are too young to be vaccinated, this is the only way to keep them safe. 
And with breakthrough infections, and the vaccinated still capable of transmitting the virus, masking in the schools will 
also protect the families, friends, and community members of your students, teachers, and staff. 

I cannot see any justifiable reason to NOT make masks a requirement of attendance. We have made it this far in this 
pandemic. Please don't drop the ball at this critical moment. 

My son is just old enough to start kindergarten this year, but I am not sending him to public school, in part because of 
COVID-19. If we remain vigilant now, we all hope the public health crisis will abate by next fall. Maybe then he can start 
school in a world that doesn't require masks. However, if we are reckless now, who knows how much worse the pandemic 
could get? Please require masks for everyone entering school buildings this school year. 

Thank you, 

Abigail Carey 
540 River Court 
Missoula, MT 59801 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Please Require Masks in Schools 

Noah Becher <noah.becher@gmail.com> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Hello, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 7:18 AM 

COVID-19 cases have been exploding across the nation and in Missoula county. 

I urge MCPS to require masks for all. They are a low cost intervention and have very little to no downsides. CDC and 
AAP guidelines both recommend masks for all in schools. 

My daughters are not yet in public schools but many of their daycare and preschool classmates have siblings in k-12 
schools. I urge you to follow the expert recommendations and require masks to help keep them safe until we are past 
this pandemic or at least at much lower case rate. 

Thank you, 
Noah Becher RN 
Noah.becher@gmail.com 
859-468-71 07
1125 Milton St, Missoula, MT 59802
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Covid task force comments 

Rachael Griess <rachaelgriess@yahoo.com> 
Reply-To: Rachael Griess <rachaelgriess@yahoo.com> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Hi there, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 7:36 AM 

I wanted to submit my statement to the COVID task force in support of MCPS following the recommendations of the CDC 
and AAP in requiring masking in school for age groups not yet eligible for vaccination. 

(I was unable to submit my comment via the website link but reached out to the covid questions email). 

Thank you, 
Rachael Herynk 

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Support for Masks in Schools 

Megan Schultz <megantannerschultz@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Hello-

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 7:43 AM 

I have an incoming kindergartener, and I support masks in Missoula County Public Schools. 
Until vaccinations are available to younger children, I feel masks are an important step to keeping our children safe. 
Megan Schultz 
1620 S 9th St W 
Missoula, MT 59801 
406-544-4800
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Pro Mask 

Travis D <travisdoria@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 7:55 AM 

It is criminal that public comment is needed to advocate for scientific best practices. While the anti mask, anti vax people 
are more vocal, they are objectively wrong about the science. 

To protect our children and our community, please follow the CDCs guidelines and have school children wear a mask all 
year. 

Travis Doria 

Travis Doria 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Public comment for covid task 8/3/21 meeting and MCOS school board meeting 

Samantha Schmidt <samschmidt406@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 8:32 AM 

I support the mask mandate fir all schools 12 and under as this population cannot receive the vaccination even if they 
wanted. They have a right to a safe learning environment and until the vaccination is available for this age group a mask 
mandate is the only option. 

We have 2 children under the age of 12 and if there is not a mask mandate we will need to seek other safe options. This 
does not seem right to put that kind of burden on parents when a safe environment is not too much to expect as part of 
the education system. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Sam Schmidt 
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Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

No masks for our young children so they can learn and live. 

Susan Reneau <bluemountain@montana.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Dear School Board Trustees and School Superintendent Rob Watson, 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 8:35 AM 

The email given to the audience last night at last night's COVID-19 Task Force 
meeting was publiccomment@mcps.org for sending this comment to you, but the 
correct email is publiccomment@mcpsmt.org, so I am resending my comments to 
you. Please give out the correct email when you are in a public meeting. 

I know I must write this email to you by Aug. 10 since you will vote on whether to force 
all children in Missoula County Public Schools to wear masks or not on that date at 6 
p.m. at the School Board room at 909 South Avenue across from Sentinel High School. I
hope you hear from many citizens that are equally concerned about the future of our
children's education and mental development. I also hope that the media will do stories
about the volume of parents and grandparents that have spoken to the Covid-19 Task
Force that will give their recommendations to you on Aug. 10. I will be at the Aug. 10
School Board of Trustees' meeting to speak during the public comment period.

I know the media and public can listen to the testimony by contacting the School Board 
office if they didn't attend the Covid-19 meetings. The comments are enlightening. I 
hope you listen to these sincere citizens that took time out from their lives to speak 
because they are so worried about the welfare of their children. 

I fear that you are not listening to the public and especially the parents that are raising 
our children in Missoula, but I continue to say that children should not wear masks in 
school. I call masks face diapers. When school opens this fall, children must not be 
required to wear cloth masks that not only smother fresh air and muffle words but cover 
up facial expressions and body language so necessary for learning. Wearing a mask while 
inside hampers proper breathing and forces a human to inhale carbon dioxide as they 
naturally exhale. Children tell me they become dizzy and develop headaches when they 
have to wear masks for six to eight hours. 

After attending the Covid-19 Task Force meetings where hundreds of parents and 
grandparents spoke out against masks and a handful of people spoke in favor of masks, 
I am convinced these members have made up their minds to recommend to you that all 
children in Missoula County Schools must wear masks, which is a true tragedy. 

https://mail.google .com/mail/u/3?ik=b28cda591 0&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A 1707173732295655345&simpl=msg-f%3A 17071737322... · 1 /4 





8/4/2021 Missoula County Public Schools Mail - No masks for our young children so they can learn and live. 

My focus of concern is for the students, not the adult staff. Children do not infect 
adults. Adults infect each other and infect themselves because of their lifestyle choices. 
I also have no patience for adults that refuse to get the vaccines that were developed in 
warp speed thanks to President Trump's Administration that funded all the development 
and developed all the distribution systems. Never in the history of modern medical 
history has a vaccine ever been developed so quickly and effectively. 

Please choose Option 5 that allows parents the power to let their children wear masks or 
not. You do not give a child a band-aid with out parental permission but you order 
parents to wrap filthy cloth masks over their children's faces that do nothing to protect 
them from a microscopic virus that was engineered to kill adults. 

You are not following any science. Face diapers are not science. 

Show love for the children and let children return to their normal school experience in 
every way. 

No masks. Open the schools completely. Get back to putting the children first. 

Susan Campbell Reneau 

Missoula resident in zip code 59803 

Thank you for submitting your public comment. Just like comments made in person at a public board meeting, the comments you submit through 

email are public record and are available for any member of the Board and public to read. Please refrain from referring to confidential student or 

staff information, or making derogatory comments about students or staff members. If you do provide private confidential information, we will 

redact that information before placing it in any public document. Please refer to Board Policy 1441 for more information about public comments in 

general. Thank you! 

Susan Reneau <bluemountain@montana.com> Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 11:15 AM 
To: Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

I find this statement confirming a public comment to be very condescending and 
inappropriate. Why do you assume that people will do the wrong thing? If there is a 
comment sent that has personal information in it, you have the ability to remove it or 
black it out in this day of technology. 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/3?ik=b28cda591 0&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A 1707173732295655345&simpl=msg-f%3A 17071737322... 3/4 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

masks for students 

Wynne Winter <jwinter00@me.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Hello, 
I'm writing to share my strong support for masks for our students this school year. 
Many thanks, 
Wynne Winter 
11060 Windemere Drive 
Missoula MT 59804 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 8:51 AM 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Masks in school 

DeRae Matuszek <deraematuszek@hotmail.com> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 8:59 AM 

The CDC has today recommended that everyone in K-12 mask indoors. MCPS should be following the 

advice of our nation's health experts and require masks for students in the upcoming year. Especially 

considering that the Delta variant is more harmful to children than the original strain. 

Thanks, 
DeRae Matuszek 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

public comment regarding masking in school 

Maria lies <maria.c.iles@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

To Whom It May Concern, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 8:59 AM 

I am seeing a lot of opinions being presented regarding mark usage and COVID safety in schools. 
This is not a matter of OP-inion. 

Based on recommendations from public health officials, the CDC, and the American Academy of Pediatrics, it is clear that 
all students returning to in-person school should be wearing masks regardless of vaccination status. 

Furthermore, we are all aware that children under 12 are unable to be vaccinated and at further risk. It would be careless 
to allow students or teachers to return to in-person schooling without masks. 

I hope that Missoula County Public Schools listens to science and medical professionals to guide them in medical 
decision making - much like we, as parents, trust you as our educational professionals for our children's educational 
needs. 

Maria lies 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Unmask children  

Lara Hammond <laramurat@gmail.com> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Hello, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 9:24 AM 

I would like to express my strong support for unmasking our children for the school year 
2021/2022. 

My children have worn masks for more than 1000 hours this year. Studies have shown wearing 
masks increasing the inhalation of carbon dioxide in children to an unhealthy amount in just 3 
minutes. 

I am more concerned about the negative effects of long-term mask wearing than I am about Covid 
for my three young children. The virus does not appear to be targeting those younger than 12 
years old. Influenza kills more young children than Covid does, and we have never required mask
wearing or flu shots to attend school. 

Please change mask wearing in schools to be optional and a decision made at the family level. 

Thank you for your time. 

Lara Hammond 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

MASK students, Staff and visitors in Missoula County Public Schools 

Nan Dunne Byington <dunnebyington@gmail.com> Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 9:30 AM 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

To the Missoula County Public School Board, 

THANK YOU so much for your public service. It's a huge commitment, with enormous responsibility. I am writing today 
specifically regarding your decision-making related to the COVID-19 pandemic. I want you to know you have my 
support, the support of the majority of residents of Missoula, and most importantly, you have the support of 
medical science, and HISTORY, to mandate the use of masks for student, Staff and visitors in Missoula County 
Public schools. 

More that 72,000 kids in the USA are currently ill with COVID19 (CNN, 8.4.21) Most of them are having a miserable but 
survivable experience. Some are dying, horribly, of COVID19 induced pneumonia especially. 

The McDonalds corporation is mandating masks in the face of the Delta variant spread; they are more worried about 
public health than any threat to loss of profit or 'prestige" (CBS News 8.3.21) I expect the same level of concern for public 
health from the Missoula County Public School Board. 

Governor Kay Ivey (R-AL) is now blaming the citizens of her state for not vaccinating; Two months 
ago, the Alabama Legislature passed a vaccine passport ban on the last day of its 2021 
session. Lawmakers rammed the bill through so fast, not even the bill's sponsor, state Sen. 
Arthur Orr, seemed to know what was in it. That bill prohibited schools and universities from 
requiring students to be vaccinated. That bill forced private businesses to accept customers who 
have refused to get vaccinated. Ivey signed that bill into law. Don't be an ineffective hypocrite 
like Ivey. 

Governor Asa Hutchison (R-AR) states he regrets signing a law banning local mask mandates, as COVID cases rise 
rapidly in the state HE WAS ELECTED TO MAKE DECISIONS FOR including to protect public safety of the citizens of his 
state. "In hindsight, I wish that had not become law," he passive aggressively says, without taking personal responsibility 
for the fact that it was he who specifically asked lawmakers to allow school districts to adopt mask mandates. Hutchison 
and others, like Desantis of FL are personal directly responsible for stopping their constituents from being able to follow 
CDC guidance and unfolding medical science. Don't be frankly cruelly stupid like Hutchison and Desantis. 

The following is sourced from a group of medical science researchers making an excellent effort to publicize high quality 
data in an accessible format. I urge you to consider this source to inform your decision making: 
https://www.facebook.com/dearpandemic/posts/375965827365404 

Wearing a mask is one part of a practice of hygiene that has helped the world emerge from pandemics in the past until 
vaccines could be developed and administered. During the four influenza pandemics of the last 100 years, the world was 
able to significantly decrease deaths by practicing mitigation long before vaccines were fully developed. Almost 3% of the 
world's population died from the 1918 flu. By the 2009 flu pandemic, 0.001 to 0.007% of the world's population died. This 
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is due to the careful development of vaccines over time. But quarantine, mask wearing, and proper hygiene keep 
transmission of disease at a minimum until vaccines can be developed and administered. These practices are known to 
help even when effective vaccines are refused. 

We are up against a unique time in history. Though this is a coronavirus, not an influenza virus, prevention measures do 
not change. So if you are vaccinated and in a hotspot where the Delta variant is prominent, wear your mask, keep social
distancing, and wash your hands. Mitigation saves lives. 

https:/ /www.cdc.gov/flu/pandemic-resources/basics/past-pandem ics. html?fbclid = lw AR 1 Rsy4j6tywC72 IBPj6 IC pn pgbp 
0M7ZogMBCh_ 1 gWf_ 1 bMZemYrfcJEUDE 

https://virological.org/t/viral-infection-and-transmission-in-a-large-well-traced-outbreak-caused-by-the-delta-sars-cov-2-
variant/724 ?fbclid=lwAR3y7FgbWgU757FXKE2XIDtbyDKDhP-ilj94zq lnt4FFDjjR7xPbG _zwBYg 

The CDC recommends that schools implement universal indoor masking for all students, teachers, and staff, even among 
people who are vaccinated. 

It should be noted that the CDC issues recommendations, not mandates, so specific policies are still be left up to local 
and state officials, as well as businesses and schools. 

The guidance reflects the changing situation with Delta as well as emerging evidence that vaccinated people may be 
more likely to get infected with Delta than previous variants, and thus can possibly transmit to others (though this 
probability is still dramatically lower than if unvaccinated). When cases are high, the chances of any person, vaccinated or 
unvaccinated getting exposed to the virus is higher, and masks help mitigate this risk. 

The CDC guidance should make it easier for those who want to step up precautions in areas where transmission is high. 

We know many parents will be relieved at the recommendation for masking in schools since kids under 12 have 
not yet had an opportunity to be vaccinated. Again, the decision will be down to local schools and districts, but 
the CDC recommendation should bolster overall support for such policies. 

We know the changing CDC guidance has raised some eyebrows over these many months, but we do appreciate 
our public servants making difficult calls with rapidly changing information. We know this may feel like two steps 
forward and one step back, but we ARE making progress thanks to vaccinations. With Delta rising, taking a step 
towards more precautions in areas with high transmission and with lots of unvaccinated people indoors 
(schools) makes a lot of sense. 

https://www.cdc.gov/ .. ./fully-vaccinated-guidance.html 

https://www.statnews.com/ .. ./cdc-recommend-masks-indoors .. ./ 

Your work is particularly difficult at this time, and rarely will your decisions have a more weighty effect immediately, and 
into the futures of the children of Missoula. Please, resist the impassioned and poorly informed demands of a noisy 
minority. Please, adhere to science. 

With deepest appreciation, 

Nan Dunne Byington, RN, ND 

2046 s ath ST W, Missoula, 59801 

406 544 2302 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Require Masks and Vaccination for all in-person school students and staff 

Sneed Collard <sbcollardiii@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Dear Dr. Watson & School Board, 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 9:52 AM 

I would like to thank you ahead of time for your patience and perseverance in resisting calls by a very vocal and 
misinformed minority wishing to do away with masks and vaccinations in our public schools. Although many of 
mask opponents may be well-intentioned, they clearly are being misinformed and misled by others, many of 
whom are pushing a very narrow and short-sighted political agenda. People who would not hesitate to cover their 
noses when they sneeze in order to prevent someone else from getting a cold now want to expose all of us to 
dangers far greater. And you know as well as I that most students have no trouble wearing masks to school, and 
have easily taken it in stride. My family is fully vaccinated and more than ready to wear masks, and we fully 
support a mandate that every other family attending public school must do the same. 

Thank you very much for your time and your courage. 

Sincerely, 

Sneed Collard 
Missoula 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Fwd: Public comment re best way to keep our kids safe this year 

Sarah Cobler <sarahcobler76@gmail.com> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

--- Forwarded message ---------
From: Sarah Cobler <sarahcobler76@gmail.com> 
Date: Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 2:40 PM 
Subject: Public comment re best way to keep our kids safe this year 
To: <rwatson@mcpsmt.org> 

Dear Mr Watson and the MCPS Board, 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 9:54 AM 

Thanks for taking the time to solicit input from the community on the best way to keep our kids safe this year. Our son 
attended Rattlesnake Elementary, and is headed to Washington Middle School this year. We hope the school board will 
continue to use the best available science to guide its decisions, which currently make it clear that school aged kids (and 
everyone else on campus) should wear masks, and to the extent possible, social-distance at school. 

Last year was tough to say the least, and all of us are ready for this public health disaster to be over. Unfortunately, it 
seems like we need to stay the course, and make difficult choices that balance some risk against the need to keep kids 
on a consistent school schedule. The best way to keep our schools open AND safe is to continue to require masks for 
anyone on campus and take other precautions as necessary and available, like providing additional handwashing 
stations, social distancing, taking advantage of outdoor classrooms, and the many other innovations our great teachers 
and school administrators will imagine. 

Younger kids still don't have the option to get vaccinated, and even with vaccines, we're seeing COVID spread. Our kiddo 
will turn twelve this fall after school starts. We are eager to get him vaccinated, but know that won't be enough to keep 
him safe. Many of his class and teammates will be too young to vaccinate. His elderly grandmother lives at home with us. 
If schools aren't taking proper precautions, families like ours won't be able to attend school. We don't need or expect 
special treatment, but know we are not alone. Lots of elderly or otherwise immune-compromised folks will be negatively 
impacted if our schools become disease vectors. 

I know board members, teachers and staff are being pressured by others to loosen restrictions. I understand - no one 
likes being told what to do. But these are remarkable times that require unusual steps. Thank you so much for serving our 
community, and doing all you can to keep our kids safe. 

Sincerely, 
Sarah Cobler, Missoula 
(Address available upon request) 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Covid task force 

2 messages 

Stephanie Wodarz <chicosaur@msn.com> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Hello. 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 9:57 AM 

I was unable to make the Covid task force meeting due to work, but I did want to let you and the task force know that as a parent of 
kids at CS Porter I am very much in favor of masks until all school aged kids can be vaccinated. 

Thank you, 
Stephanie Wodarz 
1427 Phillips St 

Missoula 59802 

Get Outlook for Android 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Vaccine and mask mandates 

Adam Boomer <adamboomer42@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Trustees, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 10:01 AM 

As a patriot our first president George Washington has given us a blue print for how to handle a pandemic. He required 
vaccine for small pox for the Continental. 

Among the Continental regulars in the American Revolution, 90 percent of deaths were caused by disease, and Variola 
the small pox virus was the most vicious of them all. (Gabriel and Metz 1992, 107) 

On the 6th of January 1777, George Washington wrote to Dr. William Shippen Jr., ordering him to inoculate all of the 
forces that came through Philadelphia. He explained that: "Necessity not only authorizes but seems to require the 
measure, for should the disorder infect the Army . . .  we should have more to dread from it, than from the Sword of the 
Enemy." The urgency was real. Troops were scarce and encampments had turned into nomadic hospitals of festering 
disease, deterring further recruitment. Both Benedict Arnold and Benjamin Franklin, after surveying the havoc wreaked 
by Variola in the Canadian campaign, expressed fears that the virus would be the army's ultimate downfall. (Fenn 
2001, 69) 

Time for the true Americans to do what's right. 

Adam Boomer 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Mask required please for return to school 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

jwoessner@bigsky.net <jwoessner@bigsky.net> Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 10:02 AM 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 
Cc: Bill Woessner <william.woessner@umontana.edu>, Jean Woessner <jwoessner@bigsky.net> 

Dear Superintendent Watson and the MCPS Covid Advisory Team and Missoula County School Board Members, 

We are writing to support MCPS *requiring* masks to be worn by students and staff if schools will be back "in person" this 
fall. 

We are retired educators, with children who matriculated through MCPS, and have been watching with alarm as the daily 
Covid cases increase, both statewide and locally here in Missoula County. With the rise of the more contagious and 
severe Delta variant, and the absence of a vaccine for children under the age of 12, masking is the prudent and proven 
procedure in prevention of the spread of the disease. 

Please require masks! 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Jean Wilkerson Woessner, M.Ed. 
William Woessner, PhD, Regents' Professor Emeritus, University of Montana 

Sent from my iPhone 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Public comment on masks in schools 

Angela Listug <alistug@gmail.com> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 10:07 AM 

I support the mask mandate for all schools with kids 12 and under as this population cannot 
receive the vaccination even if they wanted. They have a right to a safe learning environment 
and until the vaccination is available for this age group a mask mandate is the only option. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Angela Listug-Vap 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Fwd: Masks in public schools and task force meeting 

Lisa Davey <ladavey25@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

--- Forwarded message ---------
From: Lisa Davey <ladavey25@gmail.com> 
Date: Mon, Aug 2, 2021, 7:54 PM 
Subject: Masks in public schools and task force meeting 
To: <rwatson@mcps.org> 

Dear Covid Task Force, 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 10:07 AM 

I apologize I won't be able to attend your meeting tomorrow. Masks have been reliable in slowing the spread of COVID 
19, including variants. Now that Delta is catchable AND TRANSMITTED by vaccinated people, it is important to take 
precautionary measures to keep our kids healthy, as well as our teachers, counselors, administrators and everyone else. 
Even if older kids are old enough to get vaccinated, many will still live with children who are not able to be vaccinated. 
Additionally, the Delta variant has drastically changed the equation. It means that if my child brings it home from school, I 
could get it and give it to my mom who is at high risk. It also means that my high risk teenager, who opted for MOA last 
year and missed out on a Freshman year in order to stay safe will not be safe at school once again. Between him being 
vaccinated and having masks at school I feel safe sending him to in person school, where he needs to be. Telling parents 
of kids at risk that MOA is an equal but separate option is discrimination, plain and simple. We cannot let masks become 
something teens self regulate. I know that when the bulk of people quit wearing masks I felt uncomfortable wearing mine 
in public and quit again until the new information came out. When I have gone to places like the Food Bank, where 
everyone was still wearing masks, I put mine on no problem and appreciated blending in. If an adult who understands the 
science, along with the peer pressure is succumbing to the peer pressure, I don't think most teens will make the choice 
most based on public health, even if they want to. Finally, schools teach science. Follow the science. Masks are proven to 
mitigate spreading (and flu numbers will be lower as well!) and changing guidance is part of the equation. As the mom of 
a vaccinated teen at high risk who desperately wants to return to school, and who deserves access to his public 
education and on order to be fair to all students and keep our community safe I strongly urge you to require all MCPS 
students wear masks this fall. 

Sincerely, 

Lisa Davey 
Hellgate High Parent (and graduate) 
Logan Wilson's mom 
406-240-4105
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

In support of masks in �ur schools 

Erin Hendel <eehendel@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 10:11 AM 

I am unable to attend in-person school board meetings due to work conflicts, but I want to express my strong support for 
continuing mask requirements for students, staff, and teachers in our Missoula public schools. This protects the most 
vulnerable among us until the new surge abates. 

Thank you! 
Erin Hendel 

Parent of a Rattlesnake Elementary student 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Support for Masks in Schools 

Sierra Lowney <sierralowney@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Hello MCPS Board and Administrators, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 10:11 AM 

We fully support masking in schools, as both the CDC and the American Pediatrics Association have recommended this 
as a proven mitigation strategy to help stop the spread of Covid19. Both of our students are under the age of 12, thereby 
not being eligible for vaccination. Please continue mask requirements while the FDA works toward approving vaccination 
for younger students. 
Sincerely, 
Sierra and Matt Lowney 
Parents of a 6th grade student at CS Porter and a 1st grade student at Franklin Elementary 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Mask support if necessary! 

Anne Hanson <annewhanson@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Hello, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 10:12 AM 

I have two children at Washington Middle School in the 7th grade. My older son graduated from Hellgate last year. I'm 
writing to let you know that I'm strongly in support of my children wearing masks in school, whenever it is deemed 
necessary by the CDC, Missoula County Health Department and Missoula County Public Schools. I claim to be neither a 
scientist or medical professional and so I would prefer the experts make the call! 

My kids just want to be at school. They missed their 6th grade experience last year and desperately want to have a more 
normal experience. They have both been vaccinated, however, have done several camps over the summer where they 
still had to wear masks without a problem. 

I've honestly never heard them complain about wearing masks. Often, over the last year, I would get frustrated wearing 
one, but they never did! Kids are resilient and want to be safe. 

I support mask wearing if necessary to have a safe and productive school year. My children support this too. 

Thank you, 
Anne Hanson 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Yes to mask mandate 

Jennie Bucher <jbucher.vn@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Dear Covid Task Force Committee and MCPS School 
Board Members, 

I am strongly in favor of a mask mandate for MCPS this 
fall, as hard as that is. The Delta variant is so dangerous, 
and affects kids and even the vaccinated. The risks are 
too great. Please stand strong, and protect our kids. I am 
a recently-retired MCPS teacher, and I thank you for your 
careful work. 
Jennie Bucher 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 10:15 AM 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

In favor of masks 

Blake Bucher <blakewbucher@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Dear Covid Task Force and MCPS School Board, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 10:17 AM 

I am worried about children's and teacher's health this fall. Please mandate masks to keep them safe. It is terrible, but it has 
to be. Please! 
Thank you for your work, 
Blake Bucher 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

In support of mask mandates 

Morford, Scott <scott.morford@mso.umt.edu> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Hi, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 10:22 AM 

I'm a parent of an MCPS elementary student. She is 9 years old and is not yet eligible to receive a vaccine. 

I was not able to attend the recent in-person meeting due to work. Please know that I strongly support 

mask mandates for students and staff this upcoming school year. 

Regards, 

Scott Morford, Ph.D. 
Research Scientist 
University of Montana 
http ://ntsg. umt. ed u/ 
406.461.4910 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

MCPS Mask Mandate 

Hannah Hilley <hilleyhh@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Superintendent Watson, members of the board, parents and community members, 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 10:22 AM 

I am writing in support of a district wide mask mandate. I understand that the current data for serious child illness due to 
covid infection is encouraging and that the incidence is rare. But I urge you to consider the children who are

compromised, those who could potentially be in that small percentage. I am aware the opposition labels this as 'living in 
fear' but I ask you to put yourself in those parent's shoes. Wearing a mask is a simple and selfless thing to do to protect 
others. I believe we need to teach our children more empathy and what a great place to start. Let's ask them to make a 
small sacrifice and frame it so they understand they are doing something good for someone else. It does not have to be 
fear based. It is an act of humanity in support of those who need us and who deserve to feel safe at school. 

I thank you in advance for your consideration of my request and for doing all the hard things these last 18 months, your 
work does not go unnoticed. 

Best regards, 
Hannah Lewis 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Please keep kids safe with mask mandates 

Genevieve Krause <genevievekrause@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

To whom it may concern, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 10:24 AM 

My son, Oscar Polley, is a second grader at Chief Charlo Elementary. Last school year we had to home school to protect 
our family from covid and found it was extremely hard on Oscar's emotional wellbeing. Now that the adults in Oscar's life 
are vaccinated we are very much hoping to send him back to school in a few weeks, but since he is not yet eligible for a 
covid vaccine we will only feel safe doing so if the school has a mask mandate in line with current CDC 
recommendations. 

Just as we ban smoking at schools because of the potential for second hand smoke to harm children we must also insist 
on masking to protect them from a virus that is mutating to become more dangerous to children. Even if some parents 
choose to smoke indoors at home and endanger their own children, we do not allow them to endanger other children by 
smoking at school. Even if some parents choose to endanger their children by allowing them to go unmasked in other 
public spaces we cannot allow them to endanger other children at school. 

Sincerely, 
Genevieve Krause 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Fwd: health measures in schools 

Beth Berlin <bethofmissoula@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

see below 

--- Forwarded message ---------
From: Beth Berlin <bethofmissoula@gmail.com> 
Date: Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 3:40 PM 
Subject: Re: health measures in schools 
To: rwatson@mcpsmt.org <rwatson@mcpsmt.org> 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 10:32 AM 

This comment is in response to the Missoula County Public school board seeking comments from local residents on 
health measures necessary to protect students, teachers, and staff against the new and highly contagious delta Covid-19 
variant. 

The Board must take all the necessary science based measures to keep everyone under their jurisdiction safe. That also 
means adhering to what medical doctors refer to as the "precautionary principle " when all the data on the variant and its 
aggressive nature is not yet available or is emerging. The board has a duty especially to protect the unvaccinated youth 
who are not yet eligible for the vaccine. We already know that children are now getting sick from this variant and that 
many could and have developed long hauler symptoms. For these reasons, the board must require mask wearing in 
closed spaces and social distancing. 

Please do the right thing and take all the necessary steps to protect those that are most vulnerable! 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 

Sincerely, 
Beth Berlin 
3608 Creekwood rd 
Missoula, MT 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

(no subject) 

Elyse Johnson <elysejohnson.mt@gmail.com> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Hi covid task force committee 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 10:34 AM 

I am a mother of a second grade and kindergartner and I would like masks to continue to be mandatory through the 
school district. While a good percentage of kids recover from covid new studies are showing that kids continue to have 
lung problems long after recovery and their brain scans aren't showing as much activity as kids who didn't have it. I think 
it's especially important with the delta variant to require masks until a vaccine is available to those 5 and up and we have 
80% of kids in that age range vaccinated. My kids have done fine wearing masks and have no ill effects from wearing 
them at school. Missoula has been good about following the CDC recommendations so far so please continue to do so in 
regards to our children who are at risk. 
Thank you for your time 
Elyse Johnson 
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Missoula County Public Schools Mail - Mask up Missoula! 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 10:47 AM 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Dear MCPS board of trustees, 
I am writing to urge you to require all students and teachers at Missoula schools to wear masks at school per the CDC 
guidelines. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated-guidance.html 

Interim Public Health Recommendations for Fully 

Vaccinated People I CDC 

!f you are vaccinated, you can start doing many things that you had 
stopped doing because of the pandemic The following recommendations 
apply to non-healthcare settings. For related infom1ation for healthcare 
settings, visit Updated Healthcare Infection Prevention and Control 
Recommendations ... 

www.cdc.gov 

Children under 12 cannot at this time be vaccinated against the Covid virus. Their only defense is to be masked 
and to try to maintain social distance. 
Please consider the health and safety of these kids and their families. 
Sincerely, 

Sally Painter 
MCPS parent 
17 Columbine Rd Missoula 
sally.painter@umontana.edu 

Sally Painter 
Biological Sciences HS104 
University of Montana 
32 Campus Drive 
Missoula MT 59812 
406 243 6749 
sa!ly.painter@umontana.edu 
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Annie Davis <davisannie1209@gmail.com> Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 10:48 AM 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Greetings MCPS Board of Trustees, 

My name is Annie Davis and my son attends Chief Charla Elementary School. He will be starting 
1st grade this fall. I am feeling so grateful for all the care, concern, planning, and action taken 
last year to implement the covid safety protocols that worked so well at keeping staff and 
students as safe as possible. A most sincere thanks to all involved. 

I urge you and the Covid Task Force to revisit those plans and discuss each measure just as 
carefully as we move into the 2021-2022 school year. In particular, I am confident that the 
decision to continue with a mask mandate will be embraced as recommended by CDC and 
countless pediatric providers for our vulnerable and unvaccinated children. 

Thank you for allowing families the opportunity to contact you with our thoughts on this matter. I 
will hope that your upcoming meeting will be productive and based in science and data. 

Sincerely, 

Annie Davis 
104 Grandview Way 
Missoula, MT 59803 
406-855-7636

,,,.,,,.,_.......,... ____ v.: c:.vv :.«AVA/.VSWWDS?<V :..:..:.:.rxr�<XAX:.WV.AA'.!/4/.•½.:-n:...x.s:xx .x.v�.m.::w.:;..:;.s<,& w..;:.:,,,.,:w.-n.:::sv-r.r.-:.v <.S•�-<.. ,I 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

We Need a Mask Mandate to Safely Attend School 

Alena Furlong <racheterale@yahoo.com> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Dear COVID-19 Committee: 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 10:27 AM 

Thank you for your work during this extremely difficult time. On the Missoula Public 
Schools website (https_://www.mcpsmt.org/domain/599) there is posted a statement 
released by Superintendent Rob Watson on Wednesday, June 3, 2020 which in part 
states: '�s educators, we know the importance of safety and the critical tie to student 
success. We know that students can't learn when they don't feel safe. In our 
classrooms and schools, we strive to create a safe environment so that all kids can 
learn." This was in response to recent human rights and equity struggles but also 
specifically mentions safety and is an appropriate reminder as you are dealing with how 
to reopen schools with the COVID-19 pandemic continuing, indeed worsening. 

The key must be safety. We know that masking is one important way to lessen the 
spread of COVID-19 and keep children, staff and their families safe. If it was seen as 
important last fall and contributed to the ability to keep schools open, it is even MORE 
important to continue masking this fall with the more transmissible Delta and other 
variants rampant in our communities. One only has to look to schools in the south that 
have already opened without masks and had to quarantine large amounts of students 
and staff due to spread of the Delta variant of COVID-19. https://www. 
newsweek.com/over-160-students-already-quarantine-arkansas-school-district-deals
delta-spread-1615475. 

The scientific community is clear. Masking should occur in all schools. The CDC states 
this. The American Society of Pediatric Doctors state this. The actual data shows that 
COVID-19 is affecting children and the transmission rates are increasing everywhere. 
Concerningly, long COVID-19 appears to be affecting school age children with 4.4% of 
the children having symptoms persisting through 28 days, 5 .1 % among those aged 
12-17 and 3 .1 % of those 5-11 (https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanchi/article/PI IS2352-
4642(21 )00198-X/fulltext). Further studies even suggest that vaccinated people can
spread COVID-19. With all these things known, it seems the only logical thing, the
responsible thing, the safe thing, is to continue universal masking in schools. Especially
in elementary schools since those children have not had the chance to be vaccinated
yet.

Another area the schools need to be addressing to help stop the spread of COVID-19 is 
appropriate ventilation in all areas. In addition to ventilation, there should be 
assessment of whether an investment of portable filters to clean the air in classroom 
spaces is needed. This would help not only with COVID-19 but the smoke we are 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Covid taskforce 

Ilana Abrahamson <i_abrahamson@yahoo.com> 
Reply-To: Ilana Abrahamson <i_abrahamson@yahoo.com> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Hi, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 10:55 AM 

I am writing in hopes that mcps enforces a mask mandate for next school year. Covid cases are rising again, and our 
youngest students can't get vaccinated. I do not feel comfortable sending my 2 elementary aged kids to school without a 
mask mandate until they are eligible for a vaccine. 
Thank you, 
Ilana Abrahamson 

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android 
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Mask mandate 

Chris & Patrick Ryan <mcryan201 O@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 10:59 AM 

Please require that kids wear masks in the classroom. It's so important that students meet in the classroom and that they 
are safe. An easy way to at least help achieve this is to have the kids wear masks. There is absolutely no good 
argument against this requirement. Our grandkids are at risk. The last thing any of us want is a children's pandemic. 

Please listen to reason, science, medical personnel and the CDC and not these right wing nut-cases. 

Thank you, 

Chris and Patrick Ryan 
1709 Arlington Drive 
Missoula 

Sent from my iPad 
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In favor of masking 

Annie Florin <annieflorin78@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Hello, Dr. Watson, 

Missoula County Public Schools Mail - In favor of masking 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 11:03 AM 

I want to express my opinion that mandatory masking in the schools this coming school year is critically important to the 
social, emotional, physical, and educational health of our children. 

When I evaluate the pros/cons of masking/not masking, I see few compelling reasons in favor of not masking. On the flip 
side, the risks of not masking are numerous: 

- kids contracting Covid (missed school, possible long term health impacts, possibility of acute illness)
- staff contracting Covid (missed work, possible long term health impacts, possibility of acute illness, lack of staffing)
- kids and staff exposing their loved ones to Covid after contracting it at school
- frequent quarantining leading to gaps in social, emotional, educational growth and well-being
- families impacted by disruptions to work, school routines (financial, job security, housing security, parental stress)

This is not an individual health decision, this is a community health decision. Our kids deserve to have leaders and adults 
who are willing to do what is uncomfortable in the short term for the benefit of all for the long term. T his is ultimately what 
we want our kids to learn: integrity, respect, care, sound decision making. 

Please, please encourage the school board to vote in favor of mandated masking for all in schools this school year. 

Best, 
Annie Florin 
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Mask Policy 

Ian Foster <ifoster8@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 11:04 AM 

Please, Please, Please. Follow The Science. It is that simple. If the American Academy of Pediatrics and the CDC are 
saying to mask unvaccinated individuals, they are doing it because it is what the best available science says to do in 
order to limit the spread of covid 19 and the variants. My kids were masked all last year at local private 
schools/preschools and didn't mind it for a second because it was simply what was needed. Sadly, it continues to be. 
Please don't bow to unfounded falsities. Masks should be worn by all to protect all. 
Thank you, 
Ian Foster 
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Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Please start the school year requiring masks K-12 

Jori Quinlan <jori.quinlan@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Dear Members of the Board of Trustees, 

I am writing to provide public comment to the Board of Trustees for your meeting August 10. 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 11:09 AM 

I strenuously urge the Board of Trustees to continue to follow the best available public health recommendations put 
forward by the CDC, the local MCCHD, the AAP, and other respected entities in making public health decisions for the 
Missoula County Public Schools, based on local conditions. At this time, this means starting the school year requiring 
that masks be worn by everyone in the building. 

My daughter will be a 2nd grader at Chief Charla Elementary, and my husband is a teacher at Willard. Both were in in
person school last year. That decision, though difficult, was made easier by the numerous precautions taken by MCPS to 
ensure the safety of students, faculty, and staff. 

Neither my husband nor daughter found masks to be difficult or unduly uncomfortable to wear. In fact, masks enabled, 
they did not inhibit, learning. Since teachers and learners felt safer, the learning environment worked better. My daughter 
learned and saw that as members of a school community, we do things to take care of each other and keep each other 
safe. As the community opened up, we felt safer visiting Grandma, knowing that both our school-exposed family 
members had at least been protected by the fact that everyone in their schools wore masks (I was exposed to far fewer 
people in my job, but we were masked as well). 

Further, research has continued to demonstrate that masks are one of the most effective preventative measures available 
to us besides, of course, vaccines. Until significantly more people are vaccinated, and so long as the Delta variant (or any 
subsequent variant) continues to increase numbers in our community, the safe decision for Missoula schools is to start 
the school requiring masks of all individuals. As the CDC learned from the recent RI outbreak, this is true even for 
vaccinated people (like teachers or high school students) who can also spread the virus, even if they are highly unlikely to 
suffer severe cases themselves. 

Please demonstrate what we expect our kids to learn at MCPS - that some sources of information are more reliable than 
others, that expertise is developed through study, learning, testing, and science, and that sometimes we do things not just 
because it protects us, but also to protect the most vulnerable in our community, including kids who can't be vaccinated 
yet, their elderly family members, and other at-risk students and faculty and family members, etc. Please require masking 
by all students, staff, and faculty at MCPS, K-12, regardless of vaccination status, until conditions improve and merit a 
change to that policy. 

Thank you, 

Jori Quinlan 
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Please ensure safety of our children 

Deborah Schmidt <reverddeb@hotmail.com> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 11 :22 AM 

As a grandparent of two MCPS elementary students, I implore you to take every precaution to ensure that our kids can 
attend school, in person, safely. 

Our younger children cannot be vaccinated, and masks save lives. Please allow the schools to require masks for 
everyone's sake. 

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration. 

Rev. Deborah B. Schmidt 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 
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Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

COVID-19 2021/2022 School Year 

alecia lane <alecia.leach@gmail.com> Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 11 :27 AM 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Good Morning, 

I just wanted to let you know that I will be extremely disappointed if you require students to wear a mask as well as have 
any type of hybrid school schedule or model. Kids have an extremely low risk of being severely ill with COVID-19. When a 
child is trying to learn something like reading, a mask hinders their ability to do that. Non-Verbal communication makes up 
70% of total communication. A mask really makes it hard for our kids to learn and also socialize normally. Not to mention, 
half the time they don't wear them properly. I'm all about vaccinations and being cautious but I feel we need to think about 
these kids and their well-being for things beyond just COVID-19. I hope you consider the facts and also the negative 
implications of masks when you make a decision. Thank you so much for listening. 

Best, 
Alecia Lane 
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Masks 

Rachel Nordhagen <rachel.nordhagen@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Hello, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 11 :48 AM 

My daughter went to school online all last year and we have been very excited for her to come back to in person 
learning. However, with the recent surge in cases we are hesitant. I ask that MCPS mandates mask wearing for the 
safety of our children. I will not be sending my kid back to school if masks are not required. 

Thank you, 

Rachel 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Mask policy 

Joan Mattelin Garrett <joanmattelin@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

To Whom it May Concern: 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 12:14 PM 

I am definitely disappointed that our kids need to wear masks again this fall but, the 
unwillingness of people to get vaccinated that had led to the current uptick in Covid 19 cases 
make it a necessity. I look forward to the winter when children under 12 will have the 
opportunity to get vaccinated. When all kids have had the opportunity to be vaccinated or when 
the community puts our children first and make an effort to create herd immunity we need to 
have masks required in the elementary schools. 
Please don't put the choice to wear a mask 
On the shoulders of elementary age children. That is not a pressure we should add to their 
shoulders right now 
I do hope classes will be able to play together outside this fall during recess. 

Thank you for your thoughtful handling of Covid policies so far. 

Joan Garrett 
Lewis and Clark parent 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Please require masks! 

Reggie Spaulding <rsspaulding@hotmail.com> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 
Cc: "Spaulding, J -FS" <J.Spaulding@usda.gov> 

Hello, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 12:24 PM 

I am writing in support of requiring masks in MCPS schools (that is, if the State is allowing this; it's not clear 

to me what you are allowed to mandate now). It seems that there is much evidence that children are safe 

at school with 3 feet of distancing, mask wearing, and lots of hand washing. 

My spouse and I are not in support of virtual school, especially for our 16- year-old, who is fully vaccinated, 

and suffered mental health difficulties when staying home. However, if our 10-year-old cannot get 

vaccinated, and his classmates are not wearing masks, I imagine we would grudgingly consider signing him 

up for on line academy, or pulling him out of the system. 

Reggie Spaulding 

she/her 

406-241-2293
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Re: Public comment for covid task 8/3/21 meeting 

Kimberly Shappee <kimberly.shappee@gmail.com> 
To: Samantha Schmidt <samschmidt406@gmail.com>, publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 
C c: talong@mcpsmt.org 

Dear MCPS, 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 12 :27 PM 

We are asking you to enforce the mask mandate for schools this year. So much change and unknown and with the 
variants, until our young kids can be vaccinated it seems the cautious way to go. We want to look back on this time and 
say we were considerate of all, not cavalier, during a global health crisis. 

Sidenote: 6 million americans voluntarily enlisted in WWII. There were no guarantees with WWII and D Day and 
Normandy. This is something we do for the other- for all- we think bigger here. 

We so appreciate all you have done for so long and how hard this continues to be-Grateful for your time and thought on 
this. 

Kim Shappee 

On Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 5:41 PM Samantha Schmidt <samschmidt406@gmail.com> wrote: 
I support the mask mandate fir all schools 12 and under as this population cannot receive the vaccination even if they 
wanted. They have a right to a safe learning environment and until the vaccination is available for this age group a 
mask mandate is the only option. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sam Schmidt 

KIM SHAP PEE 
c :  406.396.152 1 
o: 406.728.0035 

theathenapack.com 

KIM SHAP PEE 
c: 406.396.152 1 
o: 406.728.0035 

theathenapack.com 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Mask mandate 

Allison LeProwse <aleprowse@outlook.com> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Hello! 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 12:28 PM 

I would like to request an optional mask policy at our schools. If other schools in our surrounding area are doing optional I 
believe we can too. 
Please consider this, thanks! 
Allison 

Sent from my iPhone 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Masks in school for 2021/2022 

Whitney Banks <whitneyjbanks@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 12:33 PM 

Hi I understand that you are taking comment from community members regarding masks in schools this school year. We 
really appreciated all of the efforts of MCPS last year and I wanted to first off thank you for helping to keep our children 
safe last year by requiring masks. We have a student under 12 who can obviously not yet get the vaccine, we also have a 
baby who's immune system is still developing and we all know how bugs can easily spread between children. Masks are 
obviously a hassle but there is no cost to high to protect our children. Particularly in light of the highly transmitable Delta 
variant I think masks at school are the only reasonable answer. 

Thank you for your time, 
Whitney Banks 

406-304-2550

Whitney Banks 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Require masks! 

Laura Hall <laurasuehall82@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Hello, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 12:40 PM 

Please require the wearing of masks this fall for students, teachers and staff. The delta Covid variant is in Missoula 
county and as I write this, the CDC is showing we have HIGH community spread in Missoula County. Protect our students 
and teachers and REQUIRE masks, please. 
Sincerely, 
Laura Hall 
Resident of Missoula 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

COVID restrictions for 2021-2022 academic year 

Kitten Beck <kittenfern@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 12:47 PM 

Thanks to all on the committee for your time and effort toward arriving at the safest solution for our students, faculty and 
staff. 

Our family's first choice is for in-person learning and mandated masks. In the event that the virus is not containable under 
those conditions, we would prefer online learning. 

We are committed to the health of our community over the inconvenience of wearing a mask and infinitesimal possibility 
of complications from the vaccine. We do not share the view that the vaccine is to be feared either on medical or 
ideological grounds. There is far more to be feared from not taking these easily accessible, FREE measures to protect 
ourselves and one another. 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Masks for school 

Thai Williams <trwilliams@mcpsmt.org> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 12:51 PM 

Hi. As a teacher of young children with disabilities who are not yet old enough to get vaccinated and many of whom are 
medically fragile, along with the spread of the Delta variant, please follow CDC guidelines and have students return to 
school with masks. Thank you. 

Thai Williams 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

COVID public comment 

Julie Burkhart <julieannburkhart@gmail.com> Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 12:52 PM 
To: covidquestions@mcpsmt.org, David Burkhart <davidjburkhart@gmail.com>, publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Our public comments are summed up well in the epidemiology infographic attached. Please submit these facts for 
public viewing, to the board, and to all persons involved in MCPS COVID19 policy. 
It is vital that schools require masks, social distancing, vaccination, in addition to an increased availability to the online 
learning option (MOA). 
Thank you for your efforts to advocate for a community approach to this mutated pandemic. 
Stay well, 
Julie and David Burkhart 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Please have students wear masks 

Ms. Thai <lovethosepez@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 12:53 PM 

As the parent of an only child with Asthma who is just getting the opportunity to return to school after over a year in 
remote learning, please have children return to school with a mask mandate. Thank you. 

mother 9th grader at 
Hellgate 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

masks 

Eric Chesebro <ebcheese@gmail.com> 

Missoula County Public Schools Mail - masks 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 12:59 PM 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Hello 

In our family we have children who will be 4th and 6th graders in MCPS schools this fall. We hope that MCPS decides to 
require masks for all students and teachers/administrators this fall. We were very happy with how MCPS dealt with covid 
last year and all they did to keep our kids safe. Your approach worked and that should encourage us to take a similar 
approach this year. If the number of infections continue to rise again we would very much like to see MCPS continue to 
use a science based approach to determining when masks should no longer be required. This is especially true since the 
delta invariant seems to affect children more and our children are both under 12 and cannot be vaccinated. T his seems 
to have the possibility to blow up into a situation which could be even more dangerous than last year. We hope that you 
decide to require masks for all until case numbers are way down and all students can be vaccinated! 

Thanks for listening. 

Eric Chesebro 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Mask protocols for 2021-2022 school year 

Jennifer McGiboney <rileyandjen@hotmail.com> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Good afternoon, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 1 :02 PM 

I writing to express my support for masks being OPTIONAL, and an individual choice for the upcoming school year. 
T hank you for your time and consideration. 
Sincerely, 
Jennifer Mcgiboney 

Sent from my iPhone 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Mask issue 

Alison Eckley <alieckley@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 1 :05 PM 

My daughter will be a freshman this fall. She spent all of last year having to wear a mask to school every day at Lolo. She 
hated it and I hated it for her. Kids are all over each other all the time in school and out. They certainly don't wear masks 
or social distance away from school and guess what, no issues! I implore you not to force these kids to wear masks again 
this year. They are not good for their mental health or physical health. It should be a personal choice. 

Thank you. 

Alison Eckley 
Sentinel HS parent 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Public Comment on 2021-2022 Masking Requirements 

Michael Garder <mlgarder@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Hello, 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 1:15 PM 

I am submitting a public comment in favor of masking requirements for classrooms for the coming school year as the Co VID-19 

pandemic appears to be escalating once again. 

In more normal times, children in classrooms are often incubators for the flu and the common cold where it is then spread to the 

parents of those children. Given the current lack of approval for the vaccination of children, and the continued slowing of willing 

vaccination participation in the adult population, classrooms risk being a major transmission vector for CoVID-19 like it is for 

ailments of the past. 

Masks are an effective way to stop the spread ofrespiratory illnesses. As stated on the MCPS website, the dress code is established for 

a few reasons, the minimization of safety hazards among them. Given the use of the dress code for less health-focused reasons -- like 
gang colors -- creates a circumstance where the dress code is used and applied inconsistently despite the stated goals of having and 

enforcing a dress code. 

Therefore, for health reasons and the norms as established by existing MCPS polices make it reasonable and in the best interests of 

minimizing safety hazards among students and adults for masks to be mandated. 

Thank you for considering this comment. 

Michael Garder (he/him) 

mlgarder@gmail.com 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Parent choice 

Alyse Tait <alyse.tait@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Mask wearing should be up to the individual and not a mandate. 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 1 :57 PM 

I am mostly concerned with mental health and the repercussions mask wearing has on the children's emotional well 
being. T he suicide rates have been significantly higher than any covid deaths among the same age group. 

Please protect the children and allow them to breathe. 

Sincerely, 
Alyse Tait 
801-230-3229
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Masking 

rebecca nasgovitz <rebecca@cherrypines.com> 

Missoula County Public Schools Mail - Masking 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 2:38 PM 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Hello, 
I am writing to express my concern for our students, staff and overall community. Considering k-5 children have not been 

vaccinated and we have not been provided any data regarding the percentage of students in each school 12+ that have 
been vaccinated, I see no option other than universal masking for the coming school year. It is a shame this vaccine is 
not being treated as other vaccines in our schools and instead is "optional". Is is concerning that the school board could 
potentially be influenced by folks who argue for no masking. No one's rights should cross boundaries into potentially 
harming ciassmates and community members. Perhaps we could ieverage the possibility of offering no masks as an 
incentive to schools who had reached 70% or higher vaccination rate? I understand we cannot mandate students provide 
their vaccination status but if parents and students volunteered said information it could allow for the possibility of mask 
requirements being adjusted based on actual data at each school? I believe we should be basing school decisions on 
school data now that a good portion of our students are eligible for the vaccine. Why base decisions on community data 
which may not accurately reflect each school?Unfortunately, we all know how this virus spreads and considering the lack 
of statistics around our school populations we have to assume our schools are unsafe environments. 
Thank you for consideration, 
Rebecca Nasgovitz 

Sent from my iPhone 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Masks for kids under 12 

Jessica Kehoe <jess@alpineptmissoula.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

To the MCPS Board: 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 2:38 PM 

I want to thank you for all the work you have been doing to manage this stressful time for our community. I want to 
comment in support of a mask mandate for this upcoming year, for all schools with kids 12 and under. I strongly feel 

that this is the best option because this population cannot receive the vaccination even if they wanted. These kids 
have a right to a safe learning environment and until the vaccination is available for this age group, a mask mandate is 
the only option to protect all kids, their families, and their teachers. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Jessica Kehoe 

Jessica Kehoe, DPT 
Alpine Physical T herapy, South 
5000 Blue Mountain Road 
Missoula, MT 50804 
406-251-2323
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Confidentiality Note: The information contained in this email, including any attachments, is legally privileged 
confidential information intended only for the use of the individual or entry named above. If the reader of this email 
is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copy of this 
transmission is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error immediately notify the staff at Alpine 
Physical Therapy by calling 406-541-2606 and destroy all copies of the original message. Thank you 



8/4/2021 Missoula County Public Schools Mail - Parent/Support to a return to masking 

MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Parent/Support to a return to masking 

Sara Berndt <seberndt@mcpsmt.org> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Hello, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 2:55 PM 

In respect for your time, I will keep this email extremely concise: 

As a mother with a child in this district, and as an employee in MCPS I want to strongly voice 
my support for a return to mask requirements as cases are warranting it at this time. 

The Delta variant is real, and so are students/staff that cannot (for whatever reason) be 
vaccinated at this time. It is our responsibility to protect the vulnerable, and masking is a small 
sacrifice to ask. 

Thank you, 
Sara Berndt 
BSHS 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/3?ik=b28cda591 O&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A 1707197654944393048&simpl=msg-f%3A 17071976549 ... 1/1 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Mask mandate 

Emma Wright <emmabwright@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 3:02 PM 

As a parent of 2 children under 12, and as a family physician working in primary care, I strongly support the mask 
mandate for all schools with kids 12 and under as this population cannot receive the vaccination even if they wanted. 
They have a right to a safe learning environment and until the vaccination is available for this age group a mask 
mandate is the only option. Thank you for your consideration. 

Emma Wright, MD 

https:1/mail.google .com/mail/u/3?ik=b28cda591 0&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A 1707198106016226315&simpl=msg-f%3A 17071981060... 1 /1 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Mask mandate 

Megan Pfaff <megan@marketplacemt.com> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Hello, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 3:04 PM 

I am reaching out to you to express my concerns with not requiring face masks for schools in the fall. My daughter will be a 
3rd grader at Hawthorne. She did a full year ofMOA to help keep her 4-year-old high risk sister safe from COVID. Mentally she
cannot do another year of MOA, plus she needs in person learning to progress educationally. We do not have the option to vaccinate 
children yet and I am very concerned with the new Delta variant hitting kids harder that without a mask mandate, we will see an 
increase in COVID numbers in children and children like my high risk 4-year-old could die if her sister brings home the virus. 

Please help keep our kids safe while being able to go back to in person school by keeping the mask mandate for schools. As a 
teaching institute, please listen to the science. 

Thank you, 

Megan 

Megan Pfaff 

Pronouns: She/Her 

Marketplace Media & Events 

www.MarketplaceMT.com 



8/4/2021 Missoula County Public Schools Mail - Mask Mandate 

MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Mask Mandate 

Bellon, Chelsea <chelsea.bellon@mso.umt.edu> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 3:05 PM 

With the current uprise in cases, please consider implementing a mask mandate for children unable to become 
vaccinated. I know for me specifically, as a single mother trying to attend college to further my degree, having a sick child 
would be detrimental. 

Chelsea Bellon 

Pronouns: she, her, hers 

Public Health Wellness Program Coordinator, Montana Public Health Training Center 

Research Specialist, MW CTR-IN CEOC 

University of Montana 

e: chelsea.bellon@mso.umt.edu 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 
To: chelsea.bellon@mso.umt.edu 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 3:05 PM 

Thank you for submitting your public comment. Just like comments made in person at a public board meeting, the comments you submit through 

email are public record and are available for any member of the Board and public to read. Please refrain from referring to confidential student or 

staff information, or making derogatory comments about students or staff members. If you do provide private confidential information, we will 

redact that information before placing it in any public document. Please refer to Board Policy 1441 for more information about public comments in 

general. Thank you! 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/3?ik=b28cda591 0&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A 1707198235226773991 &simpl=msg-f%3A 17071982352... 1/1 
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MISSOUlA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Please Require Masking in Schools 
2 messages 

john florin <john_florin@hotmail.com> 
To: 11publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Hello, Dr. Watson, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 3:06 PM 

I want to express my opinion that mandatory masking in the schools this coming school year is critically important to 

the social, emotional, physical, and educational health of our children. 

When I evaluate the pros/cons of masking/not masking, I see few compelling reasons in favor of not masking. On the 

flip side, the risks of not masking are numerous: 

- kids contracting Covid (missed school, possible long term health impacts, possibility of acute illness)

- staff contracting Covid (missed work, possible long term health impacts, possibility of acute illness, lack of staffing)

- kids and staff exposing their loved ones to Covid after contracting it at school

- frequent quarantining leading to gaps in social, emotional, educational growth and well-being

- families impacted by disruptions to work, school routines (financial, job security, housing security, parental stress)

This is not an individual health decision, this is a community health decision. Our kids deserve to have leaders and 

adults who are willing to do what is uncomfortable in the short term for the benefit of all for the long term. This is 

ultimately what we want our kids to learn: integrity, respect, care, sound decision making . 

Please, please encourage the school board to vote in favor of mandated masking for all in schools this school year. 

Best, 

John Florin 

233 Kensington Ave 

Missoula Mt 

59801 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/3?ik=b28cda591 0&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A 1707198301586096663&simpl=msg-f%3A 17071983015... 1/1 
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masks 

Robert Saldin <robsaldin@gmail.com> 

Missoula County Public Schools Mail - masks 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 3:14 PM 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org, Rwatson@mcpsmt.org 

Dear Dr. Watson and MCPS, 

In response to the new realities of the pandemic, I write to urge you and the school board to require masks 

in schools this fall, in accordance with CDC guidelines. Like many, I had hoped and assumed that this 

wouldn't be necessary. However, the rise of the Delta variant has changed things and put the unvaccinated

-including all kids under 12--at a serious health risk. Given the altered situation, and with vaccines for kids 

on the horizon, going back to required masks dearly makes sense until Delta is brought under control and 

kids are able to get the vaccine. Without such a requirement, I would feel uncomfortable sending my kids

-1st and 3rd graders--back to school this fall. I would also add that I encourage you to implement a vaccine 

requirement--for faculty, staff, and children (when eligible). Schools already require vaccines for a variety of 

other things, so such a requirement for the COVID vaccine clearly has precedent. It is this simple step that 

will allow us to move on and resume school without masks and social distancing, something I'm confident 

we all want. 

Thanks for your consideration. 

Rob Saldin 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/3?ik=b28cda591 0&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A 1707198858887642750&simpl=msg-f%3A 17071988588... 1/1 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Fwd: Covid task force! 

Linda white <lindaewhite23@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

See message bellow 

Sent from my iPad 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Linda white <lindaewhite23@gmail.com> 
Date: August 3, 2021 at 2:13:49 PM MDT 
To: rwatson@mcpsmt.org 
Subject: Covid task force! 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 3:58 PM 

We do not support kids wearing masks during the school year! These kids have been playing together and 
in camps together all summer not wearing masks. The COVID numbers have not risen. These children 
need to build up their immune systems. I feel not all children should HAVE to wear a mask it should be a 
choice within the child and parent. These kids are suffering from wearing masks and not being able to see 
and communicate with their peers. I do NOT want my two children wearing masks at school I am against 
making masks mandatory 

Thank you, 
Linda White 
Parent at Jeanette Rankin and C.S. Porter 
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Mask mandate 

Jessica Seaich <jessielsmt@yahoo.com> 

Missoula County Public Schools Mail - Mask mandate 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 4:05 PM 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

I support masking so that we all stay safe from Covid Delta variant. It's a simple thing that really slows the spread, plus 
fewer cases of flus and colds. Please enforce masking for all returning teachers, students, and staff. 

Thank you! 

Jessica Seaich 

-------- Original Message -------
Subject: 

From: Jessica Seaich <jessielsmt@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 3, 2021, 2:36 PM 
To: rwatson@mcpsmt.org 
CC: 

Hello! 
I support masking so that we all stay safe from Delta. It's a simple thing that really slows the spread, plus fewer cases of 
flus and colds. Please enforce a masking for all returning teachers, students, and staff. 
Thank you! 
Jessica Seaich 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

No Mask Mandate 

Erika Palmer <palmer.erikal@gmail.com> Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 4:28 PM 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org>, "rwatson@mcpsmt.org" <rwatson@mcpsmt.org> 

Consider my family worth Five votes for NOT mandating masks for the MCPS return to school. 

We do not support a mandate and urge you to consider only optional masking! 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Comment on Upcoming School Year 

Travis Linneman <travis@gwevergreen.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Dear Board of Trustees, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 4:47 PM 

We were shocked to learn you are considering a 100% remote option for the upcoming school year. We feel that this 
option is a horrible idea. First, with only a few weeks to plan once the decision is made this puts all parents at a horrible 
disadvantage when trying to plan for work and school. Second, most evidence at this time points to online classes being 
far less effective the more disadvantaged the student. We can not see how a 100% remote schedule can be chosen if 
the board cares about reducing inequality in our society. 

If you choose to offer a remote option for students and parents who wish to choose this option we support you. We 
support whatever mitigation methods including masks you feel is best. We support a strong public school system. If the 
board chooses to force students into remote learning we can no longer support this school district or these public schools. 

Travis & Jolene Linneman 



8/5/2021 Missoula County Public Schools Mail - Mask Mandates 

MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Mask Mandates 

Marcy Allen <marcyallen@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Rob, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 5:01 PM 

I am writing in support of Missoula County Public Schools to follow CDC guidelines and implement a mask mandate at 
school. We have spent the last year at home because of having a high risk child in the house. I hope that both my kids 
can go back to school in the fall. If they could wish for anything, it would be to never do online school again. 

I encourage the board to follow CDC guidelines, so that we can all get back to normal. We also have a grandma in a 
nursing home, taking proper precautions is important so that we can continue to see her and not put her or other 
tenants at risk. 

1 Thank you,
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Masks in schools 

Joyce Brobeck Dege <alpindaz@icloud.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 5:02 PM 

It is unfair and unsafe for masked students to be forced to be around unmasked students. T here is no choice for them to 
be in a "safe" environment if unmasked students are allowed to be near them. 

Students who choose to not wear a mask have a clear choice. They can choose to wear masks or do on-line school. 
Masks do not hurt them or endanger them, though they may be a bit less comfortable. Their parents may choose a 
temper tantrum about their rights. Do they really have a right to potentially infect staff and other students because of their 
right to choose? 

Do students who choose the recommended safe route of wearing masks and socially distancing have the right to protect 
themselves and their families from Covid? 

Given the current situation with the Delta variant, my vote is for K-12 masks. 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Masks in Schools #2 

Joyce Brobeck Dege <alpindaz@bigsky.net> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 5:11 PM 

I forgot to leave my name. Please reply if it is needed. I am a retired MCPS teacher and totally understand the 
inconvenience of masks and social distancing in school. 

Is it worth spreading covid further to give in to those who feel they have a right to spread the disease unknowingly? T he 
risk is less with masks. 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Keep Masks in Missoula Public Schools 

Dannette Fadness <dannettefadness@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Greetings, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 5:25 PM 

I am writing in support of mandating Masks in Missoula Public Schools to keep our kids safe from COVID. The pandemic 
is not over and it will not be until we take it seriously and get everyone vaccinated. Without masks we risk our kids, 
parents, teachers, grandparents and the entire community. 

Trust science and Mandate Masks in MCPS k-12 schools! 

Thank you, 
Dannette Fadness 
Missoula Resident and Grandmother of eight children in the MCPS school district! 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Comment on 2021-2022 Year 

Alyssa Shepard <alyssashepard@live.com> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

To whom it may concern, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 5:29 PM 

There shouldn't be a mask mandate for schools as there isn't a mask mandate for Montana. I believe these kids have 
gone through enough with the last year they had that was also taken away from them. From personal experience, my son 
dreaded going to school last year. He was in 1st grade. He's never not liked school until last year when he couldn't play 
with other kids. He couldn't interact with other kids. T hat's what school is for. To teach our children life, social interactions, 
etc. This is teaching our children to live in fear. Meeting new people with a mask on is intimidating for children. My son 
learns new words and reading best by reading lips and seeing how you say a new word. He can't thrive this way. 

If people are concerned, they can have their kids wear masks but to mandate them again is extreme. 

Best, 

Alyssa Shepard 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

to mask or not to mask 

James and Ellie Sippel <ejsippel@hotmail.com> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

8/4/21 

Dear MCPS, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 5:31 PM 

I have been a substitute teacher for MCPS for 6 years. I feel that last year went quite well given the 

circumstances. I was very happy to see students in school and they were happy to be there as well. 

actually did not experience distress from the students about wearing masks. The youngest kids hardly seem 

to care that they are wearing masks and never got mad about being told to adjust their masks, if they 

slipped. I think it's more of a problem for adults. I do believe that kids should not wear masks when they 

are playing outside in their pod groups. I believe there is enough fresh air to dissipate the virus as most kids 

have plenty of space between themselves. 

I've come to your website to find out whether I or our students will be masking up this Fall. After reading 

through the wide range of public comment already submitted, I'd like to submit an opinion. I think there 

should be one or two elementary schools that will be mask- free, depending on the number of parents that 

want their children unmasked. Perhaps the same thing could be done with the middle or high schools. 

Though, since those over age 12 can be vaccinated, I am less worried about those who refuse the vaccine. 

If they don't mind the risk of getting sick and passing on Covid to other unvaccinated people, I guess I 

shouldn't be too concerned about them either. Though, I see some fault with parental opinions that seem 

to underestimate the problem of the Delta variant for children. Yesterday, I noted the news out of 

Louisiana, where the Children's Hospital is seeing kids in their hospital with Covid-19 and a few in the ICU. 

The numbers aren't high, but they far exceed the numbers of sick children for the entire course of the 

pandemic until now. One-half of their Covid patients are now under age 12. Recent study data shows that 

the Delta Variant is much more contagious and can be spread by vaccinated people as well. If we were to 

act conservatively, we would insist all students under age 12 be masked. But, since there are a number of 

parents who don't seem to mind the risk and believe this is not a pediatric disease, let them have their own 

school campus. I'm sure there are a number of teachers that would volunteer to work in such a school. By 

December we should know if that was a good idea or not. We can just hope that no child will get seriously 

ill with Covid-19. 

Good luck with your decision, 

Ellen Sippel 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wear Masks healthcare provider recommendation 

Charlotte Creekmore <charlottecreekmore@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 5:40 PM 

Hello, I am a family nurse practitioner in primary care locally & also have elementary, middle and high 
schooler ... 2 of which are of age for vaccination, and would like to emphasize and recommend that we 
follow CDC recos for school wearing masks. Vaccinations for an elementary school kids will probably not 
happen until the depth of winter or spring.Elementary students won't be vaccinated in fall and need to be 
protected. Thank you for taking this seriously. Covid at the health department I on the rise and the delta 
variant and we need to follow CDC reco for mandated masking in schools. Pretty simple. Thanks soo 
much for having a strong science based voice on this topic. Avoiding school shit downs due to covid will 
be a positive fallout of this as well. We trust that you will follow science and CDC recos and community 
Heath risk. Thanks much for your consideration. Charlotte Creekmore APRN FNP-C 

, Sent from my iPhone 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Masks in schools 

Elaine Sheff <esheff@herbsmt.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Hello, 

I wanted to add my comments as a concerned parent of 2 high school vaccinated children. 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 5:49 PM 

We are very concerned about the spread of the Delta variant. Last school year, our boys attended MOA. 

It was a lonely and very emotionally challenging time for them. We were very excited for them to get back to school this 
year. 

But... We feel that ALL students and faculty (etc.) in every MCPS school should be wearing masks. 

If mask wearing is not mandated in the high schools, we are concerned that most students would choose not to wear 
masks. 

If it isn't a mandate, we will be unlikely to send our boys back to school. 

As MOA did not meet their needs last year, we would probably be seeking some other form of high school for them. 

I know you all are in a very difficult place to make a decision, with many opposing and strong viewpoints. 

I hope that you will choose the health of our children above all else. 

Thank you, 
Elaine Sheff 
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Mask 

david kuhnle <beargrassdavid@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Hello Board, 

Missoula County Public Schools Mail - Mask 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 5:53 PM 

Just wanted to thank you for your continued and exhausting work to help protect our children 

I personally trust the medical professionals and would encourage the school board to listen to the medical community. It 
seems that Mask helped last year and I hope we can continue this year with in person school and keep our kids safe 

I support you and the board with mask mandates. I have two children in school and feel the Mask can only help protect 
everyone in the classroom. 

Thank you for all your help 
David Kuhnle 
Missoula, Mt 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Never trust wiring instructions sent via email. Cyber criminals are hacking email accounts and sending 
emails with fake wiring instructions. These emails are convincing and sophisticated. Always independently confirm wiring 
instructions in person or via a telephone call to a trusted and verified phone number. Never wire money without double
checking that the wiring instructions are correct. 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

I support mask requirements in Missoula schools 

jessica kautz <jessicakautz@hotmail.com> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Hi there, 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 6:15 PM 

I wanted to state my strong support that masks be required in Missoula schools this fall. I kept my 9-year

old home last year because of Covid risk. We decided to send him back this year, but if masks are not 

required, we will keep him home again. It will be a shame because he would prefer to be with his 

classmates, but I am not willing to gamble on his health or the health of anyone else in our community. 

Thank you for listening. 

Respectfully, 

Jessica Kautz 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Mandatory Masks in MCPS Schools Will Save lives and Public Health 

Bob Luce no <lucenos@msn.com> Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 6:17 PM 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Dear MCPS Board of Trustees, 

I am an MCPS parent of 5 chikldren, four of whom have graduated thriugh the MCPS System and received a 

fine education at with one still in school and at home. This youngest of my five has a chronic life 

threatening and lifetime medical condition. Last year he stayed home and utilized the Msla Online 

Academy. Because of your wise, proactive Covid driven mask mandate last year, MCPS had very successful 

outcomes in mitigating the transmission of COVID 19. 

By April, he was able to return to his high school campus and resume in person instruction and yet, feel 

safe at the same time. MOA has its positives but is not the same as in person instruction. I implore you to 

continue the system wide mask mandate as we begin another school year August 30th to include all K - 12 

students, staff, custodians, teachers, monitors and school bus drivers. Why? 

It is even more critical this next school year to resume your wise and proven mask and covid mitigation 

protocols Aug 30th and it is no time to relax standards, if anything, to double them down! The reason I say 

this is because we are currently experiencing nationwide and in Missoula, a new even more dangerous, 

mortal and infectious Covid threat, a different more highly virulent, transmissable and deadly disease, the 

Delta Variant Mutation from India! 

This new Covid mutation is 200 times more transmissable, contagious and is significantly more deadly with 

long term effects. In addition, this Delta Variant now in Missoula goes after childrens Immune Systems 

more successfully unlike last years Covid strain! Our K - 8 students who cannot be vaccinated are especially 

at risk. To not have a comprehensive campus/ staff/ student mask mandate is to especially not protect 

these thousands of exposed vulnerable Missoula students and it literally places their lives in daily mortal 

danger. This would be tantamount and analagous to the US Army sending unvaccinated soldiers into a 

lethal battle zone without any means to defend themselves against biological or chemical warfare tactics. 

The US Army has comprehensive and mandatory battle gear including bullet proof vests to protect them 

against the thousands of bullets coming at them in a war zone along with biological and chemical weapons. 

Our MCPS Students will likely face millions of daily lethal and killer Covid 19 Delta Variant infectious 

Microbe clouds in our schools. Will you not defend them as they daily navigate in a Delta Variant Covid 

Battlefield? Just one asymptomatic infected Delta Variant student, teacher, staff or bus driver will be 

exhaling millions of potentially killer microbes into the air if there is no mask mandate. Please, please 

protect our children in school, on campus and in their school buses this fall, especially the most vulnerable 

who cannot be vaccinated through the age of 12. 

As a parent and citizen, I attended both Covid Task Force meetings this week at MCPS chaired by Supt. Rob 

Watson. The Task Force and School Board did a terrific and difficult job last year in protecting all concerned 

on campus with their wise, proactive and comprehensively implemented mask etc protocols. As a former 

Missoula City Council Representative for Ward 3, it was quickly apparent to me at the Task Force Meetings 

that a disproportinately stacked, well organized, passionate, activist and sometimes threatening citizen 

majority attended and spoke at these two meetings. Most were polite, calm and civil. Others were rude, 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/3?ik=b28cda591 0&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A 1707210331324892618&simpl=msg-f%3A 17072103313... 1/2 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

In support of mandatory masks 

Janna Lundquist <janna@jannalundquist.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Dear MCPS leadership, 

I'm writing to express my support of making masks mandatory for students this fall. 

It's an important way to keep them safer until vaccines for young children become available. 

Thanks! 
Janna, mom of 2 Paxson Elementary students 

Janna Lundquist Consulting 
Clarity yields results 
406.531.4658 
*Sent on the move, so please excuse brief responses and typos.

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 6:43 PM 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Fwd: Mask Mandate 

Antara Quinones <antaraquinones@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Hi, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 6:45 PM 

I am a mother of 2 in the Missoula School system. Given that there is no current vaccination available for children under 
12 and that we have a highly contagious variant in our community (Delta) as well as we have not yet reached herd 
immunity, I STRONGLY urge you to continue to mandate mask wearing at school. 
Thank you for working to keep our community safe, healthy and open. 
Antara Quinones, DPT, CLT-LANA 

Antara Quinones 

Antara Quinones 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Masks for school year 2021-22 

DANIEL JO BECK <beckmsla@msn.com> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 6:50 PM 

I am writing to urge that Missoula County schools continue with a mask mandate for the 2021-22 academic year. We 
must listen to SCIENCE and to our local doctors and public health care professionals. There is only one way to keep our 
students, staff and faculty safe: masks for all irregardless of vaccination status. It will be impossible for teachers to track 
who's vaccinated and who is not and they already have enough on their plates. With the delta variant (and further 
variants in the future) being so much more contagious , we must do everything possible to keep our students safe and 
hopefully not return to online instruction. This shouldn't be a political issue but it is. Again, listen to the science and 
doctors. 
Thank you for your consideration. 

Jo Beck 
605 Carter Court 
Missoula 

Sent by Jo from her I-phone 
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Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Revised to remove some personal information --- Re: Comment on Covid 19 plan 
1 message 

Beth Covitt <bcovitt@umich.edu> Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 7:01 PM 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org, Pam Wright <pcwright@mcpsmt.org>, "Robin K. Saha" <rsaha32@yahoo.com> 

[Apologies. Can you please share the REVISED public comment below rather than previous similar version. I would like 
to removesome personal information. Sorry, I should have figured that out before I sent previous version. Thanks for 
your assistance.] 

Hello, 

As parents of a student entering third grade in MCPS, we'd like to add our comments regarding the District's Covid 19 
plan. 

The current evidence of asymptomatic transmission of the Delta variant, including among and by fully vaccinated 
individuals, is extremely concerning. This news/data comes to us at the same time that we're learning more children are 
being affected by the Delta variant - maybe just because it is more transmissible, but from what we've read, it's yet to 
be determined if it is also more dangerous for young people. 

Our son has not attended in-person school for over a year (he participated in MOA last year). We all (including our son) 
REALLY want him to go back to school in person this month - for his social and academic growth, but also because we 
are a two working parent family and are not able to sustain serving as his learning coach this academic year. 

However, like so many families, we are also concerned about our child's health and the health of all the students and 
teachers and other personnel who will be interacting together at MCPS schools. 

Given these circumstances, we would very much like to see MCPS adopt a policy that requires masks for everyone 
inside of school buildings. This policy removes some of the worry and desire to ask questions about, for instance, who 
is vaccinated and who isn't vaccinated. This policy aims to protect everyone. Ideally, we would also like to see vaccines 
mandated for everyone who works at or attends MCPS who is eligible. To our understanding, this is most likely going to 
be needed to shift Covid from pandemic to endemic status in the shortest time possible. We also understand, however, 
that MCPS and other MT organizations are constrained by House Bill 702. We would personally support MCPS 
requiring vaccinations anyhow and seeing what happens when the issue goes to court. 

Thank you for including this comment in MCPS planning work. 

Sincerely, 

Beth Covitt and Robin Saha 
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School andMasks 

Jo Ann Kidder <jk8345@hotmail.com> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Hello, 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 7:17 PM 

I am concerned about school children under 12 years who cannot be vaccinated and are returning to class this fall. For 
their safety and the safety of their families, I feel that it must be mandatory for the children to wear masks. 

Please institute this policy: mandatory mask wearing for school kids. 
Thank you. 
Jo Ann Kidder 
Missoula, MT 

Sent from my iPhone 
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1 message 

Nicole Sullivan <nms2112@yahoo.com> 

Missoula County Public Schools Mail - Mask mandate in schools 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 7:29 PM 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Please follow the science. The risk to children is EXT REMELY low, practically non-existent. Adults who are concerned 
can feel free to wear a mask or get vaccinated, or both. Masking children is unhealthy, forcing them to breath carbon 
dioxide and bacteria all day long, not to mention the psychological damage of teaching them to be afraid of each other. In 
the future, when we look back at what we did to our children during this period of time, we will be deeply ashamed. Don't 
make it worse than it already is. DON'T MASK OUR CHILDREN. 

Thank you, 

Nicole Sullivan 
Missoula, MT 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Masks should be a CHOICE 

Kristin Williams <kander83@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 7:32 PM 

PLEASE let families decide whether their kids should wear masks for the 2021-2022 school year. I know other districts 
surrounding us, particularly Hellgate Elementary, have already made it a choice for families and have not mandated mask 
wearing for this upcoming year. Last fall, Hellgate Elementary also continued in person learning while MCPS had only 2 in 
person days a week and had no rise in Covid-19 cases. From family and friends that I have talked to about this, their 
educational experience was a night and day difference from what we found ourselves in with MCPS last year. 

Also, please consider how a mask mandate might affect our children emotionally, sociaily and mentally. My upcoming 8th 
grader has really been looking forward to starting school again, mostly in hopes that her 8th grade year will look much 
different than 7th grade because of the lift in Covid restrictions. We even got her vaccinated in hopes that she would not 
have to wear a mask this year. When I told her that there were rumors going around that MCPS might require masks, she 
lost all excitement and is now saying that she will dread going to school if masks are required. Enough is enough. Last 
year was extremely hard in so many ways, I would love for our kids to be able to go back to school without masks and 
have more of a "normal" year for their social, mental and emotional health. Please consider how a mask mandate might 
affect our children in these three areas of health. If families feel that mask wearing is best for them, great, they can send 
their kids in masks but please don't impose this on everyone. We should have a CHOICE. Thank you for your time and 
consideration. 

Thanks, 
Kristin Williams 
Parent of children at Meadow Hill and Jeanette Rankin 
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Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Do Not Require Masks 

brian sweatland <basweatland@yahoo.com> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 7:43 PM 

I am vehemently opposed to requiring my children to wear masks in public schools. Masking school-aged kids is not 
based on available scientific evidence, and promotes a harmful learning and socialization environment. 

The survival rate of school-aged children with confirmed cases of covid is 99.99% nationally. In Montana, there are no 
reported covid fatalities for children aged 19 and under. 

Locally the immunization rate is 61 %, not including those with naturally acquired immunity. If adults remain concerned 
about contracting covid from children, the onus for protection needs to be on the adults, not on the children who are not at 
risk. We have been living with covid for 18 months. We know those most at risk: the elderly, the obese, and those with 
comorbidities. Yet you ask those least likely to be harmed or transmit the virus to bear a disproportionate share of the 
daily burden. 

If you need adults to teach a class, I will be the first to volunteer as a substitute. 

You do not understand the psychological and intellectual harm your covid policies are causing. My children are both very 
successful students academically, socially, and in athletics. They hate school now. Learning of this masking debate left 
them disgusted with adults and the education system. My son would not return to the classroom if not for school athletics. 
You are teaching these kids every wrong possible lesson: fear over resilience; neuroticism over rationalism; defeat over 
optimism. No parent would choose to raise their own children this way. 

You are not going to find a zero risk scenario in this environment, including in school. But to ask those least at risk to bear 
the largest burden is wrong. 

Brian Sweatland 
Missoula, Mont. 
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Masks at MCPS 

Becky Belsom <beckybelsom@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Hello, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 7:56 PM 

I, along with many of my healthcare colleagues who have children in the MCPS system, are appalled at what we are 
witnessing occur in states across the southeastern United States. Hospitals are at capacity, understaffed and admitting 
children into their ICUs for covid and its complications. T hese states have a similar vaccination rate as we do here in 
Montana. I am frightened for what is to come for our community. We cannot ensure that all children will have a covid 19 
vaccine that would give them a layer of protection against covid. Given our lack of options for fighting this virus, the oniy 
sensible approach we can take to protect our children and teachers is to enact a mask mandate at MCPS. 

Sincerely, 

Rebecca Belsom, MD 
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Masking for kids under 12 

MIKE BUCKLEY <mbuckley _missoula@hotmail.com> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 8:00 PM 

Since vaccines are not permitted for children under 12 years of age, and the virus is rebounding, it is my opinion that 
masks should be considered mandatory for all individuals under 23 years of age . 

Mike Buckley 240-6604 

Sent from my iPhone 
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MCPS Board of Trustees Regular Meeting 

Mark Livesay <mark@ultramaxsports.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 8:00 PM 

We have children and live in Missoula County, we were planning to attend the "public" meeting on Tuesday, August 10th. 
We have been informed that it has now been changed to a broadcast meeting in order to keep the community from 
attending. We would like some explanation on that or be referred to who could provide that explanation. 

� 

·Next Level Western Hunting Educali:on
"'

Mark Livesay I Owner 

M: 573-881-7171 E: mark@ultramaxsports.com 
W: https://www.treelinepursuits.com I W: https://www.treelineacademy.net 
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Please keep masks! 

Jessica Eirkson <jessica.eirkson@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 8:01 PM 

Hello, I'm asking you to please require masks for the beginning of this coming school year. T his is especially urgent with 
the new challenges presented by the delta variant. We need to protect all our students, but especially our youngest 
students, who are not yet eligible for vaccinations. Please put the health and safety of our children before politics. 
Thank you, 
Jessica Eirkson 

Sent from my iPhone 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Require masks for pre-K through 8 (at least) 

Caitlin Derry <caitlinderry@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 8:26 PM 

I am the mother of two students in the district, both of whom are vaccinated. I strongly encourage MCPS to require masks 
for all students and staff for pre-K through 8th grade. This is critical as some many students in that population are not yet 
eligible for vaccines. I also worry that without a mask requirement many families with unvaccinated children will feel 
obligated to keep their kids out of school until a vaccines are available. T his could be detrimental to our students and our 
community. 

I am also open to requiring masks for high school students and staff, but this feels less critical. At the high school level, at 
least students and staff have the opportunity to protect themselves with a vaccine. If COVID cases continue to increase 
in Missoula County over the next fews weeks, however, universal masking in all MCPS public schools may be necessary 
to keep kids healthy and in school. 

Thanks for your care for our community, 

Caitlin Derry 

Sent from my iPad 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/3?ik=b28cda591 0&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A 1707218436537234462&simpl=msg-f%3A 17072184365... 1/1 
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Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Fwd: In support of masking 

Melodie Stenger <melodiestenger@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Melodie Stenger <melodiestenger@gmail.com> 
Date: August 3, 2021 at 1 :23:30 PM MDT 
To: rwatson@mcpsmt.org 
Subject: In support of masking 

Hello, Rob, and hello to the Board-

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 9:22 PM 

I have two children in MCPS- one rising freshman at Hellgate, another an 8th grader at Washington. I am 
writing today in support of continued masking in K-12 schools this fall. There are many of us who share this 
position, and a great number of them already feel that showing up in person to large groups is risky, given 
the Delta variant. I hope you will accept our email messages instead. 

Why support masking? The coronavirus will continue to mutate the more it spreads. The more it mutates, 
the greater the likelihood that it not only "breaks through" the vaccines we have currently developed, but 
does so with greater severity. When that happens is something that cannot be predicted. It could happen 
here, though. It could happen soon. 

It is true that the numbers indicated that those who are currently vaccinated do not *seem* to be at risk of 
grave complications or death due to the Delta variant. But they can spread it. And if they can spread it, it 
speeds up the possibility that we will have a worse variant, and soon. I don't want to go back to the world 
where my kids can't see their grandparents or go to the library or have birthday parties. 

My kids are already used to masks. Let's stick with it a little longer and see if we can't manage to contain 
the COVID-19, and all of its variants. 

Sincerely, 
Melodie Velasco Stenger 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/3?ik=b28cda591 0&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A 1707221977286814326&simpl=msg-f%3A 17072219772... 1 /1 
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Masks for schools 

Becca Snyder <beccans@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Hello, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 9:49 PM 

I'm a nurse practitioner and mom of two elementary aged children at Jeannette Rankin. I truly hope that the school board 
will mandate masking in the schools, at least in the elementary school age, per the CDC guidelines and upon the 
recommendation of the American Academy of Pediatrics. This population of students will not be vaccinated to begin the 
school year and I worry that a recommendation vs a mandate will allow political objectives and opinions to outweigh the 
recommendation of infectious disease experts. Our kids wore masks aii of last year without issue. With the spread of the 
delta variant, I feel that it is equally important this year to not allow political pressure to override children's health and 
safety. Please require masks in school. 

Thanks, 
Becca 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/3?ik=b28cda591 0&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A 1707223715131468728&simpl=msg-f%3A 17072237151 . . . 1/1 
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Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Adding my comment on mask mandate in schools 

Ronnie Damato <mrdamato1987@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Everyone this concerns, 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 10:27 PM 

Thank you for hearing from me regarding the decision on masking for schools. It is my opinion that the use of masks on 
school aged children should ultimately be a decision made by the families and children that are forced to wear them. We 
have allowed the fear of this virus to negatively affect our children's school careers enough. It is time we allow these 
children to be children and not continue to induce unnecessary stress on their developing minds. It should be a choice 
wear a mask if you like dont wear a mask if you choose thats fine too. it should be a choice made by families not board 
members. I have two elementary aged children that attend Russell. 

Thank you, 

Ronnie Damato 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/3?ik=b28cda591 0&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A 1707226101623616628&simpl=msg-f%3A 17072261016... 1/1 
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Masks 

Pat <dptmsla@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Missoula County Public Schools Mail - Masks 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 10:33 PM 

It would be irresponsible of you, and a dereliction of your sacred duty to protect student and staff health to fail to require 
masks for all students who are not vaccinated against Covid-19. Vaccination should be made a condition of employment 
and required of all students as soon as they become eligible. 
Denis P. T hane 
MCPS retired teacher 

Sent from my iPad 
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Masks and such! 

Michelle Cooney <mbctg@live.com> 

Missoula County Public Schools Mail - Masks and such! 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 12:52 PM 
To: Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Hello, 

I'm letting you know my point of view on masks especially. I am the secretary for Jeannette Rankin Elementary. Masks 
at an elementary level are a literal nightmare. Not one mask is made the same or worn the same. Most are too big, not 
worn correctly and made of poor material. I've had kids in severe anxiety attacks about forgetting masks at home. 
Crying, covering their face with hands and shirts. What has this come to? It's heartbreaking to see children's mental 

health in such a rapid decline ... ! miss the days of smiles and laughing. The all consuming mask/vaccine debate is a 
nightmare. Everyone should have the CHOICE to do what they feel is right for themselves and their family. Get it in 
writing if you have to .... but make it a choice! Oh, and this goes for vaccinations as well. 

Michell.e Cooney 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Masks School Year 2021-2022 

Liz Filler <lizzie.lu@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

To Whom It Concerns: 

I would like to see masks required in the schools. My reasons: 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 10:31 PM 

1. The Centers for Disease Control and the American Association of Pediatrics recommend masks in school. The CDC is
the pre-eminent authority around the globe on human health matters. These are educated researchers and doctors
telling us what we need to keep our chiidren safe. Not conspiracy-theorists spreading misinformation, disinformation,
and lies. I honestly don't understand why equal time and weight is being given to both sides of this "debate".

2. The whole "my body, my choice" narrative is not a true choice when the majority of our students are not old enough to
have a vaccine as a choice. The choice is being taken away from them. At the very least, please wait to remove a mask
policy until ALL families have the choice to have their kids vaccinated and protected, and until the new daily COVID cases
are declining instead of rising. With the new Delta variant out there, the infection spread is now more contagious. It's
spread is exponential. Before Delta one carrier on average infected 2 other people. Now it is closer to 6 people per
infected carrier. Imagine how that will race through a classroom of unvaccinated and unmasked students.

3. Since July 29th, nearly 4.2 million children have tested positive for COVID-19 since the onset of the pandemic. Almost
72,000 cases were added the past week. a substantial increase from the prior week when 39,000 cases were reported.
The cases are increasing dramatically (source American Academy of Pediatrics). The opposition says that kids don't get
as sick and they hardly ever die. They don't talk about long-COVID or MISC-C. They don't talk about teenagers and
young adults having strokes. Kids are getting sick, and it can be prevented by wearing a mask, social distancing, and
frequent hand-washing. Why would we take the most important step - the masks- out of the known solution for reducing
the spread of COVID? It doesn't make sense.

I am a parent. My husband and I have 3 children, none of whom are old enough to be vaccinated yet. We were put in the 
unfair position of deciding at the end of the school year ( a very very long school year) if we wanted to continue having 
our children stay in the Missoula Online Academy, or move to in-person school. Last year's policies worked very well. 
We were impressed with how low the positive cases were. We felt optimistic that with the vaccine being readily available, 
and the policies in place for masking, social distancing when able, and hand-washing, we could take on the risk of letting 
our kids return to in-person. Our now-First Grade twins would get to see what school was really like, they would get to 
make friends, learn those valuable social skills after a year of online school. Our son, transitioning to junior high, wouldn't 
miss out on the valuable life skills that only middle school can offer as a young boy approaching his teen years. We were 
excited to get back to normal. Masked, sure, but much more normal than online school. 

Instead, we feel like the rug was pulled out from under us. Enrollment for MOA is closed. Our crystal ball of vaccines, 
low positivity rates, and school policy designed to protect our children was completely wrong. Instead, we are facing 
quickly rising COVID cases. We are up to 20 average Daily New Cases per 1 00k people in the past 7 days. A month ago 
it was single digits. We were close to being on track for containment, and now, we have skipped all the way to 
Accelerated Spread. By the time school starts, we could easily be above the 25 cases per mark, which is considered the 
"tipping point" and if the County Health Dept hadn't been stripped of its powers, would have us back under a county-wide 
mask mandate. A mask mandate that WORKED. 

Please, please keep the mask policy in the schools until the vaccines are available in schools and until the new daily 
cases of COVID are low again. If you can't do that, you should offer to reopen enrollment in the MOA. Those of us who 
trusted that our kids would be taken care of deserve at least that chance. 

Sincerely, 
Liz Filler 
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2021-2022 masking plan 

Katy Meinbresse <katynaf@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Hello, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Wed, Aug 4, 2021 at 11 :45 PM 

My child is a rising 1st grader sat Paxson and this will be our first time using the actual school after a year of MOA 
kindergarten. We really appreciate the safety measures out into place last year to protect staff, students and families. I am 
hoping for more of the same this year, especially as Missoula and the country experience another surge in cases. 

Please require universal masking in schools this fall. There is no way to verify vaccine status and this point is moot for my 
own sons age group- first graders. 

In situations where masking is not required please be direct about the school boards recommendation that everyone wtio 
can does get vaccination. And where appropriate state that vaccines are "recommended" instead of ambivalent language 
like "optional." 

Thank you, 

Katy Meinbresse 

Sent from my iPhone 
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Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Protecting Students from Covid-19 and its variants 

Jeanne Brabeck <jmbmslamt@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Dear School Board Members, 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 2:23 AM 

I am writing to remind you of your responsibility to protect our MCPS students K-12 from Covid-19. As a retired MCPS 
elementary teacher, the grandmother of two elementary school students and a middle school student, and as a 
concerned citizen, I believe that the same school vaccination requirements that currently apply to other infectious 
diseases such as measles, mumps, diphtheria, etc. should be applied to Covid-19. Plainly stated, Covid-19 vaccinations 
should be required of all students who are currently eligible, specifically, those 12 years of age and up. Additionally, 
students under age 12 should be vaccinated once an approved vaccine is made available for them.* 

Covid-19 will not be disappearing any time soon. We must adjust to safely living with it. Keeping up one's immunity 
will, most likely, require periodic boosters for all of us in the future. Getting a vaccination is not a political issue. It's 
simply a health issue. In getting vaccinated, we are protecting ourselves, our families, our neighbors, and our fellow 
Americans. Period! 

Our children, teachers, and support staff deserve nothing less than a safe environment at school. I would also expect 
MCPS to follow CDC guidelines with respect to wearing masks. Should the CDC determine that wearing masks indoors 
is not only needed for unvaccinated students under age 12, but for others as well, (at least for now) to keep the highly 
contagious Delta variant at bay, so be it! 

In conclusion, I thank you for your service to our district. I know your job is not an easy one in the best of times. 
Being a school board member is not a paid position, but rather a public service. It can be often be an under appreciated 
position as well. The past eighteen months have been extremely difficult for everyone as we figure out how to survive a 
pandemic. So, let's pull together to beat this thing for the benefit of all. 
Respectfully, 
Jeanne M. Brabeck 

* Students with underlying health issues which prevent them from getting vaccinations of any kind would be exempt, of
course.

Sent from my iPad 
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Please continue to require masks in schools 

Alison Dimond <alison.dimondkardos@gmail.com> Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 5:52 AM 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org, javgeris@mcpsmt.org, gdecker@mcpsmt.org, mgehl@mcpsmt.org, 
nhobbins@mcpsmt.org, dlorenzen@mcpsmt.org, vmcdonald@mcpsmt.org, kmercer@mcpsmt.org, 
woldperson@mcpsmt.org, jvogel@mcpsmt.org, awake@mcpsmt.org, rwatson@mcpsmt.org 

Dear School Board Trustees, COVID Task Force Members, and Superintendent Watson, 

Thank you so much for your service and care for our community and children during this extremely challenging time. I'm 
sure we all hoped COVID-19 would not continue to be a major consideration when we returned to school this fall. But 
sadly, with continuing low vaccination rates that have kept us from reaching herd immunity, and mutations of the virus 
resulting in more contagious variants, COVID-19 remains a major health concern. 

To keep our children and community safe, please continue to require masks for all students, teachers, and staff 
in Missoula County Public Schools. I believe that not doing so will put our children and MCPS staff at significant 
risk and be a major liability risk for the school district. 

In the 2020-21 school year, you all did a wonderful job of making careful, well researched, science-based decisions about 
COVID safety protocols, implemented the protocols very effectively, and -- most importantly -- kept in-school 
transmissions low and children and staff as safe as possible. I strongly urge you to continue to use the same strong and 
effective protocols and decision making processes and critetia you proved were effective last year. Based on the specifics 
of data in our community -- including rising case loads, Delta variant, lack of herd immunity/relatively low vaccine rates -
and increasing scientific understanding of the COVID-19 virus and it's variants, I believe the MCSP response must 
include continuing to require masking of all people in the school, ventilation, social distancing when not masked, 
and ongoing contact tracing and reporting. 

I'm sure you are also following the science and experts' recommendations very closely. However, I'm including some 
evidence to back up my request for maintaining inschool masking and other COVID protocols for the record. 

In early July 2021, the CDC guidance recommended that all unvaccinated people in schools continue to wear masks 
indoors. Virtually all students in elementary school are unvaccinated because they are under 12, and therefore, are not 
yet eligible for the vaccine. Furthermore, recent studies -- including a recent report from the CDC -- shows that due to the 
Delta variant or COVID-19, even vaccinated people are increasingly becoming infected and are able to spread the virus. 
This supports the need for even vaccinated teachers, staff, and students to continue to wear masks indoors to keep 
unvaccinated children safe from the virus. Finally, a multitude of scientific studies show that masks are highly effective at 
reducing the spread of COVID in group settings (some examples are provided below) 

Credible studies illustrating the effectiveness of wearing masks in reducing spread and infections of COVID-19 

• Effectiveness of Mask Wearing to Control Community Spread of SARS-CoV-2, February
2021 https://jamanetwork.com/jou rna ls/jama/fu llarticle/2776536

• An evidence review of face masks against COVID-19, PNAS January 26, 2021, https://www.pnas.org/
contenU118/4/e2014564118

• Transmission of SARS-CoV-2 in K-12 schools
Updated July 9, 2021, https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/science-briefs/transmission_k_
12_schools.html

• COVID-19 Guidance for Safe Schools, American Academy of Pediatrics, https://services.
aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-planning
considerations-return-to-in-person-education-in-schools/

I'm a parent of two elementary school kiddos in MCPS. Thanks for considering my comments. 

Best, Ali 

Alison Dimond Kardos 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

masks in the schools 

Deb Pengelly <dpengelly@mcpsmt.org> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 5:58 AM 

The reason we had the mass vaccination clinics was so we could get to the point we didn•t have 

to wear masks. If people choose not to get vaccinated, that is their decision but don•t penalize 

the people who have seen the need to be vaccinated. We did this so we could return to a normal 

routine without having to wear a hot, uncomfortable mask. 

Deb Pengelly 
Records Clerk Big Sky High School 
3100 S Ave W Missoula, MT 59804 
dpengelly@mcpsmt.org 
Fax 406.329.5902 
Phone 406. 728.2400 X8030 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Enough 

Pete Hasquet <phasquet@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Missoula County Public Schools Mail - Enough 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 6:50 AM 

Hasn't it become brutally honest to everyone yet that the CDC is really just guessing, like the rest of us? So please 
ignore any of their recommendations. It's crazy to continue to require young kids to wear masks. T he chance of them 
getting sick or dying of Covid is less than being struck by lightning. Remember a year ago when we were told that the 
reason kids needed to mask up was to protect "grandma and grandpa?" We were told that we needed to wear masks to 
protect vulnerable populations. Well, I have news for you, the most vulnerable populations now have access to vaccines 
and most of them are probably vaccinated. So stop messing with our kids heads. As a bus driver it makes me sick to see 
these kids treating masks as something normal. I hate to think what they're breathing in and out through their fiithy masks 
every day and I'm not talking about Covid. Time to stand up to ridiculous recommendations. For most school aged kids 
this is nothing more than a bad cold. 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

MCPS mask wearing 

Helena Koelle <hkoelle@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 7:28 AM 

Dear Dr. Watson, 

I am a parent of a second grader at Paxson, I'm concerned about the recent rise in covid cases and schools reopening 
soon. 

I would like to see a national vaccine mandate. Since that is extremely and unfortunately unlikely, I would like to see a k-
12 mask iequliement. 

Thank you, Helena Koelle 

Sent from my iPhone 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Upcoming School Year 

Janel Chin <janelfalk@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Hello, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 8:27 AM 

I am writing as a parent of both a Rattlesnake Elementary and Washington Middle School student. Thank-you for all your 
work to educate my children and keep them safe while doing so. Since the COVID-19 vaccine was made available to 
teachers, staff and other members of our community over the age of 12 I have been dismayed to read that a substantial 
number of those eligible to receive it have not done so. In light of this and the fact that almost all the students at 
Rattlesnake Elementary are under the age of 12 and thus not eligible to be vaccinated, I am hoping that iviCPS wiii 
require universal wearing of face coverings when groups of potentially unvaccinated individuals are meeting indoors. As 
recognized by the CDC, the American Academy of Pediatrics, and the Missoula City-County Health department, requiring 
universal mask wearing reduces the risk of transmission when groups gather indoors. For the first year of the pandemic, 
to minimize our families' risk, I worked from home and my older daughter attended the Online Academy. Now that she 
and I are both vaccinated we have returned to more in-person interactions but it is concerning to me that my younger, 
unvaccinated daughter may be forced to choose between attending school on-line or attending in-person but with 
unvaccinated individuals who are not wearing face coverings. I was so grateful for the opportunity for my younger 
daughter to attend school in-person last school year and feel hopeful that MCPS will continue to make prudent choices to 
keep teachers, students and staff as safe as possible during the upcoming school year. 

Janel Chin 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Masks should be mandatory. 

Billy Belsom <billybelsom@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Members of the Board, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 8:33 AM 

I respectfully encourage you to make mask use mandatory throughout the Missoula County Public School System. 

I ask that you follow the advice of the medical professionals, the American Academy of Pediatrics, and the Center for 
Disease Control. Please ignore the talking heads on television and ignore those who believe that television personalities 
and facebook conspiracy theorists should be believed over those who have studied and trained in health care and 
infectious disease control. Please respect the scientists, the physicians, and the nurses, all of whom have dedicated their 
training and careers to this very issue and care deeply for the health of our community. 

Please look at the rapidly rising infection rates in our community at this very moment. Please look at the infection rates in 
children in those states who have declined to require mask use in schools. Please see the children's hospital ICU beds at 
capacity and the exasperation of health care professionals in those jurisdictions. 

I acknowledge that masking is not ideal in an educational scenario. Sadly, the ideal is far out of reach at this moment in 
history. The health of our children and our community is in your hands, and I trust you will make the right decision and 
require mask use throughout the public school system. 

Sincerely, 
Charles W. "Billy" Belsom, Jr. 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Please require masks 

Pelah Hoyt <hoyt.pelah@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Hello, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 8:35 AM 

Thank you for all of your hard work to prepare for school re-opening. I urge you to require masks for all elementary school 
students and staff. I will have two fifth graders at Rattlesnake Elementary this fall. Requiring masks for all students and 
staff at the school will help keep them and other students safe who can't yet be vaccinated. Masks will also significantly 
improve academic opportunities and parents' ability to work this year by reducing the spread of covid. Without masks, not 
only will more students get covid, but students will also lose more school days when they are exposed to covid and 
become close contacts. 

MCPS staff, students, and parents did a great job last year. Requiring masks can make this fall successful too. 

Sincerely, 

Pelah Hoyt 

Sent from my i Phone 



8/5/2021 Missoula County Public Schools Mail - Fwd: Comments for COVID task force 

MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Fwd: Comments for COVID task force 

Alex Metcalf <alm450@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 8:42 AM 

Board, 

Please see below my letter with Covid-related comments and the reply from Superintendent Watson implying that it would 
not reach the Board if only sent to him. I implore the Board to ensure all comments submitted directly to Superintendent 
Watson are forwarded to the Board for your consideration. I have forwarded mine here in case for some reason that is not 
possible, but it would be fairly inconceivable that comments would not reach you if sent to him. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander L. Metcalf 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Robert Watson <rwatson@mcpsmt.org> 
Date: August 5, 2021 at 7:59:51 AM MDT 
To: Alex Metcalf <alm450@gmail.com> 
Subject: Re: Comments for COVID task force 

Thank you for your comments. Our Board of Trustees will be making the final decision on this 
issue. Please make sure to send your comments to publiccomment@mcpsmt.org so 

that your comments can be shared with the Board. Thank you 

Rob Watson, EdD 

Superintendent 
Missoula County Public Schools 
Phone: 406-728-2400 ext. 1023 

Confidentiality Notice: 
This email message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipients and may 
contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure, or distribution is 
prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all 
copies of the original message. 

On Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 6:26 AM Alex Metcalf <alm450@gmail.com> wrote: 
Superintendent Watson, 

Please pass these comments along to the MCPS COVID19 Task Force. As their meetings are held in 
person, I'm afraid they're hearing disproportionately from folks who don't mind entering a room with 
several other people while the Delta variant is spreading. I assume this is biasing the comments quite 
severely. 

I do not know what the right answer is, but the Task Force must seek to protect the mental and physical 
health of our kids by following the guidance of healthcare professionals and public health officials. Junk 
science, spewed by no matter how many people, remains bogus. Masks are not burdensome; they do not 
cause oxygen deficiency; they are incredibly effective at preventing the spread of COVID. These facts are 
not disputable. 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/3?ik=b28cda591 0&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A 1707264 761568578661 &simpl=msg-f%3A 1707264 7615... 1/2 
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I would ask the Task Force to consider that the majority of negative mental health effects suffered by 
children during this pandemic have been related to not being able to attend school, not from having to 
wear a mask. Masks and distancing precautions will reduce spread, protect kids and teachers from 
COVID, and reduce the need for school closures and quarantines. 

I strongly urge the Task Force to ignore the politics of this issue and instead follow CDC guidance. 
Require masks. Put distancing protocols in place. Think HARD about ventilation. Stagger class days for 
older kids to allow younger kids to attend more frequently. Do not be distracted by the silly question of 
whether mitigation measures work or not - they do - and embrace creative ways to implement them given 
the specific configuration, location, and staffing of each school. 

The Delta variant is a different beast. It can infect vaccinated individuals at still low, but higher rates. It 
can be spread by infected folks equally, whether unvaccinated or vaccinated. The vaccines will prevent 
serious illness, but kids are not vaccinated and are suffering levels of infection and hospitalization in other 
states higher than at any other point in the pandemic. We do not know the long term effects of Covid in 
children. We want to limit opportunities for the Covid virus to mutate again. All of this means MCPS 
MUST require all teachers to be vaccinated. It's how we protect the kids best. Whomever says you 
cannot do this is wrong. You can. We do this all the time. Immunization requirements are standard 
operating procedure. They have been upheld in court, including by the SCOTUS this week. Stare down 
whomever is saying you can't do it and do it. Take them to court if necessary. Do it for our vaccinated 
teachers and staff who can still be infected and spread it to loved ones, do it for your unvaccinated 
students to protect them from covid, and do it for all of us to prevent school closures and quarantines 
where students can't go to school and parents can't work. 

Thank you for your work and service. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander L. Metcalf, Ph.D. 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Masks in School 2021-2022 

Matthew Barrett <mdb2929@icloud.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Hi MCPS team -

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 8:58 AM 

wanted to share my thoughts on masks in school for 2021-2022 school year. I support the mask mandate for all schools 
with kids 12 and under. Its a simple thing to do and not only helps prevent transmission of covid but in general kept kids 
healthier and in school MORE which is the goal right? Under 12 kids are not eligible for any covid vaccines making this 
population the most vulnerable and we as adults must protect them as best we can. Kids have a right to a safe and 
supportive learning environment and until the vaccination is available for this age group masks mandate is the only 
option. 

Thank you for your consideration -

Matt 

Matthew Barrett 
406-544-9966
mdb2929@icloud.com
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Masks 

Wella Hein <30heiwel@student.mcpsmt.org> 

Missoula County Public Schools Mail - Masks 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 9:06 AM 
To: "Publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <Publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

In my opinion we should keep masking in school because it's safer for everyone. I do realize some kids don't like masks. I 
don't mind ml need to protect my brother who is high risk. 
Sincerely, 
Wella Hein 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Wear masks! 

Mari Bender <marigb365@aol.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 9:07 AM 

I encourage the MCPS administration and the school board to enforce the wearing of masks in our schools this coming 
school year. 
Last week 72,000 children were diagnosed with COVID-19. This includes children 18 years and younger so it is 
imperative that all students wear masks until we get this virus under control. We do not know all of the long term effects 
that children face with this virus and so it is essential to keep all children as safe as possible. 

Thank you, Mari Bender 

Sent from my iPad 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/3?ik=b28cda591 0&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A 17072663706157 49680&simpl=msg-f%3A 17072663706... 1/1 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

masks at school 

Artemi Serket <loganhwilson@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 9:11 AM 

Dear Covid Task Force, I recently received information that you were considering lifting the mask mandate at school next 
year, if my information is correct. I would like to add that I am fully vaccinated, but I'm writing this anyway out of decency 
and concern for fellow students and concern for the staff. 
Please respond with what you plan to do, with terms I can understand as an autistic 15 going on 16 year old. If my 
information is correct, please read the rest of this email. 
As a high-risk person and as a teen with common sense, this shocks me and is unacceptable from my point of view. I 
shall endeavor to enumerate the reasons why, for your erstwhile consideration. 
1. I am a high-risk person, and doing so endangers my well-being.
2. Several members of my family are high-risk, and thus this endangers them by proxy.
3. The schools will become plague epicenters, and I don't think anyone wants that.
4. The virus has killed millions of people, and if by doing this, you kill off most of the next generation, you are setting back
progress on several fronts, including getting rid of this virus, since it affects children and adolescents now.
5. Some of my friends are high-risk, and this endangers their well-being. I will NOT sit idly by and let that happen.
6. I would've thought this task force had more common sense, having been assembled to stop this virus getting any
worse. Pfizer is only around 63% effective against the Delta variant, which is the dominant strain in Montana now.

In conclusion, please in the name of the health and safety of all involved, please amend your plans to include social 
distancing and masking requirements for the student body and staff, regardless of vaccination status, as well as 
requiring proof of vaccination, double-checked against hospital records or the like. Thanks a lot-Artemi Wilson, Hellgate 
Knight. 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

masks in schools 

Mary Hall <mary.hall380@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 9:44 AM 

I strongly support, and encourage you to, requiring masks in schools. I am now retired, but for 12 years I 
worked for Montana's Parent Training and Information center as an advocate for parents and students 

with disabilities. 
Mask use protects our most vulnerable students, i.e., those with disabilities and complex health issues. 
MCPS programs serve many of these students. These are students who are at high risk of dying if infected 

with Covid. 
Please do the right thing and protect all students. 

Mary Hall 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Please Mandate Masks In Schools 

Julie Goodkind <jdgoodkind@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Dear Missoula County Public School Board, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 9:47 AM 

I am writing to request the school board require masks be worn by all persons present at schools this fall, and take the 
same precautions the schools took last winter and spring to keep children safe. Wearing optional masks serves little 
purpose because, among other reasons, we can't vaccinate kids under 12, and many over 12 are not vaccinated in this 
community. We want the kids back in school, but how can we send kids to school in harm's way? Schools are supposed 
to be safe places. With the Delta variant sweeping through town, schools are not safe places without masks. 

If we don't have masks in school, we're going to see a lot more illness and hospitalizations in children. We will also see a 
lot more absences from school for kids who are sick and/or quarantining. We have all learned this year that keeping kids 
in the classroom is the best for their mental, social, and developmental well being. It is a small price to pay to wear a 
mask to keep kids in school learning. It's a simple solution that worked well. 

Please follow the recommendations of doctors and the CDC and require masks for Missoula County Schools ! 

Sincerely, 
Julie Goodkind 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Masks should be mandatory. 

Billy Belsom <billybelsom@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Members of the Board, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 8:33 AM 

I respectfully encourage you to make mask use mandatory throughout the Missoula County Public School System. 

I ask that you follow the advice of the medical professionals, the American Academy of Pediatrics, and the Center for 
Disease Control. Please ignore the talking heads on television and ignore those who believe that television personalities 
and facebook conspiracy theorists should be believed over those who have studied and trained in health care and 
infectious disease control. Please respect the scientists, the physicians, and the nurses, all of whom have dedicated their 
training and careers to this very issue and care deeply for the health of our community. 

Please look at the rapidly rising infection rates in our community at this very moment. Please look at the infection rates in 
children in those states who have declined to require mask use in schools. Please see the children's hospital ICU beds at 
capacity and the exasperation of health care professionals in those jurisdictions. 

I acknowledge that masking is not ideal in an educational scenario. Sadly, the ideal is far out of reach at this moment in 
history. The health of our children and our community is in your hands, and I trust you will make the right decision and 
require mask use throughout the public school system. 

Sincerely, 
Charles W. "Billy" Belsom, Jr. 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Please require masks 

Pelah Hoyt <hoyt.pelah@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Hello, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 8:35 AM 

Thank you for all of your hard work to prepare for school re-opening. I urge you to require masks for all elementary school 
students and staff. I will have two fifth graders at Rattlesnake Elementary this fall. Requiring masks for all students and 
staff at the school will help keep them and other students safe who can't yet be vaccinated. Masks will also significantly 
improve academic opportunities and parents' ability to work this year by reducing the spread of covid. Without masks, not 
only will more students get covid, but students will also lose more school days when they are exposed to covid and 
become close contacts. 

MCPS staff, students, and parents did a great job last year. Requiring masks can make this fall successful too. 

Sincerely, 

Pelah Hoyt 

Sent from my i Phone 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Fwd: Comments for COVID task force 

Alex Metcalf <alm450@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 8:42 AM 

Board, 

Please see below my letter with Covid-related comments and the reply from Superintendent Watson implying that it would 
not reach the Board if only sent to him. I implore the Board to ensure all comments submitted directly to Superintendent 
Watson are forwarded to the Board for your consideration. I have forwarded mine here in case for some reason that is not 
possible, but it would be fairly inconceivable that comments would not reach you if sent to him. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander L. Metcalf 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Robert Watson <rwatson@mcpsmt.org> 
Date: August 5, 2021 at 7:59:51 AM MDT 
To: Alex Metcalf <alm450@gmail.com> 
Subject: Re: Comments for COVID task force 

Thank you for your comments. Our Board of Trustees will be making the final decision on this 
issue. Please make sure to send your comments to publiccomment@mcpsmt.org so 

that your comments can be shared with the Board. Thank you 

Rob Watson, EdD 

Superintendent 
Missoula County Public Schools 
Phone: 406-728-2400 ext. 1023 

Confidentiality Notice: 
This email message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipients and may 
contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure, or distribution is 
prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all 
copies of the original message. 

On Tue, Aug 3, 2021 at 6:26 AM Alex Metcalf <alm450@gmail.com> wrote: 
Superintendent Watson, 

Please pass these comments along to the MCPS COVID19 Task Force. As their meetings are held in 
person, I'm afraid they're hearing disproportionately from folks who don't mind entering a room with 
several other people while the Delta variant is spreading. I assume this is biasing the comments quite 
severely. 

I do not know what the right answer is, but the Task Force must seek to protect the mental and physical 
health of our kids by following the guidance of healthcare professionals and public health officials. Junk 
science, spewed by no matter how many people, remains bogus. Masks are not burdensome; they do not 
cause oxygen deficiency; they are incredibly effective at preventing the spread of COVID. These facts are 
not disputable. 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/3?ik=b28cda591 0&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A 1707264 761568578661 &simpl=msg-f%3A 1707264 7615... 1/2 



8/5/2021 Missoula County Public Schools Mail - Fwd: Comments for COVID task force 

I would ask the Task Force to consider that the majority of negative mental health effects suffered by 
children during this pandemic have been related to not being able to attend school, not from having to 
wear a mask. Masks and distancing precautions will reduce spread, protect kids and teachers from 
COVID, and reduce the need for school closures and quarantines. 

I strongly urge the Task Force to ignore the politics of this issue and instead follow CDC guidance. 
Require masks. Put distancing protocols in place. Think HARD about ventilation. Stagger class days for 
older kids to allow younger kids to attend more frequently. Do not be distracted by the silly question of 
whether mitigation measures work or not - they do - and embrace creative ways to implement them given 
the specific configuration, location, and staffing of each school. 

The Delta variant is a different beast. It can infect vaccinated individuals at still low, but higher rates. It 
can be spread by infected folks equally, whether unvaccinated or vaccinated. The vaccines will prevent 
serious illness, but kids are not vaccinated and are suffering levels of infection and hospitalization in other 
states higher than at any other point in the pandemic. We do not know the long term effects of Covid in 
children. We want to limit opportunities for the Covid virus to mutate again. All of this means MCPS 
MUST require all teachers to be vaccinated. It's how we protect the kids best. Whomever says you 
cannot do this is wrong. You can. We do this all the time. Immunization requirements are standard 
operating procedure. They have been upheld in court, including by the SCOTUS this week. Stare down 
whomever is saying you can't do it and do it. Take them to court if necessary. Do it for our vaccinated 
teachers and staff who can still be infected and spread it to loved ones, do it for your unvaccinated 
students to protect them from covid, and do it for all of us to prevent school closures and quarantines 
where students can't go to school and parents can't work. 

Thank you for your work and service. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander L. Metcalf, Ph.D. 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Masks in School 2021-2022 

Matthew Barrett <mdb2929@icloud.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Hi MCPS team -

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 8:58 AM 

wanted to share my thoughts on masks in school for 2021-2022 school year. I support the mask mandate for all schools 
with kids 12 and under. Its a simple thing to do and not only helps prevent transmission of covid but in general kept kids 
healthier and in school MORE which is the goal right? Under 12 kids are not eligible for any covid vaccines making this 
population the most vulnerable and we as adults must protect them as best we can. Kids have a right to a safe and 
supportive learning environment and until the vaccination is available for this age group masks mandate is the only 
option. 

Thank you for your consideration -

Matt 

Matthew Barrett 
406-544-9966
mdb2929@icloud.com
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Masks 

Wella Hein <30heiwel@student.mcpsmt.org> 

Missoula County Public Schools Mail - Masks 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 9:06 AM 
To: "Publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <Publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

In my opinion we should keep masking in school because it's safer for everyone. I do realize some kids don't like masks. I 
don't mind ml need to protect my brother who is high risk. 
Sincerely, 
Wella Hein 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Wear masks! 

Mari Bender <marigb365@aol.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 9:07 AM 

I encourage the MCPS administration and the school board to enforce the wearing of masks in our schools this coming 
school year. 
Last week 72,000 children were diagnosed with COVID-19. This includes children 18 years and younger so it is 
imperative that all students wear masks until we get this virus under control. We do not know all of the long term effects 
that children face with this virus and so it is essential to keep all children as safe as possible. 

Thank you, Mari Bender 

Sent from my iPad 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

masks at school 

Artemi Serket <loganhwilson@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 9:11 AM 

Dear Covid Task Force, I recently received information that you were considering lifting the mask mandate at school next 
year, if my information is correct. I would like to add that I am fully vaccinated, but I'm writing this anyway out of decency 
and concern for fellow students and concern for the staff. 
Please respond with what you plan to do, with terms I can understand as an autistic 15 going on 16 year old. If my 
information is correct, please read the rest of this email. 
As a high-risk person and as a teen with common sense, this shocks me and is unacceptable from my point of view. I 
shall endeavor to enumerate the reasons why, for your erstwhile consideration. 
1. I am a high-risk person, and doing so endangers my well-being.
2. Several members of my family are high-risk, and thus this endangers them by proxy.
3. The schools will become plague epicenters, and I don't think anyone wants that.
4. The virus has killed millions of people, and if by doing this, you kill off most of the next generation, you are setting back
progress on several fronts, including getting rid of this virus, since it affects children and adolescents now.
5. Some of my friends are high-risk, and this endangers their well-being. I will NOT sit idly by and let that happen.
6. I would've thought this task force had more common sense, having been assembled to stop this virus getting any
worse. Pfizer is only around 63% effective against the Delta variant, which is the dominant strain in Montana now.

In conclusion, please in the name of the health and safety of all involved, please amend your plans to include social 
distancing and masking requirements for the student body and staff, regardless of vaccination status, as well as 
requiring proof of vaccination, double-checked against hospital records or the like. Thanks a lot-Artemi Wilson, Hellgate 
Knight. 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

masks in schools 

Mary Hall <mary.hall380@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 9:44 AM 

I strongly support, and encourage you to, requiring masks in schools. I am now retired, but for 12 years I 
worked for Montana's Parent Training and Information center as an advocate for parents and students 

with disabilities. 
Mask use protects our most vulnerable students, i.e., those with disabilities and complex health issues. 
MCPS programs serve many of these students. These are students who are at high risk of dying if infected 

with Covid. 
Please do the right thing and protect all students. 

Mary Hall 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Please Mandate Masks In Schools 

Julie Goodkind <jdgoodkind@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Dear Missoula County Public School Board, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 9:47 AM 

I am writing to request the school board require masks be worn by all persons present at schools this fall, and take the 
same precautions the schools took last winter and spring to keep children safe. Wearing optional masks serves little 
purpose because, among other reasons, we can't vaccinate kids under 12, and many over 12 are not vaccinated in this 
community. We want the kids back in school, but how can we send kids to school in harm's way? Schools are supposed 
to be safe places. With the Delta variant sweeping through town, schools are not safe places without masks. 

If we don't have masks in school, we're going to see a lot more illness and hospitalizations in children. We will also see a 
lot more absences from school for kids who are sick and/or quarantining. We have all learned this year that keeping kids 
in the classroom is the best for their mental, social, and developmental well being. It is a small price to pay to wear a 
mask to keep kids in school learning. It's a simple solution that worked well. 

Please follow the recommendations of doctors and the CDC and require masks for Missoula County Schools ! 

Sincerely, 
Julie Goodkind 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Support of Masks at 2021 school start 

Molly Bradford <mhaislnut@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 10:27 AM 

We have seen your draft proposal to be discussed at the upcoming school board meeting in terms of mask usage and 
schedules for the upcoming school year. 

We are in full support of this program. 

Masks are not only essential for stopping the spread of covid, but also greatly reducing and limiting disruptions for 
students that may have previously been considered a close contact if masks were not worn. In addition, the spread of 
coughs, common colds and the flu are greatly reduced. 

The opportunities for a full school day, complete schedule, and a return to normalcy with cafeteria use and rotation with 
art, music, PE, etc are amazing. We see wearing masks as a simple, easy tool to get us there. 

As well, we greatly appreciated the distribution of vaccines for the older students last Spring 2021 and look forward to our 
younger students having the same opportunities this Winter. 

Thank you 

Molly & Spencer Bradford 

Parents of Hellgate HS Freshman and Rattlesnake Elementary 3rd grader 

406.880.0880 

*sent from my phone
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Face masks 

Marisa Wright <marisajwright@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Hello, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 10:05 AM 

I'm writing to say I FULLY support the use of face masks for students attending school this year. With two young kiddos at 
Hawthorne it's a huge worry, and a huge relief that you're leaning towards continuing to mask up. 

Thank you, 

Marisa Wright 

Sacred Roots Doula 
Spinning Babies®Certified Parent Educator 
Certified ISR Instructor 
(406) 880-3286
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Thank you for the mask policy 

Damon Banks <damondrewbanks@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Hello, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 10:15 AM 

I just read through the mask policy that was just released and I want to say thank you for the common sense policies. I 
fully support the policy and I appreciate putting the kids safety first. 

Damon Banks 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

masks in schools 

Travis Goodkind <travis.goodkind@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Dear Members of the School Board, 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 10:16 AM 

I am writing to request the school district mandate masks in schools for the 2021-

2022 year. The plan to make masks optional goes against the guidance of both the 

Centers for Disease Control and the American Academy of Pediatrics; ignores the 

science on COVID transmission in kids and on the effectiveness of masks; and fails to 

give our youngest kids-who are not yet vaccine eligible but will be soon-a chance to 

evade infection after over a year of sacrifice. All available evidence indicates that 

SARS-Co V-2 will spread wildly in schools without mitigation efforts-including 

universal masking-firmly in place. The CDC and the American Academy of 

Pediatrics agree; both agencies have released guidance indicating that schools should 

mandate masks for students, staff, and visitors. As a local leader, you should listen to 

them. 

Though infections in our state declined in the late spring and early summer as 

vaccination rates increased, new variants like Delta pose a serious threat. The Delta 

variant is much more transmissible than previous variants, and data from our local area 

reflect that troubling reality. Infections in Missoula County have increased 

significantly over the last days alone. In addition, the age distribution of new infections 

and hospitalizations has also shifted downward, with young kids representing a greater 

proportion of infections and hospitalizations than in previous months. This will only 

get worse if kids return to school without required masking and other mitigation 

strategies in place. 

The science is clear on COVID and kids is clear: children can be infected with SARS

Co V-2, can get sick with and die of COVID-19, and can spread the virus to others. 

As of the first week of July 2021, more than 200,000 kids in the U.S. had been 
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cough, etc) this past school. Our kids were healthier and missed ZERO days of school 

due to illness, thanks to masks. 

Families are depending on you to follow the science and protect the health and 

safety of our kids and community. Our kids deserve to go to school without worrying 

about getting sick and spreading the virus to their immunocompromised, unvaccinated, 

or otherwise vulnerable family members, friends, and neighbors. We shouldn't ask our 

young kids and their parents to choose between going to school and staying healthy 

and safe. Young kids will be eligible for vaccines within the next few months. We should 

give them the opportunity to be vaccinated before asking them to enter our schools and 

classrooms unprotected. The science supports masks in schools. Wearing masks is 

a small sacrifice to make in order to ensure that our kids can remain safe while going to 

school, which we know is important for their intellectual, social, and emotional 

development. 

I am asking you to listen to the experts, follow the science, and reject the plan to 

make masks optional. Masks should be required, especially for our most vulnerable 

unvaccinated students. I am happy to be in touch with any comments, questions, or 

concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Travis Goodkind 
406.396.9255 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

THANK YOU! 

2 messages 

Mikaela Badzioch <mabadzioch@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 10:20 AM 

I am so relieved that you have made the decision to require face masks. I am sure you will get a lot of negative feedback, 
but this parent is grateful for you making the safest call regarding them. 

Thank You, 
Mikaela Badzioch 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Thank you! 
2 messages 

Melissa Gordon <melissagordon74@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 10:23 AM 

I am writing to thank you for your thoughtful consideration to CDC guidelines in drafting the MCPS reopening plan. As the 
parent of a child too young to be vaccinated, I am incredibly thankful that universal masking will be in place. THANK 
YOU! 

Melissa Gordon 

1 /1 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

2021/22 School year 

Alison Reintjes <alisonreintjes@hotmail.com> Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 10:27 AM 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thank you for today's update on covid protocols and likely masking scenario. 

As the mother of two MCPS students, I am writing to say I am in support of the masking outlined in today's 

email. I would prefer the option for students to select to eat outdoor lunch. I'd also prefer no "mask 

breaks." Without masking, our family would likely select to pull our students from the public schools. 

Thanks for your continued work! 

Ali 

Alison Reintjes 
2501 Duncan Drive 
Missoula, Montana 59802 
ph: 330.806.2478 
www.alisonreintjes.com 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Re: COVID Reopening Plan 

Beth Morey <eamorey@gmail.com> Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 10:29 AM 
To: Robert Watson <rwatson@mcps.k12.mt.us>, publiccomment@mcpsmt.org, publiccomment@mcps.k12.mt.us, Robert 
Watson <rwatson@mcpsmt.org> 

I'm confused why COVID safety measures are being done away with during unmasked time i.e., eating. Shouldn't we 
maintain these measures when masks are not possible? Please explain your rationale. Thank you! 

Beth Morey 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Aug 5, 2021, at 10:02 AM, Missoula County Public Schools <noreply@mcps.k12.mt.us> wrote: 

Dear MCPS Families: 

Thank you for your interest and questions related to the COVID Reopening Plan for Missoula County Public 
Schools for the 2021-22 school year. Also, thank you for your patience as we finalized our plan with the 
latest local and national guidance. In revising the phase 3 plan for the upcoming year our COVID task force 
remained focused on the safety and welfare of our students, staff and community. You can find the full 
Phase 3 Reopen Plan HERE. 

As you look through our plan, it is important to note that while many of the mitigation strategies are still in 
place, we expect this year to be much different than last year. As you may recall, we started last year in a 
hybrid school model, however this year we will be starting with every day for every student and a longer 
school day than last year. In addition, some of the other pre-COVID school routines will return - lunch in the. 
cafeteria, normal rotation of elective programs, opportunities to participate in school activities programs as 
well as opportunities for parents to volunteer in the schools. We are excited to start the school year and look 
forward to offering a different experience than last year, while at the same time maintaining a safe 
environment for all students and staff. 

While we know there continue to be risks related to possible transmission of the COVID-19 virus, we are 
reflecting on what we have learned about this pandemic over the past year to manage that risk, balance the 
need for mitigation strategies with the educational needs of students, and forge ahead with recovery efforts. 
I would like to share relevant details and strategies listed below related to how we intend to operate our 
schools in the coming months. 

Mitigation Strategies 

We will continue to work with the health department to trace, identify and notify close contacts to all positive 
. COVID cases associated with MCPS. New guidance from the CDC should greatly reduce the number of 
students considered close contacts, if universal face coverings are used. We will also continue with 
cleaning procedures, maintenance of our ventilation systems, and enhanced hand hygiene practices. 

Classrooms will operate much like they did in pre-COVID times, while maintaining 3 feet or as much as 
possible between students or groups, while implementing other mitigation strategies. 

We will continue to ask that families keep their students home if they are ill, particularly if they are 
unvaccinated for COVID-19. Testing will be available to all students and staff via MCPS or the Missoula 
City-County Health Department. A reminder of our family guidance for keeping a child home here. 

MCPS will update staff and families on vaccination eligibility and opportunities for 5-11 year-olds and 
encourage all vaccine-eligible students and staff to consider getting vaccinated, if it is right for you and your 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/3?ik=b28cda591 0&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A 1707271492934 737339&simpl=msg-f%3A 17072714929... 1 /4 



















8/5/2021 Missoula County Public Schools Mail - Face coverings at school 

MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Face coverings at school 

Karen Laughlin <klaughster@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

T hu, Aug 5, 2021 at 10:34 AM 

Our family 100% supports our children continuing to wear masks during school until at the very least they are able to get 
vaccinated. We hope you continue to support this as well. 

Thank you! 

Karen Laughlin (Paxson mom) 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Students and Masks 

Brad Tschida <betschida54@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Board members and Superintendent: 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 10:34 AM 

I am curious as to why you do not provide the option for parents to choose whether or not to send their children to school 
with or without masks. 

If masks work, the students wearing them will be safe, according to the science you follow. The children without masks 
would be more susceptible to contracting the virus, not spreading it. 

Furthermore, children up to 17 or 18 are at a statistical "zero" chance of succumbing to the China virus. Yes, there might 
be a fatality, but there also might be a fatality from influenza, pneumonia or other medical condition. A child might 
succumb to heat stroke, or falling off playground equipment. Are you going to prepare a strategy for every potential 
injurious situation? You may as well rewrite the Code of Hammurabi while you're at it. 

The mouth is the dirtiest part of our bodies and you want children to ingest and re-ingest the filth and bacteria from their 
mouths. You will make them more ill from such an action than from allowing them to breathe freely. 

You are elected to serve the people, yet when the people turn out to voice their displeasure, you convert open meetings 
into "Zoom" meeting, which is tantamount to no meeting at all. Of what consequence are you so afraid? That parents will 
voice their displeasure over your actions? If so, find a pair of big boy or girl pants and do the job for which you were 
elected. 

I have grandchildren in local schools and abhor the decision to enforce a mask mandate in 2020. Do not make the same 
ill-guided and illogical decision this year. Yes, I would agonize if one of my grandchildren, or another student died from 
infection. However, the grief would be no less if they died from some other cause, accidental or otherwise. Us e the God
given intellect you have and make the reasonable choice to give control for children's behavior to parents. Apart from 
such an action, be prepared to lose multiple students to homeschool or other community based schooling alternatives. 

Please acknowledge receipt of this email with a simple reply. 

Respectfully, 

Rep. Brad Tschida 



8/5/2021 Missoula County Public Schools Mail - Masking 

MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Masking 

Claire Phinney <clairephinney@icloud.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 10:36 AM 

My son is particularly vulnerable to severe effects of covid, and missed out on last year's learning through MOA due to an 
unfortunate teacher match. I plan to send him back to Paxson in the fall so he doesn't miss his second grade education 
too, but if universal masking is not required and followed, we won't be able to return again in the Fall. Please take the 
safety and education of our children into account when adjusting your school guidance. Their education - and lives even -
are in your hands. 

Please support universal masking until ages 5-11 can be vaccinated!! 

Thank you, 
Claire Phinney 
Concerned Parent 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Re: COVID Reopening Plan 
3 messages 

Beth Morey <eamorey@gmail.com> Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 10:29 AM 
To: Robert Watson <rwatson@mcps.k12.mt.us>, publiccomment@mcpsmt.org, publiccomment@mcps.k12.mt.us, Robert 
Watson <rwatson@mcpsmt.org> 

I'm confused why COVID safety measures are being done away with during unmasked time i.e., eating. Shouldn't we 
maintain these measures when masks are not possible? Please explain your rationale. Thank you! 

Beth Morey 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Aug 5, 2021, at 10:02 AM, Missoula County Public Schools <noreply@mcps.k12.mt.us> wrote: 

Dear MCPS Families: 

Thank you for your interest and questions related to the COVID Reopening Plan for Missoula County Public 
Schools for the 2021-22 school year. Also, thank you for your patience as we finalized our plan with the 
latest local and national guidance. In revising the _phase 3 plan for the upcoming year our COVID task force 
remained focused on the safety and welfare of our students, staff and community. You can find the full 
Phase 3 Reopen Plan HERE. 

As you look through our plan, it is important to note that while many of the mitigation strategies are still in 
place, we expect this year to be much different than last year. As you may recall, we started last year in a 
hybrid school model, however this year we will be starting with every day for every student and a longer 
school day than last year. In addition, some of the other pre-COVID school routines will return - lunch in the 
cafeteria, normal rotation of elective programs, opportunities to participate in school activities programs as 
well as opportunities for parents to volunteer in the schools. We are excited to start the school year and look 
forward to offering a different experience than last year, while at the same time maintaining a safe 
environment for all students and staff. 

While we know there continue to be risks related to possible transmission of the COVID-19 virus, we are 
reflecting on what we have learned about this pandemic over the past year to manage that risk, balance the 
need for mitigation strategies with the educational needs of students, and forge ahead with recovery efforts. 
I would like to share relevant details and strategies listed below related to how we intend to operate our 
schools in the coming months. 

Mitigation Strategies 

We will continue to work with the health department to trace, identify and notify close contacts to all positive 
COVID cases associated with MCPS. New guidance from the CDC should greatly reduce the number of 
students considered close contacts, if universal face coverings are used. We will also continue with 
cleaning procedures, maintenance of our ventilation systems, and enhanced hand hygiene practices. 

Classrooms will operate much like they did in pre-COVID times, while maintaining 3 feet or as much as 
possible between students or groups, while implementing other mitigation strategies. 

We will continue to ask that families keep their students home if they are ill, particularly if they are 
unvaccinated for COVID-19. Testing will be available to all students and staff via MCPS or the Missoula 
City-County Health Department. A reminder of our family guidance for keeping a child home here. 

MCPS will update staff and families on vaccination eligibility and. opportunities for 5-11 year-olds and 
encourage all vaccine-eligible students and staff to consider getting vaccinated, if it is right for you and your 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

support of face coverings 

annie watson <annie.schaub@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Hello, 

Missoula County Public Schools Mail - support of face coverings 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 10:46 AM 

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of student and staff health within MCPS. I am writing to voice my support of 
the Face Covering Guidelines. 
Thank you for prioritizing student and staff health. 

Annie Watson 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Masks in K-12 schools 

Elizabeth AIisworth <elizabeth@allsworth.com> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Hello MCPS Board of Trustees, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 10:4 7 AM 

I am writing specifically in regard to schools that include children under the age of 12. I have a child in 4th grade as well

as a child in 6th grade. I am in strong support of the use of masks as an easy, affordable, life protecting action within the
schools. In-person learning is certainly the best option and to do that safely, masks are necessary. For me, masks are 
like glasses to help me see better, or hearing aids to help me hear better, or even pony-tail holders to keep hair out of my 
face, or shin guards to protect my legs in soccer. Masks are an effective tool. 

Please require the use of masks for teachers and students in any school building which contain students under the age of 
12. I can understand that some people with disabilities or unique circumstances may not be able to wear masks and
exceptions may need to be made. However, until vaccines are provided and a large enough percentage of the school
population is vaccinated, I am much more comfortable and able to sleep at night if masks will be required. My family has
experienced the loss of loved one due to COVID. Just like we have learned not to play with matches in our fire prone
area, there is no need to mess with the COVID fire either. Masks are vital.

I am happy to discuss more should you want to talk with me in person, 

Elizabeth Ballinger AIisworth 

401-787-2751
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Please enforce masking 

Kate Leary <kateml41@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Dear School Board: 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 11 :02 AM 

As a mom of an MCPS second grader and kindergartener, I'm very concerned about sending my children back to school 
if masking indoors isn't required. Until young children can get the COVID vaccine, I think it is essential to mask up. Thank 
you for considering and keeping our kids safe. 

Kate Leary 
Missoula 

Sent from my iPhone 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Support for Masks 

Sarah Kragelund <sarahkragelund51@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 11:07 AM 

I support a mask mandate for all MCPS buildings and pre-K-12 schools in accordance with the recommendations by the 
CDC, American Academy of Pediatrics and local health departments due to the substantial increase in positivity rate and 
Delta variant in our community. MCPS students of all ages have demonstrated they're quite capable of complying with 
mask recommendations and other mitigation factors despite concerns or objections raised by adults. Masks can help 
ensure a safe learning environment and protect the greater community, as well as minimize further disruptions to learning 
due to exposure and illness. A consistent requirement across the district recognizes the seriousness of the crisis we face 
and removes the individualistic burden of an "honor system" or age-based separation. 

Thank you for your efforts and consideration! 
Sarah 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/3?ik=b28cda591 O&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A 1707273862512069989&simpl=msg-f%3A 17072738625... 1/1 



8/5/2021 Missoula County Public Schools Mail - Face Covering Guideline Comment 

MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Face Covering Guideline Comment 

Ryan Sudbury <rsudbury@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 11 :07 AM 

I am an MCPS parent, with two kids at Rattlesnake Elementary. I support the proposed face covering guidelines. I think 
that these requirements are probably needed given most students cannot be vaccinated and there is still unfortunately a 
fair amount of community spread going on. 

I further support MCPS' periodic review of the guidelines, and adding or subtracting requirements as needed. 

Thank you for your diligent work on all of these things as we as a community learn more and try to cope. 
-Ryan Sudbury
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Face Mask 

Carie Edson <carie.lynn.edson@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 11 :48 AM 

I am strongly opposed to continuing the face mask guidelines for children within the school setting. My daughter has 
special needs and will struggle to learn and develop relationships with other students if she has to continue speaking 
through a mask. She is hard to understand and the emotional stress will be significant. 

Emotionally all my children suffered from the inability to engage in natural ways with their peers and instructors. They all 
struggled with anxiety and depression. Please reconsider the guidelines until there is adequate information to do so. 

Thank you. 

Carie Edson. 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/3?ik=b28cda591 0&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A 1707276437 499337251 &simpl=msg-f%3A 17072764374... 1/1 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Immunization requirements 

Alex Metcalf <a1m450@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Dear Board: 

Missoula County Public Schools Mail - Immunization requirements 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 11 :49 AM 

Immunization documentation has long been required for school employment and attendance. The recent law adopted by 
the MT state legislature and signed by the Governor violates long-held moral and legal principles protecting the public 
health from individuals whose personal choices may threaten the health and safety of others. I strongly encourage the 
Board to require vaccines and challenge the legality of this ill-conceived state law. 

A legal challenge to this state law will prevail, but even if you don't believe it will, rising to this fight will protect 
students and staff during the most critical months ahead while a challenge is brought, heard by the courts, and a decision 
reached. No judge will order a hold on your policy and put these kids at risk before they've heard arguments. Do not shy 
away from this fight - win or lose, you will protect our kids, teachers, and staff. 

I strongly urge you to adopt the mask requirement as drafted and add the vaccine requirements to your policy. 

Thank you for your service in these challenging times, 

Alexander L. Metcalf, PhD 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/3?ik=b28cda591 0&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A 1707276560213841824&simpl=msg-f%3A 17072765602... 1/1 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Masks in Schools 

Joe Leary <jleary1977@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Missoula County Public Schools Mail - Masks in Schools 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 11 :50 AM 

Please continue to enforce the use of masks in schools. The delta variant has made it to Montana, and the health of our 
children is more important than the ideology of the willfully ignorant. 

Thank you! 

Joe Leary 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/3?ik=b28cda591 0&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A 1707276588118423435&simpl=msg-f%3A 17072765881 . . . 1 /1 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Masking For Students 

Jenny Wilson <tigerjenny@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 11 :50 AM 

As the parent of 3 kids in the MCPS system, I am emailing to ask that the board approve the masking guidelines that 
were sent out via email on 8/5. Two of our kids are too young to receive the COVID vaccine. The oldest received her 
second shot a couple of days ago. 

MCPS has done a good job of doing what is needed to help keep COVID numbers in Missoula low compared to the rest 
of the state (and a lot of the country). Please don't fall down on that responsibility for our community now. For the 
physical and mental health of our kids (and the people they are closest to) it's so important that we take every step we 
can to keep life a little more "normal" this year. Masking will keep our town from having to implement tougher restrictions 
around events, sports, and other activities that make Missoula a wonderful place to live. 

Again, please approve the masking guidelines for the upcoming school year. Kids should wear masks when indoors 
(except for when eating/drinking) at school. 

Best, 
Jenny Hall 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Mask Policy 

James Florin <precisionbassman@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 11 :56 AM 

Please do not allow political agendas to endanger the health of my grandchildren. Following CDC guidance as it evolves 
in response to the spread of COVID-19 and its variants is the prudent course. Of the five scenarios Superintendent 
Watson recommended, I respectfully encourage you to adopt either of these two: 

• Required mask use for all students pre-K through grade 12

• Required mask use for students pre-K through grade 8, recommended use for grades 9-12

Thank you, 
James Florin 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Mask wearing in schools 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Caroline Lonski <clonski@bigsky.net> Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 12:02 PM 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 
Cc: Caroline & Jason Lonski <lonski@bigsky.net>,  hushlo <hugoslonski@gmail.com> 

Dear esteemed MCPS Board members, 

Masks have been proven to reduce the transmission of harmful viruses with no ill effects to people without special 
respiratory needs. Wearing a mask at school is far more desirable for my son than having to return to online schooling. 
Please keep our administrators, teachers, and students safe this upcoming school year by following CDC and WHO 
recommendations for mask wearing in public schools. 

Thank you and stay well, 
Caroline Lanski 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/question-and-answers-hub/q-a-detail/q-a-children
and-masks-related-to-covid-19?fbclid=lwAR30pGW2J ICsOikEvL9s6tRV _PpuycVcikA6xfBv8fEHYh 76u83RDBM 1 MUg 

Sent from my iPhone 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Parent Comment in Support of Draft Face Covering Guidelines 

Jon Byington <jonathonbyington@hotmail.com> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

T hu, Aug 5, 2021 at 12:20 PM 

I have two sons attending Sentinel High School, a daughter attending CS Porter Middle School, and a 

daughter attending Jeanette Rankin Elementary School. I appreciate and support the draft face covering 

guidelines, especially because my daughter who is under the age of 12 cannot yet be vaccinated. 

I recognize face coverings are a burden and no one likes to wear them. But with the Delta variant numbers 

trending upward, the close proximity among students in classrooms, and the duration of hours while inside 

a building, I think the benefits of masks far outweigh the burdens. 

I am strongly in support of requiring face coverings while indoors and on buses. 

Jonathon Byington 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

No more masks 

Faith Meusey <faithmeusey@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Dear Board of Trustees, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 12:27 PM 

Given the amount of teachers and staff who have been vaccinated at this point, it's time to let parents choose if their 
children wear a mask to school. 
I am asking each and every one you to consider the importance of the negative effects wearing masks has already 
caused to our children's mental, social, and emotional health. You have all heard the statistics of the rise in depression 
and suicide in children along with other serious issues. 
Please consider how hard it is for children (in kindergarten through second grnde especially) to iearn without seeing their 
teachers lips moving. Our children do not need to fall further behind. 
Please, let parents choose what is best for their children! 
Thank you for your time, 
Faith Meusey 
Jeannette Rankin 
Sent from my iPhone 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Support for masks 

tmcguire@bresnan.net <tmcguire@bresnan.net> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Dear Dr. Watson, Administrators and MCPS School Board, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 12:43 PM 

First and foremost, I would like to extend my gratitude for all the decisions made during the 2020-21 school year. The 
protocols put in place undoubtedly kept staff and students as safe as possible during these unprecedented times. These 
are extraordinary circumstances that no one should have to deal with, but here we are. 

I would like to offer my full support of masks in school, especially \rvhile we are at a substantial or high rate of transmission 
within Missoula County. Between students and staff, MCPS population numbers in the thousands. We are part of a larger 
community and we must take that into consideration. Missoula is a medical hub for rural areas that surround our city and 
beyond. Having only two hospitals, it is imperative that we keep our Covid numbers low so that there will be available 
beds for those in need of other care. We, as a city, are not trending in the right direction at the present time. 

I would suggest following the recommendations of the experts in this field. I would hope that we as parents above all 
could see the importance of the recommendation by the American Academy of Pediatrics. It would seem reasonable to 
put a masking requirement in place and to review our community's transmission status on a monthly/quarterly/semester 
basis. I would also recommend that if masking is required at one level, it should be the same for all. There is already a 
tremendous amount of division between those for and against masking and by having a consistent policy across the 
board, I would think it beneficial for our teachers. 

Thank you for the opportunity to express my views. 

Sincerely, 

Kim McGuire 
MCPS parent 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Support for universal masking 

Brett Bell <brettmbell@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 
Cc: Stephen Sisk <stephen.sisk@gmail.com> 

Dear Missoula County Public School Board members, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 12:51 PM 

I'm writing today to express my strong support for a universal mask requirement for all Missoula County Public School 
students grades K-12 in advance of your meeting to decide this matter on August 10. 

I am a family physician and mother of two girls, both of whom are too young to attend public school yet but who attend 
day care and preschool with the siblings of many MCPS students. I see many MCPS students in my clinic on a regular 
basis. I am concerned for my own children, my young patients and the entire Missoula community. 

Data show that when schools follow guidelines like universal masking, illness exclusion policies and hand hygiene, then 
outbreaks of COVID-19 are low in schools. 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the American Academy of Pediatrics have both recommended that 
children return to in-person instruction AND that schools implement universal masking. Children under age 12 cannot be 
vaccinated and in other areas of the country more and more children are getting sick from COVID, and some of them are 
dying. 

Requiring universal masking in schools makes good sense because it is a much easier policy to implement compared to 
a patchwork of different policies for different grades or student vaccination status. This sends a clear and consistent 
message to students that is the easiest for teachers and administrators to enforce. 

Universal masking will help to protect not just unvaccinated children in schools but will help protect the entire community 
in Missoula 

I urge the MCPS school board to make the right decision, even if it is unpopular or controversial, and follow the 
recommendations of the American Academy of Pediatrics and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Brett Marie Bell, MD, MPH 
brettmbell@gmail.com 



8/5/2021 

MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Masking 

Jessie Tuberty <jptube@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Missoula County Public Schools Mail - Masking 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 1:17 PM 

I support required masking at all levels of public school preK- 12th grade. This is the way responsible adult decision 
makers protect vulnerable children. Doing so will lead our community to know we did our very best for them. Why would 
Missoula's children deserve less than the best? Thank you, Jessica Tuberty, MD 

Sent from my iPhone 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Please require mask in elementary schools this fall 

Iris Owen <irisannkelly@hotmail.com> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 1 :18 PM 

I �ave twin daughters returning to second grade at Paxson Elementary after a year in the MOA program. 
This decision to return to in-person school was a difficult one to make, and I still feel anxious at the idea of 
sending my children back to school. I'm writing today to ask that you please continue to require mask in 
the public schools this fall. It would be too great a risk to send our children to school without mask, until 
they have the option to become vaccinated. 

Thank you,. 
Iris Owen 



8/5/2021 

MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Mask 

Erik Carlson <erikmcarlson1979@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Missoula County Public Schools Mail - Mask 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 1 :26 PM 

I want to know where the evidence is behind my kid having to were a mask at school for prevention of the spread of 
COVID. It has been over a year now and there is no evidence that kids are the super speaders they were thought to be 
in the beginning of the pandemic. There's a bunch of studies that show the opposite, and also there are studies on the 
detriment of a child (who mind you kids are not the cleanest when it comes to anything) wearing a mask has shown to be 
unhealthy contain lots of bad bacteria and viruses. Not to mention the mental effect it has on a child not to see a smile or 
give a smile to someone else. Life is lived in the marjins there's no heat or no heat in the winter it's what temperature 
would you like, it's my opinion and I'd like a reply back on this that the risk posed by wearing a mask is far greater then 
the risk posed by COVID. We live in a free country wear a mask if you choose but my kid should not be forced to wear 
one! 

Sincerely a concerned and angry parent. 

https://mail.google .com/mail/u/3?ik=b28cda591 O&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A 1707282633158507104&simpl=msg-f%3A 17072826331 . . . 1 /1 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

face coverings in the schools 

Helena Koelle <hkoelle@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Greetings Board of MCPS, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 1 :46 PM 

I just read that you will vote on August 10 regarding use of face coverings in school. 

I would prefer a national vaccination requirement over masks for children, but that's clearly not going to happen any time 
soon, if ever. 

So I would like you to vote yes to 

• Face coverings are required for all students, staff and volunteers or guests, regardless of vaccination status.
(YAY)

• Face coverings are not required when outdoors. (SENSIBLE given science pointing to low outdoor
transmission)

• Face coverings are not required while eating/drinking. (WILL students be distanced while eating?)

etc. 
Thank you for your time. 
Helena Koelle,  

;\ 

,iJtl!t1le Virus-free. www.avast.com 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/3?ik=b28cda591 0&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A 1707283860972311829&simpl=msg-f%3A 17072838609... 1 /1 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Comment- Mask K-12 

L Ellington-Staal <roamus928@hotmail.com> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Good afternoon, 

T hu, Aug 5, 2021 at 1 :49 PM 

Thank you for the opportunity for interested community members to provide comments regarding 
mask wearing in our K-12 schools. 
I attended the COVID taskforce meeting on Tuesday, 8/3/2021 and though I did not comment then, 
I'd like to add my voice to those who did. 

It is my hope that all school boards in Montana will follow the science and decide to have a normal, 
mask-optional school year. It will be very disappointing if the Missoula School Board prioritizes 

virtue-signaling over parental choice, kids' well-being, and the science. 

I once heard that data doesn't lie but those who use it do. We all know we can Google until we find what 

we want to support our beliefs. However, it is my opinion solid data shows children face extremely low risk 

from COVID. Additionally, empirical evidence (https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.05.19. 

21257467v1) from schools last year has shown that the existence of a mask mandate is not correlated with 

a school's COVID-19 rate. 

Lastly, in direct opposition to what one of the pro mask individuals stated at the Tuesday meeting, 
many children, especially those with special needs like hearing loss, autism, and sensory 

issues, struggle to learn and engage in a classroom setting with masks. Many individuals at 

Tuesday's meeting voiced the concerns raised by experts about the impact of masks on mental and 

emotional health, as well as socialization, speech, and language learning. It is also a concern that masks 

worn by children for many hours a day, taken off and put back on, can harbor potentially harmful bacteria. 

It is my strong hope the input from concerned community members will be taken to heart and when 
reviewed by the Board, have impact on their final decision. 

Regards, 
Leslie Ellington-Staal 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Covid guidelines for fall 2021 - comments 

C. Alina Cansler <alina.cansler@gmail.com>
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org

Hi, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 1 :50 PM 

I am sending this email as public comments on the public schools for fall of 2021. Simply put, I expect you to follow-at a 
minimum-the CDC recommendations. Currently CDC recommends "universal indoor masking by all students, staff, 
teachers, and visitors to K through 12 schools regardless of vaccination status." 

The delta variant also causes me, a parent of a child entering kindergarten, increased concern for my child's safety. We 
now have evidence of breakthrough infections of vaccinated individuals, but we do not know the rate of those 
breakthrough infections. We also have evidence that more kids are getting sick due to the Delta variant, but we don't 
know if a higher proportion of kids contracting Covid have serious complications due to the Delta variant. Therefore, I 
expect you to apply the precautionary principle, where you use increased caution when there's increased uncertainty, and 
put protective measures in place to keep my young child safe from hospitalization and "long-Covid" by requiring masking. 

I do support having kids in the classroom five days a week, engaging in their normal activities. We know that having them 
out of the classroom is also detrimental to their long-term education and social development. But universal masking of 
everyone entering and at school is a concrete step that lets us keep the kids in the classroom, while also keeping the kids 
in the community safe. Please follow the national CDC guidance. 

Once vaccines are available to younger children, and vaccine rates of younger children in Missoula County are high, then 
it will be time to reevaluate if masks are 
still needed in schools. 

Sincerely, 
Dr. C. Alina Cansler 



8/5/2021 Missoula County Public Schools Mail - Kids in masks 

MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Kids in masks 

Kathy Armstrong <musk@reagan.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 2:07 PM 

It is an absolute joke that you are demanding our children go back to wearing masks yet our government is allowing 
hundreds of thousands of migrants into the country WITH Covid 19. My family just got back from Greece and had we 
tested positive we wouldnt of been allowed back into our own country yet these people are coming in in droves, with covid 
19. 

I think its shameful that nearly 80 people, myself included went to the MCPS Covid task force meeting and all but about 8 
of those people very passionately expressed their support FOR MASK CHOICE, ironically the next day they moved the 
following weeks meeting to a Zoom instead of in person. Cowards! If you want to wear one, feel free, I am fully capable 
of taking care of my own health and my children's. 

This so called pandemic has a higher survival rate than the annual flu and most kids are not even affected. 

please dont lose sight, you work for your constituents. Do what the people are asking. 

thank you 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/3?ik=b28cda591 0&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A 1707285184 733219726&simpl=msg-f%3A 1707285184 7... 1 /1 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Mask mandate 

Ruby Kikkert <rubykikkert@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 2:08 PM 

You've got to have a mask mandate AND require certified and classified to get COVID vaccine. My 7 and 10 year old 
grandchildren, and others their ages, can't do this for themselves. It's up to us responsible adults to protect them. I'm 
disgusted and tired of all this individual rights rhetoric. Children are getting COVID (5 kids and 1 teacher at Philipsburg 
day care) AND dying (look at the news). 
If unvaccinated, unmasked people are willing to risk their kids lives, sadly that is up to them. But let them get a job 
elsewhere where they aren't endangering others kids. And if the want to use public schools, let them mask their kids. 
It only makes sense. 
STAND UP FOR OUR KIDS!!!! 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

No mask requirements should be imposed 

Victoria Parks <victoriaparksmt@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 2:08 PM 

For the record, I do not think there should be mandatory mask wearing for MCPS. It should be an individual choice, just 
like whether one chooses to be vaccinated or not. 

- Victoria Parks

https://mail.google .com/mail/u/3?ik=b28cda591 0&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A 1707285287869628614&simpl=msg-f%3A 17072852878... 1 /1 
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MISSOUlA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

face mask policy 

Martha Amrine <marthaamrine@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 
Cc: Brett Amrine <brettamrine@gmail.com> 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 3:37 PM 

Hello! I am a mom to an 8 and 11-year-old who are students at MCPS. For those kids under 12 who do not yet have the 
option for the vaccine, our family would like to see a "masks required" policy at this time. In addition to the12 and unders 
inability to get vaccinated, our 11- year-old has an autoimmune condition which means that we do not know how the 
Covid-19 virus would affect him if he were to contract it. I'm sure a handful of other students have heightened risks like 
our child. 

We have been thoroughly impressed with MCPS's leadership in setting and implementing safety measures over the last 
year and a half. School has been THE safest environment for our kids' social interaction outside our family which has 
been extremely important for their overall wellbeing. Thank you for your thoughtful leadership during this pandemic. 

Martha and Brett Amrine 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/3?ik=b28cda591 0&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A 1707290934986931760&simpl=msg-f%3A 17072909349... 1/1 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Please present the data 

Steven Duello <chipd@sbcglobal.net> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 3:59 PM 

I have read through the 120 pages of comments. Scientific data has been presented by those 
against masking. I was unable to find a comment with scientific data from those in favor of 
masking. If it is necessary for our kids to wear masks again, please present the evidence to 
support this. How many kids in Montana have died of Covid? How many became critically ill? 
How does this compare to other years? If vulnerable people have been vaccinated, why are 
unvaccinated kids a threat to them? There are schools in our countrJ and in Montana that never 
mandated masking. How do they compare to schools that mandated masks? Kids have been 
around each other all summer without following Covid policy. Has there been serious 
consequences to this? Does the contact tracing data show kids transmitting Covid to vaccinated 
adults? Please use the scientific data from the past year and a half to guide your decision and 
present this data to the public. 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/3?ik=b28cda591 0&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A 1707292327891217905&simpl=msg-f%3A 17072923278... 1/1 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Please mandate masking 

Valerie <valeriekrex@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Missoula County Public Schools Mail - Please mandate masking 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 4:02 PM 

My son attends Paxson and therefore is not old enough for the vaccine. This puts him at risk of delta and it's unknown 
factors. Masking works when everyone does it, so Please mandate masks for all students and teachers. Our community's 
health depends on it. 
Thank you, 
Valerie Krex 

Sent from my iPhone 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Mask Mandate 

RYAN CLARK <rclark4876@aol.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Good afternoon, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 4:15 PM 

It was recently brought to my attention that MCPS is considering a mask mandate for the 2021-22 school year. I have a 
child that will be entering his freshman year at Big Sky High School, with 2 more to follow in the coming years. I 
respectfully request that masks be a decision made by parents, not the school board. Anyone who has taken the time to 
inform themselves understands the risks associated with Covid. I believe that this has gone on long enough and I am 
more concerned with the long term affects of sending our children to school \Nith masks. If MCPS chooses to continue 
with a mask mandate, I will be forced to consider pulling my children from this school district. Please let the parents 
choose. 

Respectfully, 
Ryan Clark 
406-552-9583

Sent from my iPhone 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Do NOT mandate masks! Let it be family/personal choice 

M Campbell <meagan.j.campbell@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Board of Trustees, 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 4:38 PM 

I implore you not to mandate masks for our children in any capacity. As parents it is our right, our choice, our decision 
with our children not yours! There is a plethora of information out there to make informed decisions. 

I won't go into the science, the constant whiplash of the CDC, (you can find studies and opinions on every side of the 
issue) or the power trips of various individuals throughout our county and country, the act of making our chiidren pawns in 
this political football pandemic; Instead I will say, our country is based on freedoms and that include personal choice and 
personal responsibility without the micro oversight of various government/public entities. It should be a parent's decision. 

Two other comments; one as the CDC bases their recommendations for the entire country, a reminder we are NOT 
California, Minnesota or New York! We should not be treated the same, our overall population alone requires we are not 
treated the same. Second, schools require parents to sign paperwork giving permission to give a child an aspirin, yet 
you want to mandate medical requirements for my child without my permission/authorization for 6 to 8 hours a day. This 
is unacceptable. 

Again, I ask you to leave masking as a family/personal choice and not a requirement/mandate in the schools. 

Thank you, 

Meagan Campbell 

C: 360.609.6401 
E: meagan.j.campbell@gmail.com 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

I strongly support requiring masks in school 

Pamela Gherlein <pkgherlein@gmail.com> 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 4:39 PM 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org, "rwatson@mcpsmt.org" <rwatson@mcpsmt.org> 

Thank you so much for working to keep our children and community safe. Everyone at MCPS did a fantastic job last year 
keeping our kids healthy and I highly support the wearing of masks this coming year. I live with my granddaughter who is 
a rising kindergartener at Paxon this year. 

Pamela Gherlein 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

AGAINST mask mandate in school 

Kendra McConaughey <klmcconaughey@gmail.com> 
To: "publiccomment@mcpsmt.org" <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Hello, 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 �t 4:42 PM 

I am emailing to say I am 100% against forcing a child or teacher to wear a mask in school any longer. This should be a 
choice of the parent to decide what is healthy for their own child. You cannot force my child to wear a mask. They have 
been in camp all summer long with no masks and now you require this for control!? I decide what my child puts on their 
body and no one else. If a parent chooses to put a mask on their child this is their choice and I support that. Therefore 
my decision should be equally supported for no mask. Enough is enough. My child will go to school maskiess and no 
one will force anything on him. This is outrageous. Thank you for your understanding. 

Kendra 
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MISSOULA COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

NO SCHOOL MASKS 

Nellie Winn <nwinn85@gmail.com> 
To: publiccomment@mcpsmt.org 

Public Comment <publiccomment@mcpsmt.org> 

Thu, Aug 5, 2021 at 4:57 PM 

My name is Janelle Winn. I am a Missoula Montana born and bred Mother of 4 children, 1st grade, 8th grade, 10th and 
12th. All whom have expressed udder shock and sadness to having to wear masks again after enjoying the FREE 
FRESH AIR with their friends at birthday gatherings, sporting events, parks,, friends houses .. getting to be normal kids 
with a normal summer, and now to have that ripped away from them is sickening to me. 
I am shocked and appalled that the school may be "requiring" masks this school year! Even the Missoula courthouse 
does not enforce mask wearing inside its doors .. I thought our Missoula Montana community was past this and that our 
children can start to piece back some normalcy with friends and school. 
I have thought alot about not having my children return to school if there was a mask mandate and now I have a hard 
decision to make. 

Families should have the right to choose what's right for them. You should have no right to force children into covering 
their faces. 

My youngest is autistic and has a hard time understanding social situations with peers and new adults in "normal 
circumstances". 
Without being able to "SEE" others expressions to help him understand what's being said is heartbreaking for me. It's 
cutting him of from others in even more ways than what he already has to deal with. 

And lastly I believe wearing masks for long periods of time is extremely unhealthy long term. Have others done it and 
have been unaffected? Yes. Should our children be forced to do it during school hours when everyone else is allowed to 
go without in our whole town and state? A definite loud arid firm NO. 

My name is Janelle Ranae Winn-McFarland and I am 100% AGAINST SCHOOL MANDATORY MASKS!!! 
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